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W^RITTEN in the hope'orrbdbiVcS^ 
the intcrefts of the people, with thofe of the 
Conftitution of Ireland, (which had top long 
been fuppofed at variance, (the defign ma} 
recommend them to a Gentleman/ who uni^ 
formly and with fteadinefs fupported both. — 
To whom belongs the honour, of having firft 
introduced into the Parliament of Ireland, 
the xxjioft important queftiony which has ever 
been deliberated in that ^embly ; — to whofc 
' " firmnefs 
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firmnefs the nation' is indebted for having a{^ 
ferted (and during fbme time fingle) its caufe* 
againft an oppbfition, which ordinary zeal 
would not have dared td eiicounter. — And 
who has upon all occafions fignalized hirafelf, 
as ies warm friend, its earned:, and its afSdu- 
ous advocate. 
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PREFACE. 



fUmarks on theprefent Stati of Jr eland. 



npHE progr(;fs of civilization has been more flow 
"*• in Ireland than in the adjacent nations : evc?i 
recent incidents feem to indicate the courfe of juf- 
ticc cmbarraffcd, and the people untraftable. When 
it is ipquirc4, wherefore t;hc rcdyftion of that king- 
dom under ?he dominion of Uw (houjd have been 
attended with fo piqch dilHculty j thoffc who adopt 
the firft argument that glances upon their n)inds^ 
accufe the ferocious pr precentric charafter of the 
inhabitants. But the original frame of Govern- 
ment in Ireland;, the complexion of its inftitu- 
tions, were calculated to create barbarifm ; and whilft 
any part of the fyftem fubfifted, the redernption of 
the land from that cpnditjoi) muft have proved 
tardy and imperfeft. Before the reforination, tlie 
Inhabitants were divided into thole of EngUfli or of 
Jrifli race, fince that event, into adherents to th^ 
Jloman Catholic, or to the Proteftant religion. In 
b both 
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both cafes^ one paity was felefbed as the peculiar 
favourite of the ftate, and the other, including a 
vaft majority of the people, rcjcded frqm confix 
dencc, often refijfcd protcftion, and reyrcfcnted to 
be irreconcileably hoftile. To unkind inftitutioosi 
they were of courfc refraftory ; under a fufpiciou^ 
Government they became reludlant fubjcfts. Who- 
ever fhaU impartially confider this ft^tement, will 
find in thefe general caufes, an ample apology 
for the precarious fettlement of Ireland, and for 
the unequal proficiency of that kingdom in the arts 
of refinement fo generally ^iffufcd through the reft 
of Europe. , 

Before the prefcnt reign, Ireland was r\iled by 
that moft reprehenfible fpecies of Goyernmentjj a, 
clofely reftri^tcd Ariftocracy. The minifters, occu- 
pied with the center of the empire, fuffered the care 
of this remote province to devolve upon almoft any 
perfon who would undertake to preferve it free 
from infurreftion. From this fubordipate adminif- 
tration (prang the laws againft Roman Catholics, 
which difcountenancing the induftry of the major 
part of the clafs devoted to induftrious occupation, 
ftruck at the root of national profperity, and prufhed 
it in the very infancy ; and by its connivance were 
impofed the reftridions upon commerce;, which, if 
any means of public good efcaped the former de- 
vaftation, completed the work of ruin by inter- 
cepting and fruftrating them, . 

His Majefty's accefiion was the a^ra of a new 
fyftem of politics, more wife, more honeft, and 

more 
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more dignified* Lord Towtilhcn'd had the ho-' 
nour of commencing the affiniilation of the Irifli 
with the Bricilh Gonftitution, which, vnder the 
Adminiftration ©f the Earl df Weftmorland, has 
been accomplilhed to a degree highly deferving 
the natiph's gratitudes An extenfive revolution 
has been cfFefted, the moft falutary which the 
world has for a long time witncffcdi not ftained 
with die reproach of private fuffering, and fatal 
only to abufcs. 

We muft recognife, as the primary fource of this 
improvement, the maxims of a wife reign, and the 
charader of our prefent Sovereign. A feries of 
excellent l^ws, enaded during the fpace of about 
twenty-five years, have converted the polidcal 
regulations of Ireland from a mifhapen mals to a 
falutary code; from titular freedom to fubftantial 
privileges. In the degree of civil liberty, enjoyed 
by her fubje6b, Ireland yields not at this day to 
any country ; in that of religious liberty, is fe- 
cpnd only to America; in the latter, fhe far fur- 
paffes; in the former, ^/rivals Great Britain. If 
pradlice does not as yet correfpond with this afler- 
tion, and prefent at every fide the advantages which 
thcorerically may be pointed out, let it be recol- 
lefted, that the ferment attendant upon a vaft 
change *of opinions and interefts, has not yet fub- 
fided J a few years may be requifite in order en- 
tirely to efface the evil ufages. and habits whicK 
arofc under the former vicious fyftem; iJut the 
moft valuable and efficacious reform has . been 
b z accom* 
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Accomplilhcd :* go6d laws have been fubftituted 
to thofe which Were reprchcnfible. The train 
of caufe and efFeft is laid, which, unlefs the pro-* 
grels of it be unwifely interrupted, asuft produce 

* The late profecutions againil; rdpe^table men, upon ari 
Accufation of abetting the difturbancesof the lower orders in the 
counties of Louth, Meath, &c. which, lipon trial proved to be 
ehtirely unfounded, may be well alledged s(s defraying from 
this eulogium, and cannot efcape the noticte of thofe who are 
converfant with the affairs of Ireland. 

. Without queftion it is a difgrace to the public juftice of that 
Country, that upoii the tedimouy of the vileft of mankind, and 
tipon charges improbable in themfelves, and which upon in-* 
Veftigatioil appeared not be fuj^ported by iiiy drcumftancd, 
perfons of credit fhould be fubjeded to the penalty of prifon, 
and the difgrace of thofe foul imputations, fedition and murder^ 
The liberty of the fubje^t requires upon this head fomc far- 
ther fecurity ; and the chaia^ler of the country fome iigdal 
atonement, eitderby exemplary punlfluhent of the offenders, or 
more ilridr laws dgainfl frivolous and ipalicious profecution i 
and If is not to be doubted that a government, which has in fo 
many infiances merited the praife of patriotifm, will on this oc- 
cafion vindicate its own honour, ai^d increafb the obligations of 
the people. 

This Injury is not confined to the individuals who immedi- 
ately were affedled. It is a national concern that the reputa- 
tion of the country ihould be tarnifhed. Every newfpaper in 
Great Britain, and probably in Europe, has on the faith of 
thefe charges circulated the intelligence^ that in Ireland there 
were to be found opulent men, fo much difaiFe£ted to the pre- 
fent fettlement of the country, that they employed their credit 
and wealth in turbulent and feditious praftices. We deplore in 
Ireland the abfence of commerce and manufacture. Can any 
country offer pretentions to commercial credit, which fuffers 
its reputation to be ralhly defamed, and which permits fuch 
outrages ? 

I of 
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of itfelf the happinefs of Ireland. Whcrie blc* 
milhes remain, the inconvenience falls on chofe to 
whom the burden is mod light, and the advantage 
is to the people. Without queftioh, the moft 
ample conccffion, which in the entire extent of the 
Britiih territory has been made to the fubjcdt, 
fmce the grant of Magna Charta^ was contained 
in the bill that in 1793 communicated political 
privileges to the Roman Catholics of Ireland. By 
this adb>' about thirty thoufand eleftors were 
added to the conftituent body, and every man 
in the nation, when legally entitled by his pro«^ 
perty, was authorifcd to enrol himfelf in that num« 
beri— -the <5ualification to vote at county elcc* 
tions, is at prefent more diffufed in Ireland than in 
Great Britain. 

A judicious adminiftration having thus met the 
public fentiment, we now may calmly, without 
acrimony, and without the danger of reviving con- 
tentious politics, contemplate this fiibjed. 

Juvqt ire et Dorka cailra 

Defertofque videre locos, littufque reliduou 

. The Eflays fubmitted to the public in this col- 
Icdtion, formed a part of the controversy, which 
agitated the public mind on this occafion. They 
were defigned to explain the condition of the 
Irifli Catholics, to apply in their favour the 
principles of civil liberty, much admired among 
their countrymen, and not long (ince flreauoufly 
and fuccefsfully urged, againft what was ufually 

deno- 
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t^hominated^ the ufurpations of Creat firit^ihv 
The author hoped, that by creating a popular 
difcttffion on the fubjefl:, maDy would diicover 
die ftitiiity of their prejudices, and be won over to 
that change of fentiment, which divers circum* 
fiances have (luce happily effeded^ The cafe of the 
Cathdics is endeavoured to be merged in that of 
the people, or rather both are reprefented tb bie 
blended and infeparable^ The argument, is not 
grounded upon the plea of toleration, nor upoii 
any merit to which as a religious fe£k that people 
may pretend ; ftill lefs upon claims connected with 
Democracy j a vaft body, we may almoft fay, 
a nation, received from their anceftors certain rites and 
doftrines from which they would not depart. That 
they fliould alter their religious^ tenets, would prove 
rather a miichief than an advantage to the date,* and 

^ 1 have noticed (page 63 and the following) the great and . 
tbfolute importance of preferving in Ireland the Roman Ca- 
tholic Religiony as elTential to the happinefs of the people, and 
the prefervation of good order in the kingdom. Let me be 
excufed for having in a fubje^ fo venerablei introduced niere 
political coniiderations. 

It will follow ofcourfe, that the religion ought to be pre-, 
fenred upon a rdpedabie footing, and thoib perfont of iii«» ■■.. 
periorrank, who belong to that body, rather encouraged to 
remain in, than enticed from it. Under every fyftem, the 
vulgar are but too prone to mix their own fancies with th^^\ 
duties or the rites which are enjoined to them ; it requirei 
the example of perfons eminent for rank, and for the advantage 
of education, to check this propenfity, to teach the people ve- 
neration for rrligioOy and guard them agjunft the^dangeir of db* ;: 
generating into fuperfiition. 

•to-: 
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to infUA penalties for adhering to them was detii* 
mental to the political and commercial interefta 
of the kingdom, The condition of this people 
is confidered' with a general view to the idte- 
refts of the empire, and a particular reference to 
(he'inDuence of their fituation upon (he intern4 
affairs of Ireland. A qiieftion whiph involved isoth* 
cerns fo immenfe, floating kxr two jears upon the 
public mind^ prefled with flrmoefs, and reiifte<i 
iifrith afperity, muft occafionally have connefted itf 
fclf with various tGf>ics, muft have been touched by 
various incidents, and complics^cedwith the defigns of 
various parties i theie have not been omitted in 
the difcuflion. Whilft the i«eligious or political de- 
signation, Jrijh CatboUcs, includes a confiderabfe 
portion of the fubje&s of the Britifh empire, the re* 
Ijition which they bear to the ftate, cannot be 
(lighted, or their concerns deemed unimportant. 

It is, indeed, to be regretted that the affairs of . 
Ireland, although its fate be intimately interwo* 
ven with that of Great Britain, aetrafi: lefs attention 
on this fide than tbofe of almoft any other naticm. It 
would t^ctcd the limits of this Preface to enter ex- 
(enfivety into proofs of the importance of t4ie lefler 
fo the greater Riember of the confederacy. At a 
period probably not remote,* I fhall, unlefs the 
fubjed fall into the hands of ibnie perfon more ca- 
pable, attempt to inveftigate the various poli- 
tical and commercial queftions which have agi- 

• In AFiew rftbt Commercial an J Political StaU of Ireland 
^der George tf^ Tiird. 
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tated Ireland for (bme time back, and endeavour to 
trace generally, and defcribe the very great pro- 
fictehcy which that nation has made both in trade 
and legtflation under our prefent Sovereign. It 
may perhaps tend to reduce the fuperiority which 
Great Britain affcAs, to prove that a land, which 
ihe feems not to confider with great attention, con- 
tributes more than the reft of the world to her 
happinefs, nay, to her ei^iftcnce. 

The objeft of thefe arguments having been in a 
great means attained, to fbmc they will appear ob- 
£>}ete : but if any part of them has on former oc- 
cafions been found conipetent to produce a fenfation 
on the public mind, it, ftill may tend to prove, that 
the emancipation of the Catholics was an eligible gOQd, 
not as it has upon fome occaHons been rafhly repre^ 
lented, an evil of neceffity. It were treating a grcatpo- 
litical queftion with undignified levity, to fuppofe, that 
in acceding to it, temporary convenience, rather rfian 
national good, and the propriety of the meafure, was 
confulted. Thedoftrine could not in any cafe be in- 
iK)cent, in the prefent inftance it is eminently rcfpre- 
henfible. Every friend to the Britifti empire muft 
defire to fee perfed harmony eftibliflied in' Ireland ; 
to fee the public mind tranquillifed and turned to the 
contemplation of the immenfe advantages acquired 
by the people. But harmony will never be re- 
ftored, or good temper eftabliflied, if the confi- 
dence of imaginary fuccefs infpire vanity to the 
one party, and the other be taught to regret, 
as a conceflTion extorted from weaknefs, the latp 

glorious 



^orious correAion of the Irilh Conftitudon* 
Thofe men who calculate their chance of impor- 
tance rather upon the attachment of a party, than 
upon national efteem, may defire to promote a fpirit 
of faftion in their refpeftive bodies j they may 
cling as a defperate hope to national diviCon ; but 
it is the common intcrcft of the crown, of the great 
proprietors, and of the nation, that the people Ihould 
amicably coalelce, convinced that the emancipation 
of the Catholics was a wife and falutary regulationj^ 
adapted to the fituation, and refuking inevitably from 
the circumilances of Ireland. Let us review the 
ftate of that country, previous to the change in its 
domeftic policy, made by the firft alteration of the 
Popery code, and the influence of that arrange- 
ment in producing the more liberal conceffion of 
privileges in the laft feffion of Parliament. The 
original corre&ion of the fyftem will appear to have 
been indifpeniable to the welfare of Ireland, and 
that made by the late ad, to have been a neceflary 
confcquence of the former. 

The reformation had been prelented to the Iriih 
nation under an ungracious alpefb, and accompa** 
nied by many harfh a£ts, which muft have necef« 
larily rendered it unacceptable. It was made, by 
the Government during the laft century, a pretext 
for harafllng the people ; the conduft was counte-* 
nanced by the fanaticifm which prevailed in Eng« 
land, and aflifted by a (imilar difpofuion in the perr 
fons^ who were from thencfe tranfplanted into Ire« 
land. 

9 The 
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The faftions thus unhappily created, were in 
the height at the revolution. The war, which took 
place on that occafion, was not fo much the cffeft 
of the political queftion, as a conteft animated by 
private' in tcrcft, and. religious antipathy. That party 
which depended on the aid of France was difap- 
pointed; and that which the arms of England cC- 
poufed, remained thenceforward the unrivalled and 
iindifputcd mafters of the country. 

Aftuated either by the wantonnefi of power, or 
tiie vigilance of authority, the viftors followed up 
their fuccefs by aprofcriptionoftheiradverfaries. As 
their religion appeared to be the peculiar charafter- 
iftic of the party, fevere penalties were annexed to 
the profeflion of it. The Roman Catholics in Ire- 
land were excluded from all truft and emolument 
tinder the ftate, deprived of every political privi- 
lege, and rendered incapable of acquiring pcrma-^ 
nent property. 

' In three provinces, that is, in a circuit of about 
four-fifths of the kingdom, the weight of thefe 
dirabillties iell exaftly on the perfons, who by their 
rank were dcftined to form the ufeful claffcs of 
yeomen and manufa(aurers. Thefe laws feemed to 
have been levelled againft a fed, but in their opera- 
tion involved a people. They proved to be ftatutes 
to interrupt the courfe of cultivation, to reprefs the 
growth of. capital, to. encourage the exportation of 
money acquired at home, and to reftrain the im- 
porcacion of property amafled in foreign countries. 
For in the former cafe, men could not be expefted 

to 



to i-emalnj nor in the latter to return, where (ccu» ■ 
rity was denied to them. Thi$ confideration me«. 
fits to be held in view; it e^pUins the mifchie*: 
vous tendency of the fyftem. The profpeilty of 
the nation could not advance, whilft its produ* 
cing hands were fettered, deprived of the great 
inducement, and of the reward of induftry. The . 
difcouragement was of courfe removed, fo far as it 
affeded property, when extenfive dcfigns of im- 
provement came to be adopted.* 

Without denying very honourable feelings to. 
the perfons who promoted this original conce(^K>n^, 
we do not reft their claim to public efteem, a^ has^ 
been ufual even by themfelves, upon mere benevo« 
lence. To relieve a petty fed might have bcea 
dteemed a charitable exercife of power, but it 
was an ad of pacriotifm to unbind the hufbandmen 
of Ireland. The Roman Catholic body does not 
hold its fituation in that kingdom by a tenure fo - 
frail^^as fentimental emotions, which the next caprice 
may vary. It is the charter of that people, that 
induilry muft be cramped, unlefs die induftrious be 

* In the year tjji*, It hai been ufual to attribute the 
very increafed profperity of Ireland fince that period to the .. 
com laws, which Were fuppofed to have turned the public 
attention to tillage. This meafure wa^ certainly not indifferent* 
but the general improvement of national Welfare may be mor^.. 
fatisfa&orily accounted for^ by the confiderablefums of raop^ 
cither introduced into the country, or retained in it, in con-* 
fequence of the encouragement given to the Roman Catholics* 
It may alfo be accounted for by the general amendment of th# 
laws, of which that wasihe principal article^ 
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ecCTw age J; they are Knkcd wich the fbrtune of the 
Aite, M^ich through them ribne can rife^ with AcOk 
muft fuffer advtrfity. 

Yieidiog to the exigencies of the times^ and tatbe 
camfA of many intelKgenc men who^had direfted 
tfteh* attention to the affairs of Ireknd, the legifla* 
ture ventured in 1778 to new-model ka domcfkic 
policy. The Roman CathoKc people were per- 
mitted to approach to the ftatc in a relation of 
more ftrift and intimate conntftionr But the 
ekclofion from political privileges remaining un- 
touched^ a fubordinatc rank was ftill affigned to 
them. 

The ancient lyftem wascompaft; the modem, 
Mte every mcalure reluftantly adopted by tern- 
porifing pdicy^ fcemed rather likely to fervc as a 
beacon for fedition. The objcft of the former 
w» to fecurc to one part of the people a do- 
minion over the remainder, and this was rendered 
yet nnore certain by the fubfervicncy of all to Great 
Britain. Aware that wealth is the key of power, it 
prohibited thofe to acquire property, whom it def- 
fined to obedience. Under this difcipHne, the 
country languifhcd. When the ground appeared 
untenable, it were a more wife and manly policy^ u 
once to have added the honourable charadlcr erf Ci- 
tizen to the profitable one of Proprietor. By th» 
firft meafiare, (if expeAcd to produce any effcftj 
the formation of an opulent body of Roman Catho- 
lics muft have been protedcd and encouraged; 
and what experience of human nature could fuggeft. 

that 
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that the rich would be content to fervc ? That a 
numerous clafs of men were to be prevailed on, 
without cherifliing an afpiring hope for them- 
fblves or their pofterity, to form an order of here- 
ditary money jobbers, excluded for ever, not 
from dignity alone, but from the degree of rcfped 
which moderate rank demands, and which was 
daily enjoyed under their eyes by perfons, ac- 
cording to vulgar opinion, not equally entitled ? 
VThcn the greater privilege had been furrendcred, 
that of efFefting a permanent eftabliihment, of 
acquiring and accumulating property, (the all- 
powerful engine by which, in ibcial life, the man/ 
arc ever made fubfervient to the few) it feems 
nugatory to have made a ftand at thefe minor rights, 
which really were included in the former grant, and 
oug^t to have been annexed to it. A man could 
fcarcely efied any purpofe by his vote as an eleftor, 
which he might not attempt with more certainty of 
iuccefi by means of his authority as a landed, or 
his influence as a monied Proprietor. 

The Roman Catholics of Ireland compofe not 
the landed or the monied, but the producing 
intereft, with a fmall intermixture of the other 
two. A body thus conftituted can never af- 
pirc to fway; its intemperance may be baffled 
and chaftifed by any government, but a w,ife go-p 
vcrnment will never refufc to it the reafonable 
indulgence, of eftablilhing an equality of rights^ 
among men whofe conditions are fimilar. If 

the 
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the country were to be enriched, hs refource waf 
in that people i if to be defended, many dif-^ 
trifts could not afford a fufficient number of 
any other defcription to mount guard upon the 
county prifons. Immediately aftet the Revolu- 
tion, whilft the fcttlement was recent, there were, 
in Ireland, many Englifh Proteftants in that 
rank, from which a national militia might have 
been conftituted 5 but the eminent opportuni- 
ties of acquiring fortune, which that clals of 
men enjoyed for near a century, had elevated 
them now above the drudgery of fervice. Un- 
lefs the King could confide to his Iri(h fubjefls 
the defence of their own country, he muft have 
appropriated to that duty fuch a portion of the 
general force of the empire, as muft cffeftually 
preclude him from interfering in the politics of 
Europe. Thus we fee how unreafonable was the 
requeft of thofe gcndemen, who hoped that the 
crown fhould controvert the dcfires of the greater 
part of the Irilh people j and we fee equally that 
the formation of a Militia (without any of the 
boifterous and irritating circumftanccs which were 
made to accompany their demand) muft have 
infurcd to the Catholics a degree of grace and 
cpnceffion, equal to that contained in the ad: of the 
laft feflion. Without their affiftance, the kingdom 
could not be protcdled, and it would have been 
prepoftcrous to arm them, unlcfs an inconvenience 
were .removed, which every individual pointed to, 
I as 
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as rendering hts condition lefi commodious thaA 
that of his neighbour* 

This people had hitherto appeared fo ma* 
Aageable, fo patient of the incapacities impofed-. 
upon them/ and fo little intercourfc prevailed be- 
tween the two great denominations of thelrifliy 
that the progreflive developenoent pf a public prin- 
ciple in the party fubjed, was unnoticed and unfuT- 
pcdted by the party dominant. But the friend&ip 
of the former was no longer to be purchafed at the 
cheap rate of abftinencc from injury. The courfe 
of time, and the caufes we have elfewhere enu* 
mcrated, had rendered them a thinking people. 
It was not to be expedted that they fliould acqui- 
efce in a conftitution which held as an eftabliihed 
and fundamental maxim> that they were not; to be 
trufted. 

In this ftate of the public mind, the plan of political 
monopoly might certainly have been maintained by 
the power of Government; but it would have been 
filly obftinacy to perfift, in oppofition to the feel- 
ings and fentiments of lb many fubjedsi of whom 
fome complained of it as a grievance, and others 
condemned it as an iniquity. It might have 
been maintained, but at the expence of covering 
the land with litigation anddifquietude; of eftablilH* 
ing an eternal motive of diflike to the conftitution, 
which muft.be vehement in proportion as the nation 
was profperous, and which could only be limited or 
rcftraincd by public calamity. 

From 
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From the momeitt that dbe cfiablflhuKm of thtf 
people had been permitted, it was plain that they 
mutt relent the a^ificial aod unnatural inequality 
^ich deprived them U the entiie beneg^ of theur 
fkoation*. Men, who enjoying noany privileges^ 
weMt ai£> excluded from others, t^e moft iterative 
md ^OMor^blei woutd, aooordmg to the comaxm 
coiarie (^ humm leellngs, and the ufinai tenor of 
kuman adtions, endeasrotir to iroprove their hrmtr 
aequifition. Perfons of fertunc were not lo be re-^ 
coficifed CO a ^ftem> which excluded thdr «sla^ 
tiotis from liberal purfuics, which, palfingovtr their 
heads, conf^red franch^fe upon their dosneiHcs. it 
was impoffible that this great people fliould joot £td ; 
irwpoffibic that chey Iboidd not refentj and as the 
p«ibttc intei^, the caufe of order and that of good 
government, could not fufFer* injury by yielding to 
their ftq^ieft, it would have been q/nMy impolitic 
by a i^efufal to aliem^ their aif£&iotts. Triae^ 
tliey mtA fubmit, but they moM be fkUea! 
True^ tfcey might be coerced! Put what was to 
co<¥)penrate the inconvenience and expence of trri* 
fating thofe« whofe labour was reqoifite to fupport^ 
improve^ and advance the pdblic welfare ? What 
was to acone ior the toil of watching and guarding 
agair^ the fallies of a people, intelligent and dif* 
(contented ? Was the rental of the kingdom to be 
taxed^ in order toesKciude, or to interrgpt the pro- 
grefe q£ a^culture and induftry ? The attempt 
which conftitutcd the ejSence of the fccood iyftem 
of Papery Lawfij to combine two things, of all 
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others ^e mod irrecoocileablc, ftibfervieocy MRJ^ 
cpulcnce^ i?asj indeed, im wife and impraAtcaftile. 

It has often been attributed to tht general temper 
of the age^ diat, diis queftion wastntically preffed 
at the prefent ftrafom The Rate of Earopc, but 
more particularly the great propenficyj i perhaps 
foible of the Irilh Proteftants for agitating political 
topics with rehemencc, may not improbably haw 
contributed to mature the public fpirit of then* Ro- 
man Cathofic fellow citizens : but the late alteration 
an the tone and temper of that people is principally 
to be attributed to the increafed weight of property^ 
and to the notrel circumftance of a legal and protefted 
eftal^fliment. They fubsnitted with great reiignatioa 
to the ancient difdplinc ; to the modem,, which was 
more mild^ tquA acquid&cnce was expelled. The 
calculation would have been juft, if bodies of men, 
Humaous and eternally varying, z&cd upon prin^ 
eipiea, or felt emotions, iimilar to thofe of ii fta« 
fibnary individual. How grateful ibever for the &- 
vour conferred in 1 778, thefc might have been, who 
immediately reaped the fruit of ir, a new race 
was Ipeedily to ftart up, which having never expe- 
rienced the hardships that were renwved, could only 
be fcnfible of the privations that ftill fubfifted. The 
Roman Catholics in truth received more-applaufe 
than they defcrved for their former forbearancfej 
tinder the old fyftem, no man of prctenfion from 
that body could think of fettling in his natives 
country^ the mod diftingulfhed membem of it 
^gerly expatriated themfdves, and eflri(:hed 
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lycry part of Europe with their talents or their 
opulence. The murmurs of thofe whom nc^ 
ccffity detained were of courfe feeble, and the cffeft 
gf this helplefe condition was underftood.to be pa- 
tience j their timidity was denominated dutiful fubn)if- 
fion. But when fo much protedUon was held out, 
as induced acute or eminent men to remain at 
home, they commenced fpeedily to contraft their 
condition with that, not of their. fathers, but of their 
fellow citizens; they difcerncd their own value, 
and confidered that they were entitled to much bet- 
ter terms of refidence. 

If thefituation of an Irifli Roman Catholic, pre- 
vious to the laft a£t of repeal, be calmly inveftigated, 
there will be. found in it, indeed, much reafon for 
diffatisfadion. To adhere to the religion in which 
he was educated was penal, to abandon it was dis- 
graceful in the eyes of thofe. whom he deferted, and 
not honourable in the confideration of the pwty 
which was obliged to receive him. We will not re- 
capitulate the detail of exclufions, often frivolous, 
always mortifying. Perhaps the indireft effect 
of his nullity was, to the fufFerer, not lefs pain-* 
ful than the incapacities direftly impofed on him. 
On political topics- a Roman Catholic was fcarcely 
fuppofed to entertain .any opinion, from political 
meetings ^nd interference he was rigidly excluded. 
Indeed, common convivial clubs were often formed 
with an eJ^prcfs oye law that no Papifl: fhould bo 
admiffible. All thefe mortifications were imputed 
by the parti« to the interdi^Jt whieh forbade them 
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to interfere in public mattersi they fought the 
privilege of voting for reprefentatives ■ in Parlia- 
ment; not in order to parade at art eleftion, nor; 
for a rcafon alike frivolous, but not alike inno-^' 
cent, as a portion of the deniocratic rights of * 
man, but as a pofitivc and definable amendment of • 
their condition. 
. If it were a favourite wifh to preferve their af-" 
Cendant, as it was termed, the Proteftanrs* of Ire* 
land were hot difcrect in the ufe of their ad- 
vantages ; the anceftors of moft jiad paffed over 
during the age of fanaticifm, and transmitted in . 
their families not a little of Republican inclination. 
When they refilled the fupremacy of Great Britain, 
they ought to have difcerned, that every argument . 
uttered upon that occafion was yet more appofite ' 
at home ; indeed, the cafes were fo very parallel, 
that to refift the application were ridiculous incon- 
fiftency. The frequent recurrence of eleftions 
was fufficient to create a degree of popular fpirit^ 
which it were idle to think of reftrifting to a parti- 
cular feft or party i but the many extraordinary 
aflTemblies held for political purpofes were ftill 
more calculated to provoke it: the franchife of 
clcfting was rendered defirable finnce tlie oc- 
tennial exercife of it was eftablifhed.* The 
controverfy with Great Britain on the fubjetft 
of fupreme legiflative authority, furnifhed argu- 

* Id Ireland the members of parliament fat for life until th 
year 1768, when» under the adminiilration of L^rd Town** 
iliend^ was paiTed the celebrated o£tqnnial bilU 
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iseots. to cfie Komaa Catholic bo^^ TBie itt* * 
ftux of properqr fupidied the means of influenoff 
imd leaders. Claiming freedom from the fitter 
Ungdom, Ireland prefeaied he£ entice pofmlatioiv 
but when: hef demand had beea hus&td, (be ce-c 
^sfedtaadmk. the* major pai:t to participate in iha 
benefit. This impofition could not long continue^' 
aeithcr common fenfe nor pditical expedience could 
juftify a ijftem which at once taught the import- 
ance of ' privileges^ partially conferred and par^ 
daily wuhheld them^ The democratic malk muft 
fbonfall from oligarchy. Inftead of crouching asi 
before^ under the throne^ the ruling party in Ire-* 
land came boldly forward, to fupcrintend^ to inveC- 
f igate, to cenfure ^ the Go\ccrnment therefore en- 
joying no longer that unbounded confidence and 
implicir acquiefcence,. nt^hich were the pric^ of 
partiality, would ceafe exclufively to patronize a^ 
party, and rather find its account in* trufting fop 
itspport to general, tb«[i to particujar interefts. 

From this ftatement it may be permitted to con« 
dude,, that the plan of exclufions which fqbfifteii 
After the rights of property had been conceded^ was 
no longer tenable : ic was placed on the weakefl and 
moft invidious ground; it was.the interefl: of mai^ 
to attack^ and of but few to defend it. The a^ 
of repeal recognifed that, the Roman Catholics were 
nccefTary to theexiftence of the ftatej. it became 
after too late to confider or to feprefent them formi/ 
dable. Formidable,, indeed ! Towiiom? To the 
coAoe&ioiv of Ae countries 5 If any contingency 
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tmM have end^gi^^d dsat fiCHinc dion^ it oog^t to 
have beca ferefcca when the fupremacy of the Bri*^ 
tifli Parliament was^mnuUed; However reprehen-* 
l^e chat {upremacy, it was a lefler evil than the 
csdbuimi of (^ lbr^< a portion of the people frocn 
poiitkal. snflocDce. The natural bafis upon whida 
the Unisys of ^enqpincfliouldrepde^ andthi^upoai 
which alone it can repofe with.iecurity, ia ibnneit 
hf thaa difibfion. af good laws through the entire 
conuiMkaity ; by che refult of good laws, prorperK;yr 
and contdn, wfaidi render the great bod^ of che: peo* 
ple.averfe from eomaaotiOB ; by a common go^^em^ 
mem^. eominon: mtereHs^ and a g^at insemiis^ 
tiiw of property^ The laws agakifl theRonian Ca^ ' 
fholic people could not be fervtceahie in promoting^ 
any ow of thefe objefbs ; bur, on the contrary, muSk 
hftvr rather occalioned a fpirit of difcontrat, and 
a.pn^enfiiy to Kevolbtion, either fufiicientco reader 
the oMinedtion and the fetdement of die covntry 
precxoou^ If an artificial bond of eonnedion werer 
neceflary, which I da not admif, and that re* 
ftridions muft fall for that purpofe cither upon 
the legiflao»c or tfie people y upon the former 
the burden would be more lights and the free- 
€ioni of the latter is more precious j thene can be 
no doubt, which Irclsmd ought to facrifice, and 
Gneat Bfitain would prefer that tie which^ is at once 
more eaTily afcertsnncd, and lefs obnoxious. Far be 
it from thefe pages to depreciate the independence^ 
of my country; when I aflb-t that in.the fcaleol 
polificaladvaniagc, die emancipadoa of dbe legifla^ 
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ture was fecond to chat of the people^ Iftill leave a 
very elevated rank to the former. How frivolous^ • 
how mean the gaudy vanity which fhould feek to 
(bine in robes of ftate purchafcd at the expence of • 
domeftic comfort ! Such would have been the 
condud of Ireland, if it profefled to redeem itis par*- 
liamentary independence by perpetuating the 
bondage of its people* 

In the fubfequent EiTays, thefe alarms are, as the 
nature of the fubjcA required^ diffufely invefti- 
gated : I will not here renew the argument* The ' 
fuppofcd claim to the eftates forfeited during the 
civil wars of the laft century, one objeftiort niucb 
inGfted on is confidcrcd. (See page 37.) Mr. Jones 
has taken up that fubjedt, and with great ability 
and hiltorical information has removed every doubt , 
and refuted every objc6lion. The number of 
the Catholics has alfo furniflied n^atter for much 
fpecious reafoning. In a ftate of war, or in 
a ftate of nature, numbers could not be over* 
looked; but when we difcourfe of privileges, which 
are to be exercifed, not by the multitude, but^ 
by thofe who have prcvioufly acquired a cer-* 
tain qualification of property, the account to be 
taken, is not o( heads, but of independent indivi-^ 
duals; indeed, not merely of men entitled to 
exert this franchife, but of free agents, who, in 
the ufe.ofit, are not obliged to confult the opinion 
of a fuperior* On this calculation, the political 
influence of the Catholics will be found far 
inferior, and their majority of population, Vfery 
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-much outweighed by the dependent fituatlon of the 
greater part of them. The aft of 1794 did not fe- 
parate the balance of power from that of property ^ 
it confer^ privileges which can only be ufed by pro- 
prietors, or in fubordination to that order. Let it 
be recollefted that Roman Catholics are entitled to 
the advantages of that law, but in proportion as they 
become opulent 5 that all the fources of wealth were 
-already open to them ; and that under Lord Hobart's 
•aft they arc only authorifed to ufc direftly that in- 
fluence, which the law rendered them competent to 
acquire, which the neceflities of the country con- 
firm to them, and of which the indireft and furrep^ 
titious enjoyment could not by any exertion of au- 
thority be prevented. Whilft a vaft over-propor- 
tion of the national wealth is enjoyed by the one 
party, and whilft pf the other moft are indigent, 
au^ many engaged in thofe departments of in- 
duftry to which the rich extend their influence, no 
coalition, proportionate to their number, can be 
formed among the latter for remote views, or in- 
terefts of fanciful expeftation. Few men will facri- 
ficc their immediate and clofe concerns to diftant 
hopes and uncertain contingencies. 

From the ufual mode of treating this fub- 
jeft in England, the Irifti Catholics feem to be 
confidcred, as formed into clans under certain 
leaders, and not, which really is the cafe, icat- 
tered at random over the country, without any 
peculiar attachment to the men of property of 
ibeir own communion^ and divided by nearly as 
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many intereds as there are tawnft or mancM 
which they iahabit. It is true^ a great oumber of 
them did unite^ in iblicitiog the privil^i of votic^ 
ibr [reprcfentatives in p^H'^ament; but taore indf * 
vidimls wer^ mvolved in the favourable ^ectfion of 
that ^udlion, than any other is Hkcly to af^ 
k£k', and timr coocern was ra^re ttnmectiafie 
and c\ok, than poiTibiy can be created by any 
lUture CMtroverfy. Such i^^ indeed* the pecu* 
fiar fituatioo of tbat people, diat every circum^ 
ftance is calculated to prevent thenn from embody* 
iijg into a political party ; they can never be for*- 
,imdable as an hoftifk or a rival fed. la laws 
agaioil theoi* there is therefore no additional fecti^ 
/iiy to any objeft which the ftatc may prize, but 
Wily individual inconvenience, and individual ig-» 
nominy. It is alone by making them feel the 
nEcight of civil penalties, or the jcaloofy of the 
Governnient, that a body fo diffufed, Co diver* 
.£6ed in iniereft, can ever be comprefied into a poli* 
tical corps, and compelled to united action. Let it be 
tinderftood^ that to be a Roman Catholic is an ex* 
clufion from any privilege, or any favour ; thofe 
vho experience the inconvenience of fuch exclufion, 
will be induced to a^ together, and if many be 
aggrieved, they of courfe will form a powerful 
ladion ', but alt political alliance is di(rolved by not 
furnilhing this pretext or provocation* Whilft ibciety 
exiils, natural llrength will neceflarily be ftipcrceded^ 
dnd crumbled down by artificial pOwer. The natioo 
mud: lapfe into anarchy before the rtidc force of aa 
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!ridigem multkikle can j^rddUce arvy cfifeft in politics^ 
and Neither in the paft or future ennancipation of 
the GathoKcs cm be traced a tendency to the diU 
fotetibn of fecial order. If it were poffible, un- 
der any circumfl:ances> to employ their numbers, 
the Roman Catholics need not i|iply to Parlia- 
ment : the parchnveiit chains of ftatutie regulations 
Mfould prove> indeed^ a feeble baj-rier againft them;. 
Away>, then> with thefe idle and df%ufting anxieties- 
abooe chimerical inconvenieiicies. Every fed*- 
ing aadevery inrereftof the Irilh people accord witb 
the prefent ^ttlement of the Empire i and in that 
temper they muft coniinue> unlcfa diftorted from the 
natwal order^ by jealouQes without a caufe^ and 
precautions without an objed:; 

To this general vindication niay be objected the 
fi'equency of mobbifh tumults in Ireland, but par-*- 
ticutarly in the memorable year 1793J the very 
moment of concefiion. The hiftory of the world 
Will inftruf): m, that the moft beneficial regular 
tions ever made in any ftate> were, at the time, 
not felc OF underftood by the perfons, who were the 
^bjed^ of them. The facility^ with which thefe riots 
were fuf^rcfled, denotes fuiEciently that they were 
not the refute of any premeditated and concerted 
fehemei A long interval of peace, from the Revo** 
lution to the King^s acceflion, h^d very oHich in*. 
treafed the populatioa of the country : the nature 
o^its commercial and civil infticutions necefi&tiiy 
occluded trade or capiul: there was a redoii- 
dincy df unemployed hands^ whole d^)ef ate con* 
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dition produced imfcttled habits and a riotous dif- 
pofition. The circumftance was fcizcd and exag- 
gerated, and the real caufe concealed, by indivi- 
duals in the rcfpedive counties, who chofe this me- 
tbpd of rendering themfeJves innportant, reprc-. 
fenting to perfons in high ftation that the peace of 
the country depended on their exertions. 

About the fame period, and from the fame caufe, 
the demand for land, and of courfe the value of it, 
increafcd confiderably. Trafts which had hitherto 
been negle&ed, and in commonage, now became 
important to the proprietors. The people refented, 
as an intrufion upon their rights, the attempt to con- 
vert thefe into piivate property. In every country 
in Europe a fimilar event has at fome time occurred, 
and has been attended by confcquences exaftly 
fimilar. In the year 1792, a general agitation 
prevailed in Ireland 5 fome pains were taken to in- 
form the people ; and rumours unaccountably were 
circulated that it was defighed to impofe new and- 
oppreffive taxe$ : thefe pre-difpofing circumftanccs 
concurring with the formation of the militia, 
which the ignorant did not underftand, and which 
perfons of a fuperior rank were culpably negligent 
in not explaining, are fufficient to account for che 
more recent difturbances ; but even thefe were ex- 
aggeratcd. 

Tht partial attentions of the ftate, and the 
unequal diftribution of privileges among the fub- 
jefts, proved alike pernicious to the Conftitution, 
as CO the commerce and induflry of Ireland. In 
whatever view, we confider this form of Govern-^ 
2 ment. 
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irfent, it was a nuifancc which every man, from, the 
Prince to the Peafant, was interefted in removing. 
Let me add one remark to the obfervations upon 
this head, contained in the following eflays, fee 49 
and the pages following} alfo 189, 200, &cc. 

An aflfertion has repeatedly been echoed within 
the walls of Parliament, and circulated unrefervcdly 
without, that in Ireland political men are more 
eager of emolun^nt, and lefs tenacious of the praife 
of confiftency, than in the fifter kingdom. The 
infifluation is faid to have received countenance 
from various minifters who have beeh^ concerned 
in the management of Irifh affairs ; and is rendered 
more credible by the rapid change of opinion upon 
the Regency, and upon fome other queftions. 

Where many perfons, deftined by their rank to 
lead in public affairs, decline to interfere, political 
ficuation may fometinf>es fall, where the pride of 
place does not accompany it; but a caufe may 
be afiigned of more extenfive application. With 
fuch rigid jealoufy was the exclufion of the Roman 
Ca^hoHcs enforced, that to offer an opinion upoti 
poHtical- matters, even to applaud or to eenfure, 
was confidered an intrufion beyond the limits of 
their province* The licence of reprehending forms 
the moft effeftual check upon evil propenfities j but 
here was not any refponfibility co a tribunal of 
public opinion, for the many were rendered in- 
coppetent ' to judge, either of particular mca- 
fures, or of general condu£b i and the difpleafure of 
t^c few, who remained, was not fornnidable* It 
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is not iniprobahlc th^t fcvend Gentlemen *mi^^ 
contradt a vicious habit of indiflferencc lo po- 
litical reputation, whilft they were aware, that nq 
account of their aflions was tp'be demandedi not 
alone by ^unftituents at a, future elef^ion, but by. 
their friends and acquaintance in private foctety. 
This defcription does not include the northern pro-: 
vince, of which the inhabitants, being Proteftarits^ 
were not disfranchifed i and it is Jtemarkable that 
the ttiembers of Parliament from that diftrift were, 
more cautious of ^giving office, by oppofing 4 
prcvailin^^fcntimcnt.* 

During the fpace of fifrcen years popular pro- 
ceedings in Ireland have at leaft fix limes a0umed 
the appearance of imminent rebellion. The <lcfire of 
the :people repeatedly has been complied with, and 
yet demand feems to have arifen out of conceflion^ 
In Great Britain this habit of eternal requifitioh has 
been by many confidered to arife fix>m a reftlefs turn. 
of mind, a temper light and irritable; or from a 
fettled averfion to the fbrrh of government, and to 
the connection of the two countries, I do oOt 
think Ireland exempt from blame, but I ihall en«* 
'deavour, by the fame general caufes, to account 
for the difpofitic^ and for the condud pf that ki^- 
<Jom, 



;• The Irifh reformers of ParUament have totally overlooked 
this circumflance, and ilili continue to do fo, which is the 
caufe of mtoy errors of well-intentioned men on the ful^eft. 
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Its char^fter was created byits fituation. Amidft 
fb'inanyTuppofed amendnacnts<)f <he Irifli conftitu- 
^00, the incapacities, of which, religion was thC;prc-;. 
iMCj were ftill buffered to continue in force ^4inft 
jthe ^n^i^fs of the inhabitants. The capital grte^ 
yafice, the capfe of all others, being untouched^ 
jemy propofal for, fettling (he kingdom pirave4 
^bortive \ and the repeated kindneiTes of a patriot 
Prince were ufually fmftratcd, often perverted 
^loa ipUchieypus tendency. The .public ,expcc^ 
(fttion was i]pon $a(;h oecafion highly excited^ 
great efforts werp Tiot repaid by fenfible aaiend- 
ments, ^eqpate tQ the hqpe and to the exer« 
fioB. In ^y^ry cont^ft;^ inceniperance appeared tq 
be crowned with fuccefs, feut tfae vidpry did *not 
procure fuch ^ct&f^ to the public welfare, 4s 
m^ht indite qioderace men to nefift a xeoewal of 
jhe eKperiRieat, Slill an inverted cone .fecraed to 
^fS^refent the ftate of fociety in Ireland, and every 
|?)i»ft t)^t allied the edifice^ was fel^ as an JiurrH 
fane. 

That ps^rt of thepeople, who did not^think iitM 
ficcede to the eftabliflnneni;, had fearued^to diftin* 
^iiiih the Cdnftitution fronni (he king, toconfider 
the one a parent and the other an enemy. Their at- 
t^dimcntto George the Thirdrwas .ftrong, but it 
was perfenal ; to the inexorable iyfteniof cxclufions 
oyer which he prefided, they could not .poiBbly b«e 
cordial. Here was an aniple opportunity for in- 
novation; fo long as the private concerns of the 
^prinoc wereiparedj an imaienfe body of fubjed^j, 

placed 
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placed at too great a diftance from the ftate to re- 
fcnt its quarrels, remained indifferent to the ifluc of 
every difcuffion j and the filence' of neutrality was 
conftrued into approbation^ Perhaps, too, ihey 
might have viewed with complacency the embar- 
raiTment of an invidious government, although not 
ftriftly approving either the mode or the pretence 
of affailing it. The late Oppofition repeatedly 
boafted that its celebrated meafures of imemal re- 
form were ardendy defircd by the people j yet thefo 
were at times difcuflcd, and finally were pafled, 
without producing more (enfibility, or exciting 
more attention than an ordinary divorce bHU 

Where each man clearly difcerns his dependenoo 
en the ftate, and his connexion with it, the turbu- 
lence of an afpiring individual will from every 
quarter meet refiftance. In Ireland, few were hof* 
trie to the government, but ftill fewer inn^gtned 
themfelves called on to ftep from private life to the 
defence of it. The Adminiftration had fcarcely i^ 
partifan beyond the limits of its patronage; nay, 
the calmly refiefting part of mankind, to whom 
violent proceedings were naturally unacceptable^ 
would hefitate to engage iri a caufe which was only 
cfpoufed by expeftation or intereft. Hence the 
vaft difference between riie conduft of the IriQi Na- 
tion, and the pompous difplay of difcontent fo often 
made in its name by Conventions and other meet«- 
ings. The nation permitted thcfc affcmblies, bwt 
neither refented then- quarrels, when they were 
treated with difrefpcft, noi" offered them fopport^ 

when^ 
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when, as ufually was the cafe, their rcfol\rtt an4 
menaces were difregarded. 

During that interval of about fifteen years, id 
which ah-eady I have alluded, the fpeculators on 
Irifli politics roamed eternally from grievance to 
grievance. The regulations, by which Great Britain 
reftriiacd our commerce, yielded in point of iniquity 
only to the domeftic penalties which we inflifted 
upon our own fubjefts. By the joint efFeft of both, 
a confiderablc part of the ifland, without trade or 
manufafture, was obliged to rely for its fupporf 
upon the Gngle export of provifions. Early in the 
American war, the demand for this corhmodity was 
interrupted, and the Ihock (produced by the fai- 
lure of the accuftomed refource) extended to the 
landed proprietors. The public wretchednefs was 
forced into the obfervation of this powerful order, 
who clearly difcerned that their intereft was preca- 
xious, unlefs fome Jiberal and wife provifion were 
made to improve the>Aate of Ireland. 

But in afcertaining the principal fburce of nar 
Clonal depreffioni our politicians were not happy, 
T'hey reforted to every^ but the true caufe, an4 
fi)ught every, but the radical remedy. The com- 
mercial reftriftions were removed; thele confti- 
tuted, indeed, an ^vil of magnitude^ of which the 
redrefs was highly beneficial. But until the twin 
miichief were rooted out, even that relief was inef- 
feftul. It was expefted that our happy foil and 
commercial opportunities ihould attradt ftrangers, 
who> pouring a iiiddcn influx of capital^ fhould ra- 

pidly 
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pidly enrich the kingdom. Foreigners wife!/- 
judged tbati the fettlcnnent of a country could not 
be fecure, in which population vcas at varianQC 
irith aqthority. Although very confidcrable eo- 
4QaurageolQnt * was propofed,. not even the Jew^ 
mould accept the invitation. We quarrelled with 
tbe law of Poynings^ but the law of foynings had 
nwer nci^e a pauper i the abrogation of it added 
not ne.vjr comforts to the condition of any indivi- 
4mh The wretched habitations of the poor wcrd' 
igioc r^ndiered more commodious by reftoring the 
dernier refort to the Irifli Peerage. The con-* 
uoverfy of limple repeal or renunciation, by which 
die kingdpm was feverely agitated^ neither at- 
trafted commerce to our ports, nor incrcafed the 
demand for labour in favour of the Peafantry. Tq 
have afferted the legiflative independence of Fre- 
land, and induced Great Britaio to rccognife it, re- 
fcmbles in theory and in declamation, the exploits 
of Harmogenes and Ariftogiton. It wa5 really and 
in praftice a transfer of power from the Briti/h to 
the Irilh Legiflature ; of which bodies the latter hact 
not muck mote political connexion with the;fub- 
jeSs handed over, than the former who furrendered 

• A few years fitice there was a treaty on foot with Mri 
Clavtere (the late Republican rainiCler of the Cetiveatioo]^ 
to ieod into Iiel^d a aiuo^bpf of rmn who had emigr^d f^om 
Geoeva, as too anfiacratic. Nothing can better i^\i;^l»|t^ 
the delufign of the rulers of Ireland upon this fubjedt, thaii 
tfie idea of correcting their own Roman Catholic royal ifts, 
hf the mktiire of a dan of RepubHcdhs, too re&kdbry for 
fkneva. 

them* 
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tbcm,* The Parliament was not ip confcqvence of 
this tranfadion more intimately blended with the 
Natipn ; or any improvement made in the connec- 
tion, which might be fuppofed to fubfift between 
them. Sar^ins animal deerat adhut. Jf ublic fpirir, 
and firmneis, and dignity were yet to be fupplied to 
Ireland, for fhe wanted a people. 

I mention thefe meafures with left enthufiafin 
than is ufual j with lefs than I (hould have fpok^n 
pf them myfelf J before I came to appreciate their 
yalye by their effefts, and to perceive the great 
unimportance of them to the major part of the na- 
tion. But as being rendered complete by th^ 
emancipation of the people, as conducing indi- 
ft&ly to that event, and as now forming a principal 
part of a good conftitutional fyftem, they are at 
prefent entitled to the rank of beneficial regular- 
tions: that may be applied to them, which Sir John 
•Davis very appoHtely remarked of a former unfuc- 
cefsful attempt to reform the government of Ire- 
land — *^ Thefe good laws and provifions were like 
** leflbns fet to a lute that is broken and out of 
" tune, of which leflbns little ufe can be made, 
^' until the iute be made fit to be played on." We 
muft extend the fame obfervatk)n to the introduc- 

• It i« pobablc that In the two Britifli houfes there 
is as nnich Irilh property, as is poflefled by the attending 
members of the Irifli legiflature. In that cafe, the Roman 
Catholic people of Ireland, whilft excluded from fufFrage, 
had nearly as complete a virtual reprefentation in the £rit}(h, 
as in the Irifli Parliament. 

f tion 
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tion of o£lcnnial eleftions, to the retrenchment of* 
the privileges of parliament, to the independence of 
the judges, the Habeas Corpus, the limitations or» 
places and penfions, and the refponfibiliry of public 
officers. Of thcfe inftitutions, each is intrinGcalljr 
good, fomc of the highcft utility, and all muft con- 
tribute to render the reign which produced them,. 2 
memorable epoch in the aanals of Ireland. But 
whilft the Government continued at variance with 
its fubjedls, they were imperfeft ; and whilft a plan 
of policy was perfifted in, harfli, unfriendly, and 
difgufting to the multitude, they muft have failed 
in the defign of conciliating the erfecm and affec* 
tions of the people.* 

Let me be permitted in a moment of exultation 
to continue the metaphor of that able and honeft 
flatefman. The ftiattered and neglefted inftftt- 

* I fhall defer to the more cxtcnfive publication, ofwhicfc 
the defign is announced, page xv. to oflfer the hiftory of thefe 
mcafares; but 1 cannot avoid a remark here; Ireland pre- 
fents an eminent inftance of abufes in legiflation and manners 
corrected by the gentle hand of time, and the gradual, but cer- 
tain operation of circumftances, in contrail to the ravages 
of haliy and impetuous revolution. The reprefentatives of 
the people, in tjie commencement of the prefent reign, ap^ 
proached nearer to the charader of an ariftocratic corporation 
than the peerage a.t this moment. Here is a moft radical and 
falutary reform produced ky the filent, almoft the unobferv«i| 
fqcceffipn of events and circumftances, which the gentlemen 
who labour in the caufe of democracy have never ^ccovkI 
worthy of their attention. ' 

ment 
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tficnt IS ndw repaircdj and henceforward we may 
MpeA from it only founds of melody and concord. 
I am aware that political prophecy fhould be cau^ 
doufly hazarded. Predictions of the fame import^ 
and on the fame fubjedj have failed^ (ilchough a& 
ierted with con(ideiice> and founded on calcula- 
tions apparently very accurate. But the conne6tion 
dlabltlhed between the nation and the government, 
by the late change made in the conftitution of Ire-, 
bnd, and in the principles upon which the public 
affairs in th^t country are adminiftered, open a 
more fair profped than could have been re^fonably 
indulged at any former period of our hiftory. 
Malignant ftatefmen may again arife^ and mif-^ 
chievous machinations may again be concerted ; 
but the opportunity of carrying pernicious projefts 
into cfFedl is abridged, and even if the facility fub- 
fifted, two hundred years of blafted hopes and re- 
tarded fettlement are placed before the eyes of the 
prefent and of future ages. The awful example 
will prove, it is prefumed, indrudive, and the 
courfe of human happinefs be lefs liable than hi^ 
therto it has been to the interruption of exptii^ 
ment. 

I muft admit'^ that the politics of Ireland have 
prefented for fome time a more ruffled furface than 
thofe.of Great Britain) but I deny the conclufion 
often drawn, that there exifts i,n the former country 
a morbid dcfire of novelty, or a difinclination to 
that fyftcm of connedfon which fuppprts the great- 
nefs of the Britifli empire. Until the principles of 
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the monarchy were reduced to order, and rendered 
congenial to the national temper by the revolution 
of i688, England was afftifted ^ith th« ills of a 
weak government, and a reftlefs people; what that 
Revolution was to England, the reign of George 
the Third, but in a particular manner the feffibnof 
1793, has been to Ireland. 

At a period not more than thirty years diftaut, ifi 
> was part of the Rated bufinefs of the Irifh Parlia- 
ment to vote away the public money in jobs i this 
was denominated xht fcramhling committee^ 

Sir James C aldwell has publiflied two volumes 
of the debates of the firft feffion of the prefent rergn« 
A fpeech of a member is there recorded, who gave 
as the rcafon for voting a certain fom on his mo- 
tion, " that he thought himfelf equally entitled as 
^ any other gentleman to get his job carried/^ 

The acknowledged privileges of Parliament pro- 
teftcd from arreft the perfons and properties of the 
members, and likewife of all thofe, to whom they 
were pleafcd to grant the title of their domeftics t 
by the aflerted privileges, the Houfe aflumed an 
inquifitorial jurifdiftion over every critkifrti in the 
public or private conduft of its members ; the fid*« 
fowing inftance will ferve as a ipecimen of the ufc 
made of that authority. 

In the fame publication we find a printer catted 
before the Houfe and committed to prifon, for 
having infcrted in his paper that a gentleman, whole 
name is mentioned, really was not ihs author of 
the Nordi Britain -, implying thereby in the j idge- 
a ment 
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mcnt of the hoiifci fiux:Hfm on the litcrarjr tiSems 
of that Gentkrmn; It is meotiooed in the coorfe 
of the debate (which was long and ferious) thac Mc 
Falkencr had been committed fbmc years beftre^ for 
pubUihing a witty epigram of Dean Swift itpoa a 
tn^nriber of Parliament. 

' Thefe abufcs have been correfted without a 
fingie effort of violence ; the Habeas Corpus and 
the long catalogue of good laws, which in this dK- 
-fertation I have enomerated repeatedly, have been 
obtained without tioknce j and yet there are men 
in that country who never feemed to doubt tbeir 
own good fenfe, when they exhorted the nation to 
arm m order to adjuH fome intricate points rdai- 
dve 10 the reprefentation of the people in Parik^ 
ment. 

A reafonable motive of difcontent exifted, 
•thfe caufe was generally diffufed, and the effcft 
of confequence univerfaL This has now been cor« 
refted. It is then no fanciful hypothefis, nor is it 
any peculiar compliment to the nation to fuppofe, 
thac habits of quiet, induftry, and content, will enfue 
from the amendment. Let me not incur the cen- 
fore of wandering into extraneous matter, when I 
feek to ftrengthen my affertion by a flight review of 
theftate of Ireland prior to that period of which we 
have treated in the former part of this diflertation. 
The true caufes of the decay of that kingdom may 
be tPK^e diftin6tly afcertained, when it (hall appear 
that the ancient, although different in name and 
pretext, correfponded in principle with the mote 

modern 
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iDCkSem policy ; and that of both the reTuit wai 
jfemilar; a diftraded ftatt; the people necei&tous 
and turbulent* 

Id the confliA of bold marauders againft weak 
and difunkcd tribes, and in the favage adb of mu- 
tual aggreflion and retaliation^ which compofe the 
cariy hiftory of the Englilh fettlcmcnt in Ireland, 
riiere is little to reward refearch> or to ftimulate cu- 
riofity* As it approaches to the prefent century, the 
narrative becomes more difgufting^ a tedious repe- 
tition of cenfure, a naufeoua detail of opprelEon 
and rapacity* But from annals^ even of a very 
early date> the politician who fpeculates on the af^ 
fcirs of Ireland may derive inftruflion* There has 
been greater uniformity of defign and coincidence of 
praftice in this than in any other government; 
events caft at a diftancc of time from the age in 
which we live, have not ceafed to influence, and 
ftili may ferve to explain many fads, and to recon- 
cile many apparent inconfiftcncies. 

The firft invaders were not, like other barbarous 
^onquerors, ^accompanied by a fufficient number of 
followers to overrun the ifland ; they formed only 
partial cftablifliments along the coaft, and their 
monarch was himfelf content with an hafty and no- 
minal recognition of his fupremacy. ' From this 
band of military adventurers, we are not to look 
for a liberal plan of policy j for beneficent inftitu- 
tions, the correftion of prefent evil, and foundation 
of future happinefs. To defolate,-not to improve, 
was their province ; they did not attempt to intro- 
duce 
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du(ce the laws or cuftoms of England among their 
ibbjcAs. Unaccommodating and repulfiv^ in their 
conduft, they denied to the Irifli even the protcdiott 
of their government, and appeared upon all occa- 
fions difpofed to treat them as open cnenues. By 
tnaintaining an' eternal bordering war, the chiefs of 
the colony were better enabled to fupport their dig- 
nity, and to juftify incroachments which extended 
the limits of their territory. 

Ireland, at the time of this invadon, was in the 
tranfition from paftoral manners to fettled property ; 
a condition which at fome period every nation has 
paflfed through. Society had not as yet attained the 
fame degree of perfedion, as in England at the 
Norman conqoeft ; for this latter had long enjoyed 
^he advantage of an uniform government under z 
fingle fovereign. But the ufages of the Iriih were 
iiot Qiorie vicious than thofe of other infant nations^ 
and if fuffered to purify themfelves according to the 
^ccuftomed courfe of civilization, by the growth of 
neceffuies, and admixture of Ibfter manners, would 
have fubfided into the fame form of regula-> 
rity which took place in the adjacent king- 
doms. In what relates to (he ancient condition o£ 
the Iri^i, it is ufual to follow the writers under 
Henry the Eighth, ^nd Elizabeth, who contraft 
them with the Englilh of their own time ; not ad- 
verting that for the fpace of four centuries, eveiy 
.thing had confpired to deprave the one, and to 
correft the other people. There is every evidence 
that the Irifh were not, in the tinrie of Henry the 
^ecoqd, far behind their neighbours in the ten- 
dency 
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dency towards refinement. In that age^ the di& 
ference between nations coukJ fcarccly have been 
more than gradations of barbarifnn. 

A multitude of petty jurifdiAions, often hoftile, 
always independent^ divided the ifland. This ag* 
gfegation of rivals mud of neceffity be turbulent; 
it would feem a circumftance favourable to the et 
tabliihment of order, that all (hould have agreed to 
recognize a paramount, fuperior beyond diipute in 
power and in dignity. This previous Revolution 
l>eing accompliflied, it would have proved after- 
wards (whether the Englifli or the Irifh cuftoma 
had been followed) a work of little difficulty to 
reduce the Chieftains to the rank of eminent fub* 
jcds. 

* But foreign wars or domcftic diflcnfions diverted 
the attention of the Englifli court. Until the retgn of 
Henry the Seventh, the dominion of Ireland was a 
title of vanity rather than an objeft of political regu- 
lation. Ikiring this interval, living in perpetual 
alarm, the Irifh were forced into a ftate of fociety, 
probably more barbarous than had been known at 
any former period. Every diftrift was afflifted 
'*with exadions and violence, and all the muki- 
farious ills of military tyranny. Under a dif- 
-cipline fo relaxed, even the Englifli colony de- 
generated. The ancient race of inhabitants, com- 
pelled to feek an afylum in places of difficult 
accefs, acquired a defperate ferocity, the ufual at- 
tribute of the outlaw charafter, which was impofed 
' upon them. Thus an event which might fcem caU 
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culatcd to have produced the happinefs of that 
country, was converted into a fource of mifchief and 
depravity. 

Unlefs when provoked by fome emergency, the 
interference of the fupreme government In the affairs 
of Ireland was ever languid^ its infpefHon neg- 
ligent. The vigilance of Henry the Seventh was' 
excited by the reception given to the claimants, 
who interrupted the tranquillity of his reign, and 
who derived confidcrable fupport from Ireland, 
Under that prince, fome attempts were made to 
reduce the authority of the great lords, and to dif- 
entanglc the government ; but unlefs backed by a 
ftrong military force, ftatutes and denunciations 
were inadequate to efFeft the purpofe, and as yet 
the fcttlement and fecurity of Ireland were not 
confidered of fufficient importance to call forth great 
exertions. 

During the civil wars of York andLahcafter, the 
relative ftrength of the original Iri(h was aug- 
mented J a part of the Angio-Hibernian families, 
efpoufmg cither title, were occupied and exhaufted; 
others profited of the weaknefs of the government to 
abjure their native ufages, and afllime the ftile of 
independent chieftains. The flame was finothered 
until the reign of Queen Elizabeth, but then 
blazed forth in a formidable infurreftion, procefted 
by the Pope and King of Spain, the ufual enemies 
of that princefs. 

Apprehenfions were now ferioufly entertained 
that Ireland fliould either be formed into an inde- 
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pendent ftate, or pafs under the Spanifh dpnftiaion* 
'The exigency called for a forCc ^tnuch greater and 
better appointed than had hitherto been appro- 
priated to this fcrvice. In fuelling this revolt, the- 
rcduftion of the ifland was at length completed. 

Under thefc circumftanccs, James the Firft- fuc- 
ceeded to the government j and with great appear* 
ance of probability the writers of that age foretold 
the approach of a golden, age of peace and prof- 
perity. -Thefe hopes were fruftrated by the fana* 
tical cnterprife of compelling the acceptance of the 
reformed doftrines, and of forcibly expelling th& 
' only religion which was known to the people, or 
with which they had any means of being acquainted^ 
By degrees the policy of rooting out the Roman 
Catholics fucceeded to that of exterminating the 
ancient h\(b. 

The mode of introducing* the reformation inta 
Ireland was^ib obnoxious, that even if miracles vvit- 
neflVd and warranted its veracity, popular aflenc 
muft have been reluftant. A fimple pcopie adhered 
with zeal to the rites which they had been taught 
to praftife, and with tendernefs to the paftors whon^ 
they had been accuftomcd to revere. No cir- 
cumftance called for a change of religious infticu^ 
tions in the country ; and to an unneceffary under-. 
taking was added the manner of the attempt, calcu- 
lated to revolc every feeling and ^very prejudice j 
men were punifhed before it was attempted to per^ 
(bade them. On the peine of the fvvord opinions 
wxre propounded by rulers of unamiable and uncon^ 
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tiliatory condu6l:, whom the anxiety to aggrandize 
themfclves or their followers often betrayed into 
lifts of unjuftifiable feventy* The eftates of the 
original Irifli, and 6f the early Englilh fcttlers, were 
fe repeatedly fought by thofe who condemned their 
i^eligion, that the fupport of both was infenfibly 
blended, and the caufe of the Church of Rome be- 
came that of the liberty and property of Ireland* 
Lord Strafibrd, patria et TroJ^ communis Erynnis^ 
contributed not a little to cftablifli this fentiment; 
It appeared in force in the great civil war of 1641 1 
at the revolution it provided an army for King 
James ; for the partiality of the Irifh to that prince 
was not, as many have imagined, blind devotion 
to an injudicious monarch. They confidered, that 
the general welfare of their country was likely to be 
promoted by his reftoration. The recent fettlers, or 
Proteftants, whofe tenures appeared fomewhat pre- 
carioiTS, confulted their, fecurity by maintaining in 
its moft rigid fenfe^he f^jperiority of England. The 
ancient inhabitants, or Roman Catholics were, under 
fhis fyftem, excluded from the trufts, emoluments, 
and dignities of public fituacion ; they were dif- 
turbed in their properties, and molcftcd in their re- 
ligion. They fought to relieve themfelves from 
that inconvenience, by altering the terms of con- 
nexion between the kingdoms. The poftcrity of 
the adverfe party have imitated them in that fpecu- 
lation, and infifted upon the eftablifhment of an in- 
dependent legiflaturc, as a meafure ellential to the 
honour and happincfs of Ireland. 
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Thus two fa<aions, two countries we may be al* 
lowed to call themi were fornried within the ifland, 
advcrfc in public and in private interefts. Each, 
judging the antagonift by his own maxims and feel- 
ings, became accuftomcd to reprefenc him ungra- 
cious and unamiable ; but I do not undertake the 
hiftory of thefe fuppreffed faftions; I endeavour 
merely to explain fo much of the former ftate of 
Ireland, as may appear to have had fomc influence 
in forming its modern condition. A confiderable 
part of the oppofition to the late emancipation * of 
the Roman Catholics, proceeded from thefe ori- 
ginal impreflions. A tradition had been banded 
down in many families that Popery was a natural 
enemy. Adhering to this primitive aflbciation of 
ideas, feduced by prepofTefTions fo inveterate, the 
enemies of the ' meafure were unable to per- 
ceive that the period was arrived for cor- 
refting the principles of t;heir government. The 
attachments were diflblved, and the relations 
altered, which had heretofore difcriminated the 
refpedtive parties. B/ their own hands the but- 
trefs was levelled, which fupported their dominion. 
No longer was the aid of England to be invoked j 
the fifter nation would not peculiarly countenance % 

* I life this familiar word^ emancipation^ to avoid a pfi*. 
phrafe, although I do not confider it as perf€£lly applicable* 
It feems to imply, that the Roman Catholics of Ireland were 
raifed from a condition more abjed than really they had been 
placed in. It equally implies that the account is clofed be. 
twecn that people and the ftate, which I do not conceive to bd 
the general fentiment. 

party 



• C liii ) 

party, which had proved indocile to her fway $ or 
employ her power in the proteftion of domeftic ar- 
rangements, from which (he had ceafed to derive 
emolument* The ehfranchifement of the Komati 
Catholics was not originally prefented to the public 
mind, under an intemperate form. Yet it was re- 
ceived, as would have been the denunciation of a 
fervile war, or the infolent claim of menials to 
ihare the diftindlion of their mafters. If I were 
much influenced by perfonal confiderations, I 
might paufe with complacency on a controverfy, ia 
which fome notice was allotted to me. The ge- 
neral good requires that it fhould be forgotten. 
The following volume will teftify the principles of 
one, who in the introduftion oi the bufmefs was not 
confidered ufelefs or inadlive, and who in the pro- 
fccution of it, expended fome time and labour, 
and incurred fome obloquy. Time has avenged 
him of advcrfaries, who are no longer recollefted. 
Their cenfure of the individual is eafily pardoned, 
Oppofition to the meafure, as a public queftion, 
admits of much extenuation. 

No candid man, converfant in the habits of 
thinking, which were familiar to the Irilh Protef- 
tants, could have reafonably expeded diat this pro- 
pofal Ihould have been adopted with the facility of a 
fclf-evident propofitlon. It was neceflary by argu- 
ment to clear the ground ; by conciliation to diverc 
private prejudice ; by patient pcrfcverancq to fub- 
due refradory intereft. In thefe were eminently 
deficient the perfons from among the Catholics, who 
undertook the conduft of the bufinefs (about the 
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month of May, 1792) at the very moment when 
fuch qualities would have been moft feafonable. If 
it were in contemplation to plant eternal difcord 
in Ireland, the favorers of the defign would have 
purfued nearly the fame condu6l that was obfervcd 
on this occafion. To one party an objcft was pre- 
fented fo very defirable, that they were likely to 
overlook inferior confiderations In the profecution 
of it. The other was not elated by the fame en- 
thufiaftic fervor -, the members of it fixed their at- 
tention on the means, and perceived them to bfc ir- 
ritating and offcnfive. The breach was thus ren- 
dered every day more wide ; and the difference was 
made more venemogs and irreconcileable by intro- 
ducing perfonal afperities againfl individuals, who 
diflented. Let me not be underftood to apologize 
for thefe gentlemen, who, often in a manner highly 
tinjuftifiable, oppofed themfeives to the Roman 
Catholic pretention. But I would have treated 
them more mildly, becaufe/ after all, when the 
queftion was to be carried, we mufl aflume, our ref- 
peftive ftations in the fame country ; aW the fuc- 
cefs of the caufe, which was inevitable, was fuffi- 
cient both as to revenge or vindication. The mo- 
ment was pregnant with circumftances favourable 
and recommendatory : thefe were abandoned, and 
llich a caufe made to depend on precarious con- 



tingencies. 



The Adminiftration had the good fenfe to rid the 
country of the difcuffion in the fecond year of it. 
They made a facrificc of that part of the objec- 
tionable 
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tlonable ftatutes, which affedlcd the natian, and which 
was felt by the. Catholics as the mofl: univerfal, 
and affliSing inconvenience. But that people for- 
feited, by injudicious management, all the advantage 
which might have accrued to their caufe, from ad- 
drcfs and negociatiom Of the high ground upon 
which they were placed they loft as much, and 
profited as little, as the nature of the cafe permit- 
ted : and the kingdom, of which they form a con- 
fiderablc portion, fuftained effcnlial injury. If, 
which many believe, by rc^iterated and fupernu- 
liierary appeals to the people, the principles of fub- 
ordination have been unfettled, and wretches 
prompted, (indircftly, without doubt, and I can- ~ 
didly believe, unintentionally,) to draw down upon 
their heads mifcry or death, tSS awful animadvcr- 
fion of juftice. If an alarm, the efFedt of thefe 
proceedings, has interrupted the confidence upon 
which public credit depends, and driven multitudes 
of manufadurers from employment, before the ca- 
lamity of war could have affedled them. If great 
publig Ipirit and exertion have been unneceffarily 
called forth, improvidendy adminiftercd, and pro- 
fufely fquandered j if privrleges, which might have 
been obtained with good will, by fufFering the firft 
ferment to fubfide, and then fubftituting concilia- 
tion for afperity, are to be incumbered with the ha- 
tred and envy of thofe with whom we fhare them, 
then have thefe franchifes been ranfomed upon ex- 
travagant conditions. It is an unthrifty bargain- 
which pays fifty years purchafe foi* perhaps twcnry- 

% four 
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fbqr months of accelerated enjoyment. I (hould 
have fcarcely thought thefc incidents worthy to be 
recoUefted, were it not that they furnifh an inftroc- 
tivc lefibn to a people, which is ftill likely to be 
poftulant. In the northern province of Ireland, 
the enfranchifement of the Catholics was confidered 
at leifure, and there the affirmative opinion ob- 
tained the greateft number of profelytes. In that 
diftridt, the competition of the fe£bs had long cea{ed> 
for the fuperiority of the reformed party was dect- 
fivc; there, of coiirfe, natural juftice had ample 
room to operate. Let us remark for the honour 
of the eftabliflied hierarchy, the refcrvc of that 
body on a fubjedl which might be fuppofed calcu- 
lated to inflame its paffiohs. Some were diftin- 
guilhed among the favorers of the Roman Ca- 
tholic ^^mancipation J few ranged themfclves with 
its aftive opponents. 

Thefc mifccllaneous or defultory obfervations 
have extended beyond my original projeft of a mere 
introduftion. There appears much inclination to 
report and credit the marvellous on the fubj-ft of 
I riflj politics; to fwell accidental riot into the ma- 
nifeftation of real grievance, or the evidence of in- 
veterate difaffeftion, as it fuits the temper of thofe 
who treat the fubjedt. I have attempted to de- 
liver, what I conceive to be more accurate in- 
formation, by referring events to the true, that 
is to accidental caufes* A noble writer aflerted, 
in a work publifhed a few years ago, that during 
the American war, fums of French money had been 
diilributcd in Ireland, and reprefented this as a 

caufc 
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caufc of popular murmurs, which then prevailed 
in that country, A very fcrious charge ! of which 
the proofs were^ I apprehend^ only known to the 
author ; for where the tranfafbion was fuppofed to 
have pafled^ it has not left either a trace or a fuf* 
picion* I trufl: that^ without reforting to bribery, 
the exiftence of motives^ adequate to produce po* 
pular difcontent in Ireland, is rendered ma« 
nifcft. 

In an hiftory of the laft twenty months, lately 
publiihedj a few curibry remarks on the affairs of 
Ireland are careleisly interfperfed. To deliver 
jejune and frivolous obfcrvations, may be the mif- 
fortune of a writer i but this mafs of diflngenuous 
malignity ^ is calculated to miflead, to reprefcnt 

fadioQ 

^ This writer aflertSy asacaufe of oppofitioo to the pre« 
knfioii of the Remiui Catholics, that three Iriih fomilks fom 
a codttioni and ^ eajojr emoluisieDts to the amount of x jo^oool. 
<*peraiiniiOf)»'' (psge 149.) In the firfi place, between tho 
three names he has cited, there is no more coalition than be* 
tnreen any other three members of Parliament, who think, 
proper to vote in general with the prefeot Admioifiratioo; 
and iecoodly» no fuch emolument it poflMed^bj them. Accu» 
racy n^ght be expected in an kiftorioHy when bii materials are 
not more recondite than the court calendar. 

In eachof twoof thefe *^ familiet^'* there is one office» with 
Its ufnal perquiiites. In the diird, a noble family of the firft 
laok and refpe^bility, of which the younger branches have 
i^ied themfelves to public afiaira, there are three or four. 
The aoouiation is then reduced to a charge, that there are of* 
ficcrs of flate ih Ii^ehuid. 
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ftftion innocent, and public management repre* 
henfible. The mod laudable adls of the Irifh Go* 

vernment 

It cannot appear very extraordinary, that an ancient and 
Opulent family, of confitlerable perfonal and {>ariiamentary in- 
fiuence, fhould participate in the feirour and confidence of his 
Majf^fty, Thefe are terms by which the people of Irdaod. 
WQuld, I believe, readily conient to recall their emiaent non- 
refidents. The noble chief of the name we allude to, fpends 
a verj' Jarga fortune in his country,, with affiduoys and ho* 
nourable attention to the encouragement of every ufefiil art 
and pra£^ice. The department of rerentle rxAm&tr^ ' which* 
is filled by his brother, is the fituation of mqft laborious doty, 
in the Irlfli Adminiftration. This calumny firll appeared in 
the form of an anonymous hand bill, diftributed in order to' 
excite the lower order to infurredtion. It is not wonderful 
that a falfe report fhould arife in that fhape, and be converted 
to that purpofe ; but flrange, indeed, that a perfon with pre- 
tenlions to be believed^ fliould defcend to write his name upon 
the dagger of a ruffian. , - . 

In the parallel which he attempts between Mr« Borke and 
Jiimfelf, I iliall not follow Mr. Plovt^den, becaufe the contrail 
may probably not occur to any fecond perfbu. <Ndther^o f 
interfere to defend that eminent man againft his naufeons illi« 
berality ; in the conteft with Priam, it is unneeeflary to offer a 
ihield to Achilles. In one circumftance only, the mere ftate- 
ment of a fa^ with which I am converiant, I 0iaU talae the li^ 
berty to corred htm. 

The appointment of Mr.. Burke, jun. to negociate in Eng- 
land for the Iriih Catholics, was not an artful precaution, as 
it is rcprefented by Mr. Pbwden, to fccure the countenance of 
his father, and to exempt that caufe fit)m " his general baa 
" and aiathcma againft .innovatoK." Mr. Burke wis tm^ 
}!^-ed bcforethe gentlemen who folicited him toad, intended 
to apply for the privilege of fuffrage. . Certainly this propofid 
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vcrnment are cither totally fuppreflcd, or touched 
with hade and inaccuracy j and thofe circumftanccs 
forced into notice, of which it is poffible to attempt an 
unfair ftatement, or from which an unkind inference 
may be extorted. Conceflions, well timed, and firmnefi 
well direfted, diftingui(hed the Irifli Adminiftration 
at that critical feafon. I fpcak of the general go- 
vernment of the country, not of the extra-miniftev 
rial proceedings of gentlemen who hold high of- 
fices, fomc of whom I cannot equally applaud, be- 
caufc I do not concur with them. The Irifti nation 

baa 

having been made by Mr. Burke,^ jun. to the Minifter, and 
having been received in England as a projeft not unreafonable,^ 
was a very principal caufe of the confident perfcverance of the 
Catholics ; it encouraged the moll timid of that body to enter- 
tain hopes of fuccefs, and to encounter the dooieitic oppofitioq 
that was expelled to the meafure. 

If the nomination of that gentleman was afic6led by an/ 
Gonfideration, other than the op'mion, that in his hands thc^ 
bufinefs would have been managed with ability j it was the 
grateful fenfe of his father's attention to their welfare, whicU 
had long been experienced by the Catholics of Ireland. For 
above thirty years that gentleman had been their ftrenuous 
and difinterefled advocate and prote<%or. He was the firA 
perfon who attempted to oppofe the current of public illibe-^ 
rality, and from the rich mine of bis political pieces havQ. 
b^en fgppiied the greater part of the arguments which wer^. 
employed in the late difcuiSon. He was defervedly conddered 
by that people the father of the Catholic emancipation. Mr^- 
Burke's fcDtiments on this f^bjddt w^re declared in his fpeech 
^ Briftol; they were exprefled more fully above ten yeais^ 
iince in a letter to Lord Kenpar^, puUiflied aboi^t ths^t tLiif« 

h 9> Mr« 
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has ' no reafoa to cenfure the cabiaot^ from ^enc^ 
iflucd rcftridions on the prerogatives of the crown ; 
limitations on the expenditure of public money ;* 
a new and beneficial arrangement in the finances; 
the admiflion of the entire people to nearly all the 
advantages of the conftitution^ which had been 
withheld from them; and the n)aintenance of ordes ia 
a crifis of peculiar delicacy. 
. The aft to prevent ConventicNss is reprefented bj 
the writer before me, as the outrageous expedient 
of an unaccommodating government to cnifli the 
cxpreffion of well-founded niurmurs. Whether ori- 
ginally juftifiable orotherwife, every difpaflionatemaa 
in the nation muft allow that thefc aflemblies had now 
fallen into abufe. There appeared a manifrft de* 
fign to render fuch meetings habitual; and they 
Vere likely tQ become the engine of every petty de- 
magogue, and the refource of every petty i^iSktiC- 
faftion. Indeed^ the Conventioa which was held at 
Dungannon in 1793, appears to have been already of 
this defcription. The real grievance of Ireland is the 
want of fufficient occupation for her hands; the caufc 

Mr. Burke*8 ^ btn and anatbefm agaiaft iDBoraton and re- 
"formers," never extended to any innovatioD, but thofe^ 
which^ {haking the fecurity of government and property, were 
dangerous to human happinefs, he could not be icnagined 
hoilile to the extenfion of the Britifli Cooftitution to his Ma* 
jelly's Roman Catholic fubje^«. 

* Thcic two meafures had been iotraduced ki fenner fef. 
lions by Mr. Forbes, member for Drogbeda ; they wem 
adopted with fome improvement by the mioiAcr* 

Of 
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0f that inconvcsnience is her want of capital. It wai 
clearly the intereft of the kingdoiQ tp invite confi*' 
dencci by prefenting to the world « govcrnmenc^ 
drongt as well by the correAion of abufes, as by 
vigour and vigilance in preventing intemperance. If 
thefe fchools of difaffedtion were to be fuppreiled^ 
it was more merciful to denounce to the unwary the 
fenfe of the legiflature, and to reclaim them^ thao 
to permit the evi and punifti it. 

But is the avenue of Parliament cloTed to the fub- 
jeA by this law ? No. The right of petitioning is 
regulated and re*enafted. It is ftri£lly forbidden lo 
convene as dclegatesi bccaufe the Parliament is fup* 
pofed to poflefs that charaAcr^ and becaufe that 
mode of collcdling the public fentiment has no ad- 
vantage to counterbalance the mifchicf of inflaming 
the nation J and diverting the people from their ne«> 
ceflary occupations which were known to have arifen 
from it. The Irilh G>nvention bill refembles that aft 
of Charles the Second, which prohibits more than a 
certain number to prrfeoc a petition to Parliament. 
That law has never interrupted theexercifeof the fub* 
je6t*s right to approach the legiflature. The privi- 
lege of petitioning is rather fecured by it than inter- 
rupted. By the political burricance which Ireland fe^ 
in th( year 17921 the lower order of the people wa# 
vehemently agitated i from the month of May, in 
that year, to the enfuing January, there were fome 
injudicious proceedings of Roman CatI\olics ia 
Dublin i* there were many, by the partifans ofrc^ 

* I sUude to the Gentlemen who were ailed the fub-oonw 
mittec of the Catholki,, 

form; 
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form ; and one very general,' and by no means the 
leaft inflamnrtatory, adopted by the greater part of 
the Grand J,uries throughout the kingdonn. By all 
thefe provocations, a confiderable degree of ferment 
had been excited through the nation ; and It 
extended to a ^eafantry, whofc fituation ab-eady 
too much prepared it to be unquiet. There 
i;«rere • perfons in the kingdom who miftook for 
patriotifm their reludance to obey, or their C3|- 
peftations of acquiring weight from democrat 
tic Innovation. The good to be derived to the 
jower clafs from the conceffion of the legiflaturc was 
remote^ and eluded their fagacity; the inciteijients 
to outrage were urgent and immediate. It woulcf not 
have been difficvU to have milled the people, ere 
yet they had been rendered fenfible of their in\- 
proved condition. If, becaufe fome Conventions 
had acquired celebrity, corporations of licenfed con-- 
fpiracy had been permitted to, form under the f^me 
appellation ; and if, by th^ prote^^iqn of an ap-- 
plauded name (that of the volunteers) arms had 
been fuffered to fall into the hands of men^ without 
reftraint or ftledlion, thefe perfqns mull afterward? 
inevitably have governed the country i th(?Conven* 
tional Affemblies would have prefcnted a rallying 
Tpoint ; the armed bodies would have proved the in* 
ftruments of the difafFcded* By the Conyentioi? 
bill, the former danger was prevent;ed : the latter 
attempt -was wifely and fortunately defeated Uy th.c 
judicious interference of the executive power, With- 
out thefe laudable and well-timed exertion?^ Iiclan,4 

was 
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was loft to the crown, or at leaft to peace, to in* 
duftry, and to private happinefs.* 

* I have omitted to detail the proofs of infidious defign ia 
the gentlemen who were active in promoting the laft Conven- 
tion held at Dungannon, and which they appeared deiirous to 
piiopagate through the nation, by means of fimilar meetings, 
becaufe this duty has been very ably and faithfully difcharged 
by a ienfible and honefl man, who was a member of the Af^ 
fembly, and witnefs to their proceedings. See Letters to the 
Inbahitants of the Town and Lor4/hip of Newfy^ hy Jofeph 
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INTRODUCTION. 



THE lawsi, which piimfii soh-confbrmi^ to^e 
cftablilhed reli^ion^ have frequently, in Eng- 
land, been the topic of free difcuffion ; the fpiric 
•and tendency of rhefe reftriftions have been ex* 
pded without referve, and the conduft of thofc 
who maintained them, arraigned with feverity. 
The controul aflumed over confcience was felt and 
reprefented, as arrogant and intrufive, by the Pro- 
ceftant Diifenters ; a defcription of refolute and 
jbigh-fpirited men, jealous of their own rights, and 
«ifually not indifferent to the rights of others. In 
the arguments of thefe learned and difcerning 
perfons, (for fuch is the cbaradter of the Prefbyte* 
rian advocates) the evidence of truth and jullicc 
appeared irrefiftible; yet the convidion which 
they fuccefbfulty laboured to imprefs, was not de- 
figned for univerfal benefit; it was a barrier 
•refted to proteft particular defcriptions of citizens 
from the intemperance of profperous bigotry, bui! 
ftot fufEcient to repel every encroachment of 
falfe zeal, infringing on natural right under 
pretence of religion. Much in the ground-work: 
was done for the general caufe of liberty* In this| 
fchool were firft promulgated the facred doctrines 
of man's native dignity and freedom. Here firft 
were the juft powers of fociety defined, and d 
ftandard cftablilhed, to afcertain by what facri- 
fice its advantages (hould be purchafed. The pre* 
B rogacivea 
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rogatives of confcience were aflerted, and tfte i3f' 
ercife of private judgement vindicated againft the 
interference of human tribunals. But having ex- 
culpated themfelves from the imputation of tenets^ 
which might fubjeA them to the jurifdiftion of the 
magiftratc, thefe writers fometimes infinuatedv that 
with regard to other denominations, the apprehen* 
fion was not equally groundlefs : that there did 
cxift opinions unlike what they profefled, repre- 
beofible and dangerous-— > 

Quae (ibt quifqiie tiraebat^ 
Unius in mireri exitium converfa tulerc* 

It is the objc6t of this cflay to inveftigate the cafe 
of the Roman Catholics of Ireland, againfl: whom 
fuch accufations have been chiefly diredled : hi- 
therto partly from the timidity of thefe injured reli- 
gionifts, panly from the antipathy entertained againft 
them, their grievances have feldom been ftrongly 
and fully (lated« and not often coniidered with the 
calmnefs which the nature of the fubject merits. 
It has been made rather the fupplication ofindi* 
gent calamity, than a folemn (late queftion of ex* 
pediehce and juftice, and addrefled not to the 
good fenfe, but to the commiferation of Protec- 
tants. I wi(h to call the national mind to this in« 
veftigation, as to a public concern of the moft fe- 
rious nature, and infinitely more eflential to the 
fcheme of Iri(h confticuiion, than even the favou- 
rite meafures of reform and refpbnfibility. We 
live in an age in which fuch difcuffion may be 
looked for ; it is an age of benevolent attention to 
the oppreffed ; an age of vigorous enterprize and 
hardy fpecuiation. The particular circumftancea 
of Ireland call at this moment for the inquiry. : 
complaints are loudly uttered, both in and out of 
Parliament, that the executive power is not fuffi- 
cientljr contrpuled^ and that the popular branch of 

the 
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the conftitution has not its due influence ; it may 
prove interefting to confider whether thefe, and 
other evils of magnitude cannot be redreffed, by 
the emancipation of the Catholics ; it may not bcr 
found fuperfluous to examine whether the.equi-*. 
poife, eflential to a free ftate, can be preferved, or 
whether any limitations upon the exeaitive: power 
*an be relied on, whilft three fourths of the nation 
are obliged to regard themfelves dependent on that 
power, and to adopt fentiments which are only to 
be reconciled with a ftate of abjed dcfpotifm^ 
** that they are at the mercy of the crown, and 
*• muft comply with the caprices of its officers,*' 
Vaflals without political pride, political importance^ 
or political intereft. 

* No nation can have an intereft diftinA from that 
of three fourths of its inhabitants. If it is inex-i 
pedient that the Irifh Catholics Ihould be free, the 
Proteftants ought, in juftice and common fenft, 
to abandon the purfuit of liberty. If reftridions 
on the monarch are not for the greateft good of 
the greateft number, our monarchy (hould be chan^ 
ged from limited to abfolute, and the operationi 
t)f government no longer impeded to convenience 
a minority of the nation, Ledures on freedom are 
delivered in Parliament, repeated from the prefs, 
and re-echoed at every local meeting; is it to be 
prefumed that thefe circumftances (hall make no 
impreffidn on the Catholics ? When we are taught 
-the neceffity of a popular controul over power. 
When we are told, that minifters do not merit con- 
fidence, that their praftice and principles ufually ^ 
are vicious, we (hould, indeed, labour under more 
than Beotian dullnefs, if we did not defire to poC- 
fefs the privilege of political interference, of which 
the ufefulnefs is recommended by the fii*ft talents 
in the land, and of which, to thofe who enjoy it, 
the value feems ineftimable. The rights of man, 
the rights of the people, are the themes of every 
6 i public 
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Sublic and private fociety. Shall we notbein^ 
uced to inquire, what there is more than man m 
4 Froteftant, or lefs in a Roman Catholic, whicl^ 
fliould degrade the one from his natural kvel, and 
in the fame proportion elevate the other? Tbp 
pre-eminence conceded to wealth and ftatioo is fa^ 
hicary ; that enjoyed by n^rit natural ; the refpc^ 
paid to birth an allowable prejudice, arifing out o§ 
both ; but no apology of expedience or juilice 
can be offered for the diftribution of mankind inta 
cafts by their religious tenets, and the fubfequenc 
fdoftion of a choten pe<^le. The preference is not 
the reward of fuperior virtue ; the virtues of every 
fed are fimilar, and by all, like principles of nso- 
rality are inculcated. It is nop calculated to pro« 
mote fcicnce, to encourage induftry, or animate^ 
honour: we have proofs in Ireland, that religfouf. 
dtflenfion, fomented by authority, conft^tutes aa 
almoft infuperabie obftacle iq improvenifint* 

The circumfUnces of France are of^en allpdgc^ 
in argument to ^lence the call for, political altera? 
tion. The cataftrophe of the Gallic defpotifo^ 
might certainly furniih an ufeful leffc^n po perfoosv 
in authority. It might teach theii}, that how fpp? 
cioufly (bever eftabli(bed, that cannot be fecuiw,, 
which has injuftice for its bafi^. It might inculcate 
the propriety of revifing a fyflem of gqvemmpnt, 
whilil yet revifion may be calnxiy majiag^d ; am} of 
accommodating laws to the t<?tpper of thofe 
.whofe obedience muft give them e^cacy^ It qiighit 
fhew that a government' of force cannot be re- 
lied on ; that government muft ibmigwljere reft 
upon opinion, either of thofe who enforce, or^hofe 
who obey it: the latter 19 more conducive to thie^ 
eafe and happinefs, both of fiibjefbs and rulers. 
The entire fabric of French politics was built on a 
few privite viewsj and unftable prejqdicesj as.the 
oation learned to think, the form^er werediflipatfd ; 
the latter^ as it became animated with tbis enthujB^m 

of 
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X)f public virtue. A few men capable of fetctng the 
example of either^ are fufficienc to operate on the 
public mind this material alteration. I do not fee 
that any country ought to flight admonition ; I do 
not fee that it is culpable to offer it : until the enemy 
was at the walls of Rome, Vitcllius refufed to cre- 
dit the intelligence of his approach ; he continued 
inattentive to the laft, and became the vi(3:ii)a of hi? 
obllinacy. 

But unlefs we will force the comparifon upon 
ourfelves, there is no analogy between the fitua- 
tion of France, and that of Ireland. When France 
awoke from her lethargy of implicit obedience, 
(he found fcattcred around but the veftigcs of 
freedom, indiftinft, and converted for the mod 
part into abufes. A few indefinite privileges, haftily 
Inatchcd in times of feudal barbarifm, not adapted 
to the manners of the prefent age ; not compatible 
with the degree of informarion that fubfifts in it. 
The «ra of GaUic torpor was a bufy fcene in Eng- 
land ; during that entire period the fpirit of the 
nation, was alive, and feconded by (latefmen of no 
ordinary ability. Oppreffive inftitutions were 
refcinded or correfted. We have in Ireland the 
model of an excellent conftitution ; the fcale is, 
indeed, contraded ; it (hould be rendered capa-* 
irious of every citizen. But when the democratic 
orgaq (h^l havf bc?ji repaired, the intercft of the 
feln(h fubdued^ and the lUufions of the prejudiced 
diffipated, we fliall poffefs that co^ftitution which 
antiquity applauded, and to the e:ccellQnce of' 
which every eminent modern has borne teflimony. 
No infertjnce can hold from the ftate of France to 
that of Irelapd ; if the former was ncceffitated 
to take its government to pieces, and dill feels 
the convuliions infeparable from that awful ex- 
pedient^ it cannot b^ argued, that the legiilature 
pf 4aotb{;r nation ought not to entertain the 

Z complaints 
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cotn plaints of its fubjefts, inveftigatc at Icifure 
the nature of their grievance, and appl)r without 
commotion the neceflary remedy. It is abfurd to 
fuppofe that of all human inftitutions, government 
alone is not fufceptible of improvenient ; no, the 
prudent politician, Whild he dreads the hand which 
tears, (huns not that which reftifies : he does not 
prefume that, in the imbecility entailed on our 
imperfed nature, there is an exception in favour 
of the maxims by which ftates are regulated r 
confcious of this truth, and earneft to avert the 
evils infeparable from a government which does 
not correfpond with its real objeft, and communis 
cate happmefs to the people, he will accommodate 
his policy to the temper of the times, and not crufh 
the fubjeft under the weight of inftitutions which 
have furvived their meaning. 1 do not think that 
a reafonable juftification could have ever been af- 
ledged for this fyftem, but at this day every refleft- 
ing perfon muft allow, that it admits of noapology* 
There is no pretender to the crown, whofe hopes 
the Roman Catholics might be fuppofed to favour. 
There is not any foreign ftate with whom they 
might be fufpcfted to conned themfelves. The 
only impediments are to be found in the per- 
fonal interefts of thofe, who have collefted to them- 
felves the few advantages, attainable by Ireland m 
jcs prefent ftate of political debility. Theft per- 
fons are aware that a national coaKtion muft 
prove fatal to their monopcdy : they know that 
the free intercourfe of the people is prevented by 
the reftriifirions impofed on the one part, and thi 
jealoufies entertained by the other. To perpetuate 
the difunion, Pnoteftant afcendency, a vifionary 
unmeaning apprehenfion is prefented to the Pro- 
teftants ; for the Diffenters, who know too well the 
Protcftant ftrength of Irelaad to be deceived by a 

grou»dle^ 
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groundltfs furmife of danger^ and who arc too 
Ihrewd to grafp at a Ihadow of dominion, and 
abandon the fubftance of public welfare, they have 
invented another cant more fpecious, but not left 
filly, of the incapacity for freedom. 

I never heard of any more unphilofophic jargon 
than this of incapacity for freedom ; and yet fomc 
very fenfiblc men have been deceived by it. Is there 
4ny thing fo complicated in the regulation of our 
clofeft: concerns, that we fliould require, with all 
this parade, to be initiated in the myftery ? Muft 
a man have the qualifications of a miniller of (late, 
in order to divine what gentleman in his neigh- 
bourhood is likely in parliament to oppofe unne- 
ceffary reftridions upon private life, or unneceflary 
taxes upon private property ? The eleftive franchife 
(hould be as little circumfcribed as poflible. It is the 
ftrcat fecurity of a nation that the number of per- 
lons engaged in the defence of liberty, oppofe infu- 

? Table difficulties to the labour of debauching them, 
his is not the cafe in Ireland ; the number of eledors 
are to the mafs of inhabitants comparatively few, 
and men of fortune, by an inconfiderableexpence, 
can buy the indigent Proieftants, or create fo many 
occafional freeholders as will procure a majority. 
Our government is therefore not fo pure as it might 
be rendered, and this depravity is upheld by the 
combination of bigotry and felfiOinefs, of which 
Ireland has made an apotheods, and worQiips by 
the appellation of Proteftant Afcendency. 

This illand has received from nature every ca-» 
pability of improvement that has been conferred 
upon Great Britain ; why are we not equally for- 
ward in commerce, fcience, civilization, inmanu- 
fadlures and agriculture? Becaufe principles of 
rational policy are purfued in England ; becaufe 
the BritiQi are an^ united, and the Irifh a diflraded 
nation, . The Irifh Protcftanis hold to government 

that 
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«hat rclatnin which the Janifliries do to the Turkilli^ 
and which the Precorian Guard did to the Roman^ 
Emperor ; a garrifon Rationed to awe a dependent 
people, and poffeffing exchifively the favour o£ 
government. The Protcllant afcendency, in th^ 
fenfe it now feems to be received in this country^ 
18 ^n eternal fentence of baftardy and degradation ; 
a bar lathe efcutcheon of Ireland, that limits, to 
her more fortunate fitter, the inheritance of their 
common parent .• 

When the wifhes of the people of Ireland are 
cppofed on any great dcfign of national advantage, 
ive ufually accufe fome refinement in the cabinet 
of England. That great nation is fuppofed to de* 
pend on ftratagem, for its connexion with a 
country, inclined to proceed to infatuation in it^ 
affcAionatc attachment to Great Britain. It will 
not be neceffary to infift on the profligacy of that 
bafe artifice — ** divide and govtrnP Surely thofe 
who endeavour to praftife it, arc injudicious in the 
choice both of the nation, and the particular inllan- 
ces for which they felcfk it. Remove the caufe of 
complaint, the effefts of confequence muft ceafe : 
the interctl of the fitter kingdoms, and the influ- 
ence of connexion and property, mutually inter- 
mingled, will fufficiently provide for the fccurity 
of the Empire* A profperous people will never 
, involve itfelr^ in the^calamities of civil war, merely 
CO indulge ambition, or contend for a phantom of 
pre-eminence. But let the managers for Englifli 
influence beware how they multiply the caufes of 
difcontent, and inducements to innovation. If 
every fubdivifion of Irilhmen be angered and dif- 
contented; if the Proteftant complain, that his 

* Much is faid ia this country of capacity for freedom r 
liut, in fa6^, thofe alone are unfit to tnjcy liberty, who defire 
to pervert the ufe of it. 
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privileges, are invaded ; the Roman Catholic that 
he is defrauded of the common benefits of fociety. 
I dare not dwell on the profped, it is neither cheer- 
ing nor confolatory to the friends of Ireland, and 
of the empire, I difcern little in this celebrated 
maxim, befides the obligation impofed on thofc 
who praftife it, to obferve a more vigilant po- 
licy and more minute attentions. There is ano- 
ther, not fo much ufed by politicians, but more 
valuable than volumes of their myftery. ** Do td 
** others as you would willingly be done by/' If, 
by the aid of this holy precept, the artifice of 
courts was reduced to common fenfe, and common 
honefty, the lot of human nature would become 
more enviable, and the condition of thofe who 
govern more tranquil. 

Although 1 (hould not prove fuccefsful, it 
will at leaft be fatisfaftory, to have removed the 
queftion from the loofe inveftive in which it has 
hitherto been involved, into a form of more correft 
and rational deliberation. The objed of my efTay 
can fcarcely be cenfured ; it is calculated to dif- 
fipate the antipathies, and compofe the diflenfions 
which for two centuries have rendered Ireland 
proverbially the land of faction. With the zeal 
which (hould animate a patriot, but preferving 
;he refpeft to which eftabliOied ufage is entitled. 
Firm, yet, I truft, not intemperate in my expoftula- 
tion, I remonftrate againft that part of our domef- 
tic policy which has been frequently pronounced 
prroneous, and by means of which the natural 
advantages of our fituation are faid to be fruf- 
trated. I proceed (till farther to arraign the 
artifices of defigning men who Uphold this fyf- 
tem, and the delufion of falfe reafoners who ac- 
quiefce in it, as forming impediments to the per- 
manent and peaceful fettlanent of our conftitu- 
tion. The argument will probably be conduced 
P with 
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with temper; it is advanced by one, who takes ycry 
little concern in the pre-eminence of any fed, tu^ 
who wi(hes to fee the jnrifdiftion of power limited 
•to its proper objefts, and whofe feelings are warni 
in the caufe of juftice and his country. Fortunate 
country, if mutually forgetting the animofities tQ 
which diftempered times gave origip, every order 
of citizens were aUke occupied in pramoting the 
public welfare, and alike jnyited to, participate ii\ 
^he public happinefs. 
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b/ the general rules, which Jbould guide a Legijlature 
in impqfing penalties, afid the application of theft 
fules to the Irijh Fopery Laws. 

TH[E Legiflature in the Britifli conftitution jsufu- 
aliy pronounced dmniporent. We know not, it is 
true, of a tribunal paraiilount to parliament, and 
competent in the firft inftance to rcvife or to annul 
its ordinances. But ftill there lies an Appeal to pub- 
lic opinion. This ceilforial right, by which the pco-^ 
pie It authorized to infpeft, and to pronounce on, 
political tranfadions, diftinguifheS free from defpd- 
tic governments* The inftitutidns of the Britifli 
nations have been peculiarly provident to main- 
tain it. The legiflatdr i^ bound in every inftance 
to exercife his truft with a view to preferve the 
harmony of the ftate, and to promote the happincfe 
bf the individuals who compofe it. He is rcfpon- 
fible with his reputation for the exadt perforrtianc6 
6f this duty* 

C 2 Where 
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Where, as in this cafe of the IriQi popery laws, 
a facrifice is exadted of rights efTential to man's 
well being, and the penalties impofed wreft from 
him the very firft advantages he could h^ve hoped 
to procure by political aifociation, it becomes a 
duty more indifpenfable, that perfons in authority 
fhall juftify their conduct. There furely exifts no 
internal and decifive evidence, that for having been 
educated in the Roman Catholic faith, a man necef- 
farily becomes unworthy of the confidence of fociety, 
and ought to be excluded from its advantages. 
Convincing reafons ' (hould indeed be offered, 
to account for what otherwife feems paradoxical ; 
that, in a free ftate, there is fuffered to arife a great 
landed, and a great monied intereft, not connected 
with the conftitution, not participating in the blef- 
fings of liberty, not by any means concerned to 
preferve them. I cannot admit as fufBcient what 
fometimes is alledged, that good order is preferved 
by maintaining a fubordination of religious parties. 
No religious opinions, nor the confequences of any 
religious opinions, are as likely to prove fubverfivc 
of good order as are breach of faith, fedudion and 
adultery ; crimes againfl: which, it would fcem with- 
out detriment to the ftate, there is not denounced 
a iimilar fentence of exclufion. 

It cannot be denied that the popery laws are fomc 
kind of national injury, apd a very fevere hardftiip 
on the individual fufferers. A qqeftion then arifes, 
are thefe evils compenfated by any counterbalance 
of advantage ? In my opinion they are not; and I 
fhall endeavour by an impartial ftatement of their 
fuppofed advantage sand certain inconveniencies to 
fupport this fentiment. It will, I hope, not be 
denied that Roman Catholics, like other men, are 
governed by their paflions, and their interefts, and 
triat in the purfuit of either, they do not, after the 
manner of wild bead/, rufli upon their prey to the 
riik of deftrudtion, but ar« guided like all rational' 

beings. 
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beings, by rules of common fenfc and of expe- 
diency. 

If nothing can be oppofed, but that ftale repe- 
tition of invedive and prejudice, of childiQi fur- 
mife, and vifionary apprehenfion, which confti- 
tutes in general t]he accufation againft Roman Ca- 
tholics, my argument will ftrongly plead for the 
reverfal of the attainder under which they fufFer ; 
and with the more force, as we live in a ftate of 
fociety in which government ought not, as in the 
Tuf ki(h Empire, to be reduced to the defpotic ex- 
pedient of fecuring on fufpicion. Indeed the pre- 
cautions taken to (ecure the ftate againft the Ca- 
tholics, are meafurcs to fccurc it againft itfelf j for 
if that rational, and equal liberty, which the Bri» 
ci(h conftitution promiics, was communicated to 
every fubjedt, what intcreft could perfons of this 
religion have, different from other men, whofe pro- 
perty is within the realm, whofe fatnilies are efta- 
bliflied in it, and who muft therefore affociate 
their private concerns with the welfare of their 
country ? 
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Of the hardjhips infliSled on the Roman Cathalies^ijf 
the Popery Lawsi 

THE definition is not too extenfive, which dc- 
fcribes the difqualifications impofed in Ireland 
on Roman Catholics, as amounting to an utter ex* 
clufion fi'om all that can cherifti the fine emotions/- 
or gratify the laudable ambition of the noble mind ; 
from whatever imparts its energy to courage : to 
genius ftrength and animation. They conftitutc 
an ordinance of ftate, forbidding two thirds of the' 
Irifli people to confider themfelves men of princii- 
ple, or freemen. 

Through the entire fyftem thcfe charadVeriftics 
are predominant, power and confidence are rigidly^ 
withheld, and a line drawn between the obje&s of 
coercion, and all other members of the community; 
the moft profligate of the reformed fefts is prefum- 
ed more truft-worthy, than any however reputable 
of the unfavoured religion ; and the latter are, 
upon all occafions expofed to the contumely of this^ 
niortifying fuppofition. 

Thus, by withholding from them the eleftivef 
franchife, they are pronounced unfit to aft as 
truftees foi' their own, and for their country*s liber- 
ty, and deprived of reprefentation, that eflence and 
firft principle of a free conftiiution. 

They are precluded from the hope of advance-* 
ment through the medium of the aftive profeflions ; 
and from the emolument which lefs ambitious 
induftry might obtain in the diftribution of public 
employments. 

They 
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They are ftigmatized as fufpiclous perfons, to 
V^bom the prudence of the legiflature is obliged to 
(^eny the ordinary proted^ion of defending them-^ 
f^lves by military weapons. 

The midnight robber, if refifted, is enabled to 
^xchang^ his ch^r^fter by day, and to expofe his 
vidtim to a legalized injury ; a peaceable citizen 
may be punifhed for having in his pofleffion thofe 
^rms by which his life was protedled. 

Let it not be faid that this penalty is rarely 
inflided ; the cant of the prefent day is liberality 
of fentiment and condu<ft ; as twenty years back 
it was the dangers of popery, and the neceflTity of 
preventing the growth of it ; pofEbly the caprice 
of twenty years hence may reftore the original 
prder of precaution and jealoufy. 

Neither does it afford much confolation, that a 
difpenfing power is conferred on government;, thc- 
fufferers have good ground to complain, that a 
ra(h and unneceffary mark of opprobium is fet 
upon their body : that the relief to individuals is 
rendered precarious by the forms of application, 
^nd burdenfome by the perquifites of office. The 
Dation at large will ferioufly confider, whether, as 
with the rifing prpfperity of Ireland, the property 
of Roman Catholics becomes extenfive, fo dan- 
gerous an engine of influence (hould be entrufted 
to the executive government, 

Every citizen, according to the nature of his 
qualifications and nierit, has pretenfions to (hare 
in the rotation of public offices. We contribute 
with more cheerfulnefs our quoca to the public 
exigencies, when we recoiled that, from this fund, 
perhaps a fon, or brother, abfolutely does at prefent, 
or is likely ^t feme fgture day to derive, the means 
of honorable fubfiftence; and thus in the emolument 
of clofe connexions, the burden of taxes is alle- 
viated. From this confolation, faint and frivolous 
jndced, the Roman Catholic/, ky the fpecial inter- 
ference 
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fcrcDCC of the Icgiflaturc is precluded. An aft of 
rigour the more unwarrs^ntable, as the Sovereign 
alone is the difpenfer of public bounty ; and there 
is no great reafon to apprehend, that without the 
admonition of an A6t of Parliament, he would not 
in cafe of danger, provide with fufficient yigilancQ 
for his own fecurity. 

The prohibition to embark in the moft enviable? 
profeffions, challenges its place in this inveftigation. 
To a Roman Catholic of ordinary means, unlefs; 
he will confeijt to a wafteful partition of his pro- 
perty, inftead of a fource of pride and confolation, 
his children are a burden. Clofed to this order c^ 
citizens are the avenues which lead from the middle 
to the fuperior ranks of life, the fafcinating career 
pf intellcd and genius. — In the various walks of 
traffic, to which this people are limited, it is idle, 
nay dangerous, to engage without a natural hias^ 
or habits ftrongly imprelfed by education; Let but 
the accident of birth or early prejudice fix, 
in the Romifli faithj^ a mind naturally intelligent and 
active ; the vigour which might have fignalized itfelf 
in the field, the fertile foil in which imagination 
had luxuriantly fprouted, and good fenfe been cul- 
tivated with advantage, produces hv\i an outlaw, 
a vagabond, or bankrupt. Of the ill policy of 
refufing in the military departments the fervice^ 
of our Roman Catholic countrymen, the brave 
men who diftinguiOi themfelves in every part of 
Europe, have frequently been cited in evidence. 
A domcftic leffon, ftill recent, might have infttufted 
the Irifti nation, that the precaution was ufelefs if 
\3[iot imprudent. When every gale was expefted tQ 
waft invafion to the coaft ; and in the general de- 
preffion of the empire, the people of Ireland, ad- 
dreffing themfelves, like the antient Britons to their 
accuftomed proteftors, were rebuffed like that peo- 
ple, with a tale of mifcarriage, a pifture of diflrefs, 
•nd a confe0ion of inability ; in that day of con- 
4 fufion, 
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fuiion, this boafted wifdom of paft titnes^ and cbef? 
precioxis ijiftitutions, the refult of it, were aUk-c for- 
gotten. There was no inclination, no Jeifurc tp, 
coafult a catCchifm, a martyrology, or a legend, in 
order to decide what meafure of confidence might be. 
reposed in men, when their deareft interefts are in 
jeopardy* But recoUeding for once the natural forc« 
of the ftate, thefe infulted and injured Papifts were 
called to defend a country in which they were not. 
cherilhed. The Roman Catholics, without hefit^- 
tion or reluctance, came forward. To their decided, 
interpofition Ireland, nay the Britifh empire, was, at 
that day of terror, indebted for its prefervation. Dif-» 
appointed in the expeftation .of internal fuccour,, 
France abandoned, as hopelefs, a projeft, which, 
had for a long time been designed, and for which; 
mei^fpres had, with no little prudence, been con-, 
certi^. But mark in the iequel the retributioa 
made to thefe excellent citizens, Happy had 
that peril proved for Ireland, if the hurricane,, 
which fwept the vermin of pccviCh apprehenfion^ 
from the land, had terminated their exiftence. They 
returned as the horizon grew ferene, to indulge in 
the funftiine, and mar the prolpeds of our tran- 
quillity. Popery agai n became tormidable, Whea 
their iervices ceafed to be neceffary, there was leifur^ 
to doiibt the good intentions of thie Rom^n Ca« 
thoJics. The arms entrufted tQ them were in ge- 
neral recalled, and themfelv^. difcard^ from moft 
volunteer corps in that part of the country, which 
had immediately witnefled their exertions.* In tha 
only Jnftance, vfhen they might have betrayed their 
country, they yfere trgfted; they were carefledj^ 
and confided in at a time, when, if i\\ dif- 
pofed to the ftate, their treachery might havq 
produced ierious mif^hief. In the face of that very 

* This happfjicd at Cork| June, {?79* 
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enemy, whom their prepoflcflions were fuppofcd tcr 
favour, they were embodied ; at this day their 
moft fanguine exertions to injure the civil or eccleiG- 
aftical eftabliOiment could not {ucceed, and they now 
are treated with diffidence and contumely. Whence 
this wbimfical overflow of confidence, this unnatural 
return of fufpicion? Let thofe reconcile the appa- 
rent inconfiftency, to whom the bondage of their 
equals feems of little moment, and who attempt 
to juftify it by fome plea of vvifdom, or appeal to 
expediency. I cannot grant, that men 6vcr do 
become fo negligent of their concerns, as to tempt 
an enemy amongft them, merely becaufe he coin- 
cides with them in fome articles of creed and difci- 
pline ; but completely to refute thofe who affert, 
that their country cannot depend on the Roman 
Catholics, let us judge the caufe on its own inter- 
nal evidence. If their mifplaced afFedions have 
deviated from what duty diftates, they mutt fiireJy 
have fome objeft. France and Spain are the only 
powers to whom they might reafonably attach them- 
lelves. That they were not attached to either, is 
Efficiently evinced by the circumftancealready cited. 
If ihefe courts had adherents in the country, a fecret 
intelligence riiuft have been eftablilhed, and never 
could a more favourable opportunity occur to pro- 
fit of our divilions, than when the perfdns oh 
whofe difpofitions they could rely, were abfo'lutely 
prepared with arms to receive them. No fuch 
inclination, no fuch intelligence at the time were 
evep hinted at; it was fuppofed, and the fuppo- 
fition proceeded no further, that the poor, be- 
caufe they are defperate, would become outra- 
geous. Why then was the old fyftem of rigorous 
coercion revived againft men who, in the feafon 
of dariger and trial, had given a teft fo unequivocal 
of their fidelity ? To me there feerps more of prin- 
ciple in the brutality of fiftv years back; however 
(Irroheous the judgement ox thofe who at that day 
• 3 haraffed 
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^rafled tht Rbmaii Catbolics ; however cenfurable 
their demeanour, it was confiftent throughout. On 
every rurrioiir of invafion, the members of this 
obnoxious fed were treated with rigour, and their 
places of worfhip levelled ; but even in that con- 
dud there wasfomewhat ttiort than, a wifli to 
exercife dominion, and as a pretext to preferve it, 
an affectation of terror, which was proved hypocriti- 
cal, and a groundlefs impofition by the perilous fitu- 
stion, that difplayed the genuine fentiments of 
^very individuaK After the manner in which 
we have borne thefe, two extremes of peace and 
danger, no comment is wanting to explain the 
motives. There arc certainly welUmeaning per- 
fons deluded by falfe apprebendons relative to 
property, and the eftabliftiment.. On each of 
thefe topics I hope to be able to give fatisfaftion. 
Too many are led away by the incenfe their vanity 
deceives in the confeioufnefs that they mix with 
men, whofe influence on the ftate is to their 
own c6n?)patatively dimindtive, whom they are 
authorized to treat with the arrogance of protedion, 
and from whom they may receive the homage of 
dependence. 

The right of being reprcfented in parliament is 
not, as fome pcrfons weakly dr wickedly infinuate, 
a bawble that attfafts ftptennial refped, and foothes 
theflhort-livcd vanity ot the proprietor. The elec- 
tive franchife is the foul of freedom; the vital 
principle, which drculates thtough the body politic, 
a ftrcam diffufing animation, nouriflimenr, and vi- 
gour ; where it exifts not, the people is an inert mafs; 
inhere the falutary current does not reach, morbid 
excrefcence or gangrene. However remote his in- 
ilaence'^^he ftate machine, the confcroufnefs that 
he poffei^^omc influence, gives to each proud af- 
foaate in the general privilege, that fenfe of dig- 
flityand iadcpendence which ennobles the meaneft 
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of a (tee people. I tteed not dwell on the impor* 
ti^n^e of this fentiment in elevating the public mind, 
and forming a national charaAer; the leflbn waa 
taught in Annerica, it was taught at Marfton Moor 
and Edgehill; but even on comnion interefts and 
occurrences, the fight of fuffrage has its operatioiu 
Upon this, as upon a ground work> are ereded the 
fyftems of refponfibility and controul, thefe na£fy 
pillars in the fabric of the conftitution. By this 
are men at the helm of government kept fteadjr 
to the ofa^d of their truftj and compelled on alloc* 
cufions to confult the happine6, and leek die appro** 
tuition of the fubjeft. Parliamentary influence^ in 
its varitd degrees, is die chain which links thcmoft 
eminent with the bwer orders, and the reoonfuncit^ 
dation to numberkfs kind offices, which many flafid 
ip need of. The gentleman by his weight at the 
county eledlion fecures to himfelf an importance far 
ffoni defpicable in the t:onfideration of rural polkics. 
To the cidzen Or yex>man it obtains the kkidneis 
of maqyi the marked protedion of ibme pne 
among his powerful neighbouns : thus cooftituting^ 
but revocable at pleafure^ a ibrt of feudal inter- 
courfe, promoted and kept alive by a reciprocity of 
kindoeis and advantage^ I appeal to thofe whom 
it is moft material to convince, the rcprefenta* 
tlves of the people; will any one among them 
deny, that pending his pretenfions to repretent any 
great city or county, he is not obliged, whatever 
may be his feelit^s, to extend protedion to the 
worn and meaneft of thofe who xan ferve him, ra- 
ther than to a Roman Catholic, no matter how oie^ 
ritof ious, but from whom no iuch aid can be ex- 
pcftccl > 

' . Wkhout the deAivc franchife there is no (ecurlty. 
that government may not at any time alleviate the 
burdens of the date, by a partial tax on.Popifh pro- 
perty i this Ipedes of outrage is not widiout a pre- 
cedent; in the afTeiTment of ibme county taxes 

it 
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it is wcli known to hare been already pradifel 
Tke Roman Catholics poi&fs not that controul oyct 
the difpofal or impofition of public money, which 
is given to property in every ftatc pretending to 
freedom ^ for the diftribution of equal jufticc they 
are Hmply to depend on common honcfl:y> a yir«" 
tae of cafual and uncertain operati(»i, and which is 
not always to be relied on. as overpowering the dk«* 
tafies of a man's private intereft ; in all this I can 
di&ern nothing to diicriminate their fituation from 
that of the fubjeds of any arbitrary monarch^ There 
are, indeed> no ftatutes to inflift fine or corporal pu-> 
nHhmem ai: diicr^ion ; they have that benefit of 
the comoxNi law to which any Arranger vifiting the 
country h eqisaliy entitled, and from which, if 
flupwrecked on a^rctgn coaft, they would not by 
die fpedal interference of a legiflaturc be pre« 
eluded. 

An argument will here be ofiered which oiten lias 
been advanced in chat k)ng fealbn of imfrule and 
criminal ill policy, which preceded the firft iilevia^ 
tion of tbefe grievances { that the Roman Catho«^ 
Mcs pdiefs ci^l liberty^ the diftin&ion between that 
and political power will delkatdy be laid doiKftt, 
and we ihdl hear ic afierced, that whilft the one i$ 
not invaded, the other, a vain pageant^ noay be 
wanted without detrimeiK. That is, if they hav« 
reaibn to beMeve that without fome alledged caufe^ 
they ftaU not be i*poiled or impriibned; tf there 
exift no particular ufage of lending a Papift to the 
baftinado or the galleys, they may trull: to the vtr« * 
tue, or rather to the convenience of others, that this 
CUSTOM of forbeareooeMriU not be violated It haa 
ever been held to bea crael opprdSon that thofe who 

f'jsvcmy feparate their intereft from thofe who fubmtt* 
s it in this cafe not to be confidered an hardihip }^ 
Is no attention to be. paid to that experience and 
that ffiaidmi which pronounces the vain hope tha€ 
Cfril f igltts ^9batt be Md ftcure^ unlefs the enjoy* 
^ ment 
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metit be guaranteed by a reaibnabje prdportioii ttf 
political liberty i Without thaty we hold our freedonqi 
but by connivance. He who advifes that the dearefi: 
concerns of his fellow citizens (hould lie at the nriercf 
of the magiftrate, or the multitude^ reaibns in- 
accurately on human nature^ and propofes that 
rule for others to which he w<xild not readilf 
fubmit his own interefts. Would any man coh-« 
fent to hold by the permiffion of a miniftcr, his 
property^ or his life, his claim to a trial by jury, 
or to the benefit of the habeas corpus a6t i Surely 
not ; the confidence that thefe bleflings are placed 
beyond the reach of power and incroachment of 
prerogative, gives to the Britilh conftitution that 
fuperior excellence which Europe envies* To 
prcferve inviolate this bleffing has been the motive 
to every conflidb which the Britiih people engaged in« 
The Roman Catholics pofTefs at this inftant no con^ 
troul whatever over the impofition of taxes^ and 
can fcarceiy enfure to themfelves common r^fpcd^ 
from the mean perfons to whom the loweft depart-^ 
ments of power are intruded ; what thdn do we 
gain by the buftle and cumberfome forms of a free 
government ? a precarious exemption fr<Mn injury^ 
to bexontinued during the cs^riceof the many, and 
the convenience of the few, and held at beft by no 
more fecure tenure than a fluftuating fafliion of li* 
berality. Equal, and probably more durable advan* 
tages are to be had in any civilized monarchy* 
We hear at every inftant that power is a truft de- 
legated tofome, for the benefit of the whole ; that 
government, and more efpecially the form we live 
under, is not a confpiriicy to promote the emolu-» 
ment of a part, but a rational and cxtenfive fyftem 
of happinefs to all its members ; and who ^re yovff - 
who intrude between my interefts and me, and aver 
that you are better (qualified than myfelf to defend 
my happinefs ? No ; if we arc to Icrvir, let our vrf* 
felage be. qualified^ by the digniqr of:tiio& wIk) ate 
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tD command us ; let it be to an illuftriqus mpnarchi 
)et not pne fourth of the nation claim it as a privi* 
lege of their faith to be our tafk-mafters. The 
cup of flavery> ever a bitter draught, is rcnderc4 
more intolerable by the clumfy infolence of thofe 
who adminifter jt. Thus ihould the Irifli Ca- 
tholics reafon j but they (hould not content them^- 
jTclves' with reafoning. There are breaches in * 
the conftitution acceflible to a monied intereft ; in 
thefe fhould they fallen, on thefe intrench, and 
fhen tell their grievances with temperatCj^ but 
lunaccommpdating fortitude. The leilbn of li- 
J)erality could not fail to prove inftruftive, if read 
jto the minifter by a few complying friends in parr 
jliamcnt, 

I 0)all in a proper place touch on the evil confe- 
quenqes of withholding from men the benefit of their 
good conduft, external reputation. It enters into 
this part of my effay, only to remark the feyere ty- 
ranny which purfues a man to the judgement feat 
pf his own heart, and there compels his feelings to 
execute the fentence of degradation. Pre-eminence 
never opcafipns djfguft unlefs when the diftinftion 
is made between perfons mixing in the fame Ibcicty, 
and otherwife upon terms nearly equal. It never was 
fhe haughty demeanor of a Soubife or Montmorenci> 
that, exafpcrating ;he people pf France produced the 
prefent revolution.' No j it was the beggar Count, 
and half-naked Chevalier, it was the arrogance of the 
petite nobkffe, difperfed through country towns and 
fubordinate departments, plaiming fupcrior title to 
royal favour ^nd patron^e. Certainly, moft of the 
jpraife beftowed on the French nien of figure and 
landed fortune, is well founded ; but in the defence 
pf that nobjlity, no account is t^ken of thofe who 
having np other clairp to rank, but that derived from 
the vain di(lih&ion of tide, never omitted an oc- 
cafioh to reproach with their accidental precedence^ 
jfnen whp equalled or excefxlcd them in merit of 

forti^oci^ 



( «4 ) 

fortune; nearly (imilar is the ficuation of Ireland. 
The body of Proteftants is fufficicntly numerous to 
aflume an afcendant, not enough fo to cut off comr 
petition. We have fcen the fate of the noble oli-i 
garchy of France j it is not in the nature of things 
3iat the Proteftant democratic oligarchy of Ireland 
can have a very long duration. 
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fhe ReaJoHS upon which the Fopery Laws are vin 
dicated. 

OF thofc who have treated this fubjeft, to fomc^ 
the original defign of the Popery Laws ap- 
pears prudential ; in a country, they alledge, agi-, 
tated by contending fadions, afettlcment could only 
be eSi^ed by ftrpng exertions of authority; tofuch 
perfon^ it might be replied^ that, this great ent|' 
WQuld bayebepn more eafilyaocomplilhed byndodeS' 
of conciliation, than of rigour ; that the fyftfem fa- 
vojiirs of partiality, rather than precaution; that the 
project of beftowihg on one part of the commu* 
nity a monopoly of trufts, privileges, and emolu» 
ments, could never be jqft in any nation, or pplido 
in a free one. But as moft of thefe writers cenfuFe 
the continuance of burdenfome and ufelefs reftric-f 
tions, which have obvioufly farvived their mean-. 
i(ig, I fhall on this head abftajn from contro* 
verfy. It is of li^le moment to the point now in 
difcuffion, whether the a<5ts were the refult of wif- 
dom, qr of outrage ; calmly digefted in the <:abinet9 
or imagined in the ws^ntonnefs of civil viAory, <* I 
** come tq bury Casf%r, not to praife him,.'^ Let 
it apologise for the authors qf the p^nal (tatutes 
agaiall Papifl:$, that they legiflated according 
to the temper of the age they lived in. The 
code they have bequeathed to us, is not fo 
much calculated to de&me their memories, as to 
illuftrate, by ah additional example, the general 
impierfe&idn of bur nature, utihapptly too eager 
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to grafp at power^ and feldoi^ very i;empcratc ii^ 
theufeofit. 



-*' Proud man. 



** Clad in a little brief authority^ 
•* Plays fuch fentaftic tricks." 

On the moft favourable conftruftion, the. perfon$ 
who framed this fyftem muft have only deiigned 
it a temporary expedient, until a mure perfeft 
arrangement could be eftabliQied ; and if I were 
fimpljr to bind myfelf by tbefe! limits, and t^ 
Ihc^ that in the prefent ftaje of Ireland, the ]Po- 
peryLaws are ufelefs, every purpofe of my argument 
wduld be anfwered. 

I pafs by as fuperficial invediye^ npon which no 
manof fenfe, experience, orinformatiopcah reafon^; 
the charges of Criminal principle and cohduS: which 
mutually have been alledged ind retorted ; no religion 
ever fandioned that which the law of nature repro- 
bates; nay, more, never did bonds of vice hold toge- 
ther any numerous fociety. One cannot fit down to 
juftify what every foldier has done, or eveiy pedant 
written. In the tumult of the reformation, as ih all 
great conilids, of which the point at iifue is im- 
pc^-tant, enormities were certainly perpetrated. If 
an alteration of drefs, language, or jurifprudcnce, 
had been compelled by authority, parties of finailar 
animofity would moft probably have been generated.. 
The contention would haVe been managed with 
equal vehemence, and accompanied with inftances 
cf violence no lefs atrocious ; but he cannot be fe- 
rious, or if ferious, he cannot be honeft, who fecks 
for precedents of mifgpvernment in the annals of 
barbarous times, and cites authorities which, upon 
no other occafion, would be entertained for a mo- 
ment, in order to glean together the fcattered in-^ 
ftances of mifcondudt ; . and on the afts of ferocious 
ages to ground a charge againft the polilhed inha- 
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bhanttcfrhddern Europe. Perfecution, thecoarfe 
expedient 6f an arrojgant, unfeeling mind, which 
tuts the knot it (hOuld unravel, is not in any inftance 
to be jo^ified j^ but if a plea of extenuation may 
be offered, it coities, without doubt, on the fide of 
the Roman Catholics^ They maintained a fyftem 
*wh?ch had iptdrwoven itfelf with their laws and 

gejudices ; /nay, with their very notions of the 
ivinc Bein^, which had been delivered as vene- 
rable by their parents and inftruftors, and authenti- 
cated as they thought by tradition, and prefcription 
immemorial. The doftrines too of the reformers 
attacked the temporal interefts, and thus exafpe- 
rated the feelings of many princes. If the courtefy 
^f modern philolbphy offers in excufe for the good 
Trajan, and benevolent Pliny, that the one enjoin- 
ing, the other executing rigid methods of coercion 
agaihft the firft Chriftians, were mifled by ignorance 
^fwhat they puniflied, andbyfalfe ideas of obedi- 
ence arid piety ; that they fuppofed the doftrines 
of this people interfered with their allegiance, and 
law in their praftice a fupercilious contumely for 
tKe religion or their fathers ; how is it poffible to 
Vefufe a like apology, and for iimilar motives, to 
the fovereigns of the dark ages, unacquainted, like 
Trajan, with the tendency of the propofed innova^ 
tions, but not like that Emperor, wife and enligh- 
tened ? We pity the error and ignorance of our an- 
ceftors ; we regret that literature had not foftened 
their manners, fubdued , their fierce paflions, 
ind enlarged their fpherc of intcUeft. But on 
him only can I look with .amazement, who, at 
this day, will continue to propofe barbarians for 
a model, and rely upon fuch precedents to coun- 
tenance a dominipn, unconfiftent with every law of 
}i^ftice, and every principle of liberty. If the old 
church of Rome was that deluded and fanguinary 
morifter her adverfaries reprefent her, were they 
bound to recede only from her errors in (peculation ? 
, . E 2 Were 



^crc her errors in praftice, to |x; cpi^ecrat^cd^ in 
'the flew, (yrfem of churcHfeftafelifhmpht, 6^.^^ 
% aTafe repofitory; to fefye upoi^pojpil^on ^l^e^rr;o- 
teftafrit goV'ei^hment of trelancf ? 
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therefore 

that there 'is fottfe lurking^' prihciplc of eyH e^]iar 

111 tHe dd^riyes ordt(cibline ot^fhe churcK of PsOoie^ 

%liic:h^t^d W diiliiniui a' mah*s attachrr(pt,to fjjir 

^^ cottftituHon; irfd to ;feftrarige liis affeftidiis from 

the ' /d^niiig fanfiity.'^^ *'^Tliat tfecVc ,at|fe dorbiafjit 

^rkirtiV OT 'Rdittan (^atholi«^^^^ whiglf , tfiey 4rc likely 

to'produc^; If thc^acqiiirt5 weight fuffi^ m^ifi 

ithedfetiiatld wkfe cdnfift^ arid whicl),"if prd- 

diici*d; tttuft^m^kji^thejcobntry a fcene of wildtpn- 

%(fdft- ' tiftly,'thV,2tt a' daiigerous rivjjjl ip' tb$i 

'eftablifhment, it :is fibf'fafe *i6 couritcjnjinqe tt^ 

'church of |lome,' but'fagc" to ^deprefs .{tr^bV eyer^ 

tteatis within the lirttits cf commbri ,hutnanityV' t 

cbticeivc theft cbj^Aibtis arc ftated as'ftroiigly 

as^thty ever have been biit. In giving the firft, jit 

wak impoffiblc to 'itvciia the cpntradiOTOn wlii.cb V 

bbvibuffy^tohtains. ' ff thfe Roman Cathblics wqt^ 

charged with a: difpofition* t6 fe^bbfi^^inifrn, it might 

account for their ib^jjbfed antipathy tb tt? "priiijCC ; 

br^ if deemed extravajg;ahtiy attaiched w tlie floipd 

royal, we tiiTght cbtifiderthe charge of indifferenpff 

to liberty as riot litterly chimerical j but that they 

Ifiould at t)'ncb' fall put with the two contending 

Biembers of the ftitc, the thdnarchical and demo\ 

craitc' parts of irl If " their^ prefumed diflike is 

never to be called into aftioh, ii is, f fuppofei hot 

Worth conimentitrg Off, llf It is to appeir on thti 

ftdge of politics, tjie fppil, ^hich ever way won# 

mtfft be given ti eilricb an enecny'; either tl^d 

{|b^rs of the Crqwkmaft'^ be contracted in favoii£ 

of popular libeity, or the rights pf the people^ t^eateri 
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^Q^n^tn fvfflll t^e b-iumpl^, and impiKive;!^ jiro-^ 
|>firty o(.i;|;iis,bat^ prcurqgati Vi?. i If fuch be Wje policy 
jpf P.ap.ifts, fccWe, Mn^perstfivp, and ineffcaiial,.twft 
l^hetji^yin iihe o^tne^f beavea, mth all tbepoweis 
they dem^pd: be is»afliaJlow politician to whom 
.)i;beir ni9Qbixifljiiio9&,oani be evenforrnidable. 

Wb^Aftifbere ^^ilkd a pretender to the crown, 
.^^boTe c^^^^;b6:^oii3W CatholiGs might.be fuppoied 
^ patrQi(^i;&e,,tbls ^bfurdity.was fofnewhat .Iefs;pasa- 
jdopdq^l ; but .tb^4)ret6Xt . of > fufpicion is now < oe- 
v^^vedf ,tbe . i:Qg[iaQCf s of /fland^r, with which tfat 
jpff^(^;)t ;djge b^veibeen rtnfefted, bave^Boc dared to 
Xint an inHf^^uanQn foiin?probable. The > race of 
^^e(Cl.;^iin4P(s is (^xcinft; cbe.preteiifions antiquated* 
j^Yi^p SQotian^d «b|ts acquieCced inibe prefent fottle^ 
t^^pt-; ^nd ip that favoured nationi, which has been 
^iX)PQh;l^s pupi^beditban the Jri(h Roman Caibolics, 
f0r.pr9pflJ.Qf ^ttacboient^ incomparably more une- 
.qqiiroc^i, Cber.e is not.pow to befojoadaBuin who 
^itb^r rej^ip^ibimfq^f vor fuTpedts^bis (neighbour of n 
j^lP^^ion to f;he S/kum faiptty. 

I^ is., ipdsod, very .di^oik tto fuppofc tiuit 
,t\i,ve^ W^Aiop? ^ iW^4 although no better ap- 
Dointf^ Pb^n Wiitb ^y^b% md iruftic knpiements^ 
t^yM fi^r» ^fotijrf have fuboutted ta a govecxi- 
^e^t ^ wbifb (hipy jjaortaUy bated both the fonm 
and ^admiQillr^rtQ^ apd a govero^ment fureiy ooc 
feft^ijijhied on ^uiy pnoje^ for procuring tbeir hap* 
p^pefs. Y^t P9t ^op« were the Roman Catholics 
ff^pquil uad^r tb^fa circumlUnces^ but they fuf» 
t^ip^d ?b^ i^ft Pf two dangerous rebellions ; and 
pp * j^ fhiffl criticfti emergency, took arms to. repel 
ap epeiqy who h^d ufuaUy afforded them refuge, 
^pd w^b whon^ th^ir adverfaries were fond to infi* 
p^^e fqipe latent QQpqfd;ioa. 

« Th^ ici^t^Iid^A French, inrafipn io the Uft War. 

J We 



We muft not omit the grofs and critnin&l abfufdif )^ 
of punifiiing a fuppofed difaSedtion^ not ihahifefled 
by any overt aft, a velleity not difcoverable in 
any part of this people's condud ; on the fcontrarVi 
the Roman Catholics have on all occafions loudly 
and ftrenuoully proclaimed their afTedion fortre 
jei^iiing family, and they are to be credited, for 
their profeffion is confident with reafon and expe* 
ricnce, and what is alledged in contradiftion ft 
direftly repugnant to both. Whilft they are de^ 
barred ail intercourfe with the conftitution, whd 
can demand of them more than phlegmatic approba- 
tion ? To the fovereign their feelings are, and ought 
to be, more animated ; purfued with pitilefs anti- 
pathy, under the throne the Roman Catholics 
fought prote6:ioD. They were received with ten- 
dernefs, and much mitigated of that rigorous doom 
which their country had denounced againft them, 
A natural confequence enfued, the Roman Catholics 
became partifans of prerogative. Had the event 
been different, they had hot been men ; they had 
ttot pofieffed theortlinary emotions of a fufceptibltf 
heart, nor the ordinary difcernment of a penetrating 
underftanding ; but from this very circumftance^ 
an argument of importance is to be adduced fof 
the abolition of this prepcJfterous jurifprudencc, ft 
opens an additional fource of influence to the crown^ 
apd facilitates between the foviSreign and fubjedj 
ti connedtion incompatible with freedom, and whibK 
evil and intcfefled men may abufe to the worft pUr- 
pofes. The people ought to wrcft thi^ jewel frbm thi 
crown, but they ftiould not bbfy it. Two million^ of 
taen can hever be v iewed with indifference in the fet- 
tletnent of a nation ; it is not tb be cxpefted, and Irfl 
than ever in the prefent age, that like brutes, they 
may be guided at the fancy of their condiifton Let 
the democracy imitate for a falutary purpofe that 
plan of attention and meeknefs which mould h6 
viewed in the executive power with jealoufy ; it 
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i&Jfurely not unwqr^hy the notice of tbt fricfids of 
freedom to attempt a cc>alition with a large body 
pf citizens, whofe voice, if it were only to join ia 
the outcry of liberty, muft be important ; and thar 
is not an idle or contemptible experiment which 
afqertains whether men, who in conftitutional de-^ 
bates mull be courted, bfcaufe they are nu- 
merous, incorrigibly p^rfift in a whimiical predi* 
ledtion for implicit obedience, or may not be woii 
even by their own intereft to efpoufe the caufe of 
liberty, and be employed as ufeful auxiliaries under 
the banners of the conftiiution.* 

I canqot comprehend how any inan, not infane^ 
(hpuld be fufpeded of gratuitoufly furrending his 
liberty, rather than h\$t fortune^ or any other ad^ 
vantage. Certainly,! a charjge fo cpntradidory ta 
common fenfe, needs the corroboration of fpecifip 
evidence. I do not fee thi$ evidence; it is not in the 
dodirines which the church of Rome avows ; it is 
not in the pradlice of the nations whom (he has 
educated : I fpeak here of nations, not of cabinets* 
As to the defpotifm under which any Roman Ca- 
tholic peoptip has acquiefced, a iiniilar atcufatiori. 
m^y bfi advanced againft every religion on earth, 
fpr there is nqt one, of which the adherents have 
pot been at fome period polluted' by implicit fub- 
miflion to aii arbitritry monarch. Every def- 
potifm is a government of force, to which the fub- 
jeft yields involuntary obedience j and it might as 
well be inferred th^tt a 'man is a lunatic becaufe 
he is detained in a mad-houfe, as that he is a fa- 
vourer of defpotifm for being compelled to livo 
under thar form of government. 

I win not diffemble that the difcipline of 
fome -of the reformed churches feems better 
calculated to imprefs upon the mind thofe dif* 

* This idea might have been deemed almoft vifionaiy 
when it was delivered in the firft edition. We have the (atii« 
h€6onnQW (^79*) to fee it uaiveriaUy approved and ^d(^ed«^ 

pofitions 



( 3< ) 

p^ficiote which a friend to friedonV m^fit w}(^ 
to r impifove • and ch^rifh; TR*' phitolbphct wh^ 
delivers ; the plan of an' irt^einary republic^* 
would, be autlK)rifed IQ fclcd his nitiohal relU 
gijon 'from amongft' them. This is ftor bur oW 
jed ; w© «are not to ' confider 'whag iarfahgfemerif 
fliould be madej if 'the' land Wer^ to be colonizedf 
antiw/ or wbalt defcriptioh of people wtfuid' 
inva new ifetttementbe moft likely to deliver to 
theii"icbildl:en 'a vigorous fpirit of liberty, '.and to' 
perpetuate a falutary fyfteni of equal prii^ilegd 
We are to inquird how the matdi^ials we have at- 
band may' be* moft/ci*viceably" employed ^in* the 
edifices of 'Conftitutibn we ' are defirouis p} ^ridi i} 
tbeinattire of thmgsis Dot? to be alteidd. * TbS^ ex-- 
peri^flce of a cendury proves that vidferice* tan AOP 
changeithe temper of men, or ihdpopini(4pisi'' Is 
thtiaoamry then K)'>be' 'hatafled/^bebaufe a \kr^ 
prqpoj:^ioo-of'thbHnhabitant5 Carindtfee p-evaflwi' 
on;itorgiye up Tranfubftahtiatio'n^and'Purgitbiy^ 
the»irefpe(fks'for faints, ahd revereiice of 'images ?' 
BuE' why do wp fo ofteh hear of theiftcortipav 
tibilityi of Popery with- freedoiti ?' We have -the' 
e;cp€rienc« of .ancieorand cAodcrh times to J^roVe, 
thafi. diet religion of ihe church = of Rome' fey rio^ 
means, ftifles. the .voice of natiiJei whiA eaHsffor 
liberryi ff the divinity that ftirsiuithirtus,''^- and fays 
we flacJwld b^ 'fr^e.' With this- evidence beforfe iis, • 
wheai it is admktod that' the fqrms'X>f the ohiirch <)f 
Raaiei.are the lead ionfonam to 'a democratic' 
fpirit, ftheiargomentonlyVj^oyesV ihat fq nattlral to 
man. is the Jove of liberty, that i^ cannot by any ' 
biafs,how ftrong foeVer, beconcrouledjO^'^erye/tedv 
AlthiDrugh'defirous to maintain the ftrifteft deco- 
rum,. »witb regard to the eftabiiftiment, and to treat 
of what concerns it-witb ' cautious tendernefs ; we • 
are led iato a comparifan no way favourable to 
refQr<ned.epifcQpac^u|. i^ is tbecontraftof the-ob— 
lig4(ii^$$ ;^iiich.tbe; cbnftkiatbAifaasi to the €haitM 

of 
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ofRome, and of the merits, which the prefent Church 
dominant may plead, when called by the genius. 
of Britain to account for its ftewardibip* It is 
ftrangethat the partifans of the eftablifliment caa 
ever allude to a religion of freedom ; if fuch is 
neceflary, it cannot be the church of Ireland, noTv 
any other that confecrates an hierarchy ; it muft bc| 
Fieibyterianifm, Socinianifm, Independants ; it 
muft be DiiTent, in fome of its wildeft Ihapes, an4 
moft eccentric modifications. The caufc of li*J 
berty is much indebted to the general body of! 
DilTenters ; we owe to them, that the labours of paft 
times were not effaced; that the noble Saxon edi6c(^ 
of the conftitution was not levelled. Of nearly; 
equal magnitude are the fervices rendered by the, 
Roman Catholics. In a^es of Popery we obt^ned 
Ma^na Charta, trial by jury, the rej^refentatioa ia 
parhament, and the right of popular impeachment^ 
The Roman Catholics drew the outlines of liberty ^ 
piany of its nobleft features arofe under their pencil; 
the mafterly hand of Prefbyterianifm retouched the 
piece, revived fome faded lineaments, and ^aveto 
the countenance an air of youth and anunated 
energy. We can fcarccly allow to the Church of 
England the credit of retaining what it acccidentally 
had acquired. Without the ilron^ curb of the fee* 
caries, paffive obedience had at this hour been the 
current loyalty of thefe iflands. It was the langus^ 
pf prelates, it was inculcated in pulpits, it was 
fandioned by Univedities. Puring the reign of Po^ 
pery, refiftance, we may prefume, was taught, for it 
undoubtedly waspradifed. The evidence of hiftory 
is certainly again^ the prefent eftablKhment ; but 
it is not too late to retrieve its charader. Much 
repiain} to be done ere the conftitution of Ire* 
ll^nd {hall attain perfedion. Let the church ca^ 
operate in the manures which are calculated tq 
promote the general welfare of the nation^ I^^PPf? 
Iboul^ wf be to f<^ this charge of indolent acqu^ , 

F Ificeic^ 
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cfcencc refuted by; fuch unqucftipnablc tcftinjpiw ,i 
and to be able to thank the eftablifhment, for 
having contributed to accomplifh iny of th'cfe gf ej^t 
defigns to which the people of Ireland dirc(5 tlieir 
vietys with anxious expedlation.* 

It is nor ftrange, that the ahimofity of party 
fliould ftill prevail in Ireland, fivery good man' 
Auft lament the evil ; it is the duty oFthbfe, wh(x 
have been enabled fb rfft fuperior to the abfuia 
Antipathy, to expofe its weaknefs, and its ten-' 
dtncy. We 'arri not abbve the third in defQent 
TOm the exafperated.fb^s, vvho contended at the 
Boyne and Aughrim ; a Ad the Apoftles of Freedom^ 
^ho bleffed us with conftirutjon and commerce* 
have not beeti able to expel the viper^ prcjudicej^. 
tj^hich had fattened arid fwoln in that feaion of ca- 
lamity. The greater number feem to 6ave at* 
tached an uriactoiimablfe fancy to the expreffion^* 
Freedom : as if, to brbw-beat t^apifti were the 
only privilege ^otth contending for. As nicmbers 
6f. the ftate, the koman Catholics arc inutl^d to 
privileged ; thty are additionally fo,. as good citi- 
^i^ris'pofielfiirg a ftaki^ in the country; yet, Svhea 
Ae tlaim is tneYitioned/ ah alarm arifcs, as if it 
#fere not a rfequeft tiitiidly urged, and byfuitor* 
vthb hive fcarcely influence to obtain an hearing ; 
Btit, that it Were propofed to effed a general and 
foddtrn transfer of power, patronage, and property 
ffbm the hatids which now poflefs tlTem. tf they 
are/iold of the UniVerfal of equal freedoiti, of an.ex- 
flftftibn of parties, and of univerfal c( -optntion for 
one general purpofe, the pmfperity of their coun- 
try, and of the empire, they prodg^re that^roonfter ia 
pbiltits, their Troteftant Government ^ long a favourite' 

'"*' There is at tMs iay a j^roteftant prelate, Uf* tiw^ 
ivtofe 'eM5Mplar|r imd tdbcilidting con^oa £^ endeared hxtn ttv 
tiHf \^ t>eojpk. T^eio^ace if iptue^ .tics BnpeecedcoOflto 
Thei'ood Bimop Bedd lived amUlft the bWiliHyy ^Dd d^d 
am4<gt the tears of Ihe IrifE tTathoIicg* ' ^ 
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^a^ellaubn, and wbich, if anv Ideals convev)^ by 
the iierm^ miifl: be underftoba to exprefs what thi6 
mi^il commoh obfervatian and vulgar intellei^ caa 
refute, .that the interefl df the country is better cpn^ 
fuked by penuittuiyg the albendapt ofaa oligarchy to 
prevail in it* JMo idea \% qiore prevalent or more 
ulfe, than that the fevoluticrp produced to Irelaodi 
the. double advantage bf relieving' it fro<^ de^potirni 
4f» religion and pditicf. The fa^ is^ that uq^er 
king lames the Iri(b con(endeid £or their liberties^ 
If he had Cucce^ded^ a &ee <:onilaiatioQ was gua* 
iant^ed to their coun^^ the eftablilbnient of a ba4 
Mem of ^g^yerjiment was Hie eped of their over* 
, throw. Kevor coiikl any age' or ilation l^aft a mori; 
'hon^urablie band df Patriots^ than the m^n who a$ 
that period took jx lead in Iciila politic^ Thi^ 
%plcaEfy dlfceroed, and honourably purfue:d the iniQp- 
irells of their. country. , Let i;is j^oolly invefligaift 
'their condaft; andif mdaiure^inot meagre to otxaiii 
ajp'obation^ we (hail&idche merits of tke failh Tkor 
rjoan Githolics far Irpm incon&derable, and not thf 
|e(s C9iip;ucu6us^ When cbnt^ed w^ 
^helidion of their country's .rights, by thpfe 
.Who ihouly after afliinaed the title of friends of 
^frecJom. Wheb they engaged in the par^y pf kw|{ 
' Jazvea, the Ir^ Hoinatt Catholics a6ted with a 
• public-i(pirit€;d' r.cgsu'4/^ intp'rfft. JEvefli 

in Sqglapd xhe fctljlemew of the crown was dlffioolt 
'and ^Ikf^^te;; iw\tx£ the rftoft il;r^puoas for cor- 
iredi^'^u^ heGta^d .9f the b^d infringcpient of 
iiefjexluary i^^ X<Plwe of Jthe moft virtuonj 

cckn In |^he>'n^ioa r^mfecj. a>neurren^e^. or even au 
'leat to.iu lfin.a''^]^jbef<£;d -country, lai^ongjjhe UV' 
itoinaries pf'Jluijop^ith^ flipeftion was pr^nounc^ 
'MMM^ if^ >^ipfi^ what wft it Mw 

\m(^Sixa\^ NSfh^-eabffrale gwitical reafoning h?i^ 

'ijpQ^ bei^ touched bn> nor menuon made of th^ 

"^ Fa me$a« 
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cnetaphyfic rules by which at this da^ all great 4eci- 
lidns arc regulated ? The reprcfentatives of the Irilh 
nation did not (imply commit thecnfelves upon a bar- 
ten (peculation* Loyalty attraded the people to xh9 
flandard of a forlorn monarchy the firft of the blood 
i^oyaly who tor ages had appeared amongfl them. But 
the chiefs were not drawn by impulfe to the fietd|; in 
England, they faw a fettled policy to deprefs their 
country; it was immaterial whether James de- 
ferred weU or ill of bis Britilh fubjeds. Whilft 
England was unwilling to treat their country with 
kindnefs, (he had no claim upon the affeftions of 
the Irith. Afiembled in parliament^ with all con- 
ftitutional folemnity^ they ftipulated^ as the price 
of their affiftance, for a complete charter ol le* 
giUative independence, and commercial freedoow 
That they were not fupple courtiers, we have the 
evidence of James himfelf. He exclaimed, ** AU 
^ commons are fimilar," when they boldly quef* 
tioned his prerogative, and cenfured his favourite. 
Lord Metfort. If they had been willing to con- 
fute their private interefts, they 'might haveob-^ 
tained from William enviable conditions of per-^^ 
fonal immunity and religious toleration. The 
temper of that prince di(pored him to mildnefs ; 
and circum(fauiced as be then was, a crulade wa» 
&r from delirable. Such were the perfons 
whom it is fa(hionable to depreciate, and upon 
whofe fuppofed predilection for arbitrary »)vern- 
inent a very ferious .accofation agsunft th6 Roman 
Catholics is grounded. Such was the band of pa- 
triots whofe ads were annulled, whofe honours wer^ 
cancelled, and whofe names were vilified by the 
afTembly^ ^^hicb esfpeljed Molyneux, and con- 
demned t6> tite flames hts tiife en Ireland. Upon 
this pile perifhed tbe Phoenix liberty ; entom^d 
jfor a centitryi^ (he has again revived^ (hall vc 
vf our bickerings ^difgUft the lovdy (biing^, attd 
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jt^sm her from amongll us, by the vievr of our un- 
worthy jcaloufies ? 

It is not for us, at this day, ro lament the event 
of that conflid ; we muft difcriminate between the 
advantage of the empire, and that of a particular 
part conftrained to adopt a di(lin<9: intereft. I apo-* 
logize not for king James, but for thofe who 
were well authorifed to turn his misfortunes, nay, 
his vices and his crimes, to the profit of their coun- 
try. Ireland is now admitted into a partnerfiiip 
in that conftitution which required, in oixler to per- 
feft it, the correAion and example of a revoiuuon. 
But the Ronun Catholics of the laft century pof^ 
fefled not the gift of fecond fight ; they could not 
forefee that a complication of fortuitous events, 
Ihould, in the lapfe of a century, unfold to pofte* 
rtty the profped: of a fyftem of libetty, far fuperior 
to what was at that day attainable* That golden 
opponunity (hould again return, that lucky crifia 
in the affairs of nations, as of individuals, which, 
jf fuffered to elapfer is to be recovered with to 

Such difficulty. They had no Merlin to predift 
at the feafon of emergency, when the aid ot every 
virtue, and of every talent was requifite, (hould be 
blefled with a rich harvell of exalted chara6ters, 
inen, to whofe moderation their country is not lefs 
indebted than x6 their wifdom. By the efieft of 
whofe healing counfels we can contemplate with 
iatis&£tion that, liberty, of which the triumph in 
other countries is marked with havoc and defola* 
tion, marched in Ireland with bloodlefs and peace- 
able ovation to her throne. 

The next objedion, that which rup{)ofes the te- 
nures of property in Ireland, not fufficiently con- 
firmed, although fi>ecioully produced, and well 
calculated to iow diiTenfions and excite alarm, is 
not better for^fied againft inveftigatton. It is re^ 
fiited bf er^ry deed of mortgage and conveyahce, 
whidi 1m been paiftd in Ireland fince the Reftora- 
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tioii. tf the landed property of Ireland was not 
fecurely held, no man of fenfc could think to pur* 
chafe or fettle in the country ; it fhould be confi* 
dered, as hot much better than Turkey, where th^ 
Bultan is every man's heir, and only as a conve- 
nient ftatron for procuring wealth, as India is by 
the fervants of the company. One (houlJ fcarcely 
expetSt to receive a ferious anfwer from a man, if^ 
havitig within reach the folid fecurity of the Eng- 
lilh funds, it fhould be recommended to him td 
purchafe in a country, of which all the tenures are 
to be queftioned, when an event, the mpft likely 
and deiirable, fliall take place ; when the people 
(hall become more free, and the yeomanry more] 
Comfortable. Immediately at the Reftoration, when 
the claims were recent, the claimants alive, with 
their merits^ and a v^ deal of power to plead for 
them, It was foilnd impoffible to difpoffefs the new 
proprietors. In the j^arliament held by king 
James, when the aggrieved party was in the pleni- 
tude of authority, the matter was taken up with 
delicacy, and moft cautioully proceeded on.* ' N6 
tiVfliitcJd jiarion has ever afforded an cxaiiiple^of a 
jhe^afllimption of lands long poffefled, or which had 
been the fubjcft of civil contrads. Is it thep pof- 
IjWe that any man who has obferyed the influence 
if even recently acquired property, can be feriousi 
in his hypdthefis > That after a century and a hall* 
tf peaceable ooffcffiod, fortified in their daim, b^ 
the long Hft of coffneftions, creditors, tenants, arid 
dependants, the landed intereft o^ Ireland IhouldE 
have, {o little weiglit that a govermxfent would at-^ 
tempt, or fo Uttlfe ftrtngth that a government dare, 
attempt, to thange the poffeffion of tjie country, ana i 

• ^ Iti^zs prdj^CeA iff Kng J^jk^U P^rUaJtuec^ iq> vexivc tbS^ 
ciort of a^rtms, whidh hathbecn difcontitiued^ h otder to difcri- 
»9itr bftiweoit ^mmW^nHd taf (bi^ir for mir* tihMwn( 
and tba ffffmi cb^HiibaM^/bjf! Rrodvidl,- i9tfA triY^t 
btirfe fOt Cbq dct^Dtun^f^^ iiboin ii |bMld*U4auli4< sK^^IM^ 
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gsmpUment with tlieir fpoii an baodfiil of M||^ 
leSted beggars.* 

But who are to ad in this revolution ? and bjr 
what event is it likely to be facilitated ? By the ^no* 

\ To my original argument, (fii-ft edition^), 911 thia fubjeft. 
t tnuft add, thattfaie prefent fetttement is guaranteed byiEng- 
Itttd, and that on acobant of the abfentee rents, £ngknd h^' 
juil the fame iaducements to f>referre the iaheritance ^ 0i^ 
prefent landed proprietors, whioh Ihs has to keep her fii|^ 
iftands, or any pther poffeflion ; the following requifitc^ ^e 
therefore indiiipenfably Beceifaiy, that the alteration fliould ba 
csibaed. Firft, That the Roman Cbtholics fHouM have an in- 
tereft to produce this revoluttoa ; that b, that no oten fiiouU 
acGuire property under the pieient fettlement, but the dircft 
heirs of the old forfeitors. Secondly, That they ihould becomp 
amajority of the electors. Thiraly, That they fliould ber 
come a minority of repsdcatatiines* . Fourtlily, That the p^ 
fent peerage fhall become extinct, or the naemben irho oow 
pofe it be reconciled to the fee of Rome^ Fiithly, That thf 

?ier8 fiiould have an interell in the re^allumption. Sixthly^ 
hat the kioe OiouM be diCpofed to fan£iion it. Serenthlf^ 
That the Eogliflt BntiQOi ioclndipg che abfeatces^ Ibodd bi 
inclined to permit it. It may b« oeceflary to kform tboit 
who are unacquainted with the internal fhte of Ireland, tha^ 
t^ firft three requiiires are as xlifficult to be accomplifhed a% 
the latter ones* Five^iiauhB of cho Ihih Catholics hold their pn>* 
perty jundei: the ad of iettkitient* either as pofleilbrt oi hndi, 
mortgagees, or creditors; andnotoneina thoufandreprtfentl 
a forfeiting family.* The Roman Catholic property ofjreland^ 
both real and penonaT, is fo far inferior to that 01 Proteftants, 
that in order to give the fpjrmer an elc&ioAeeriog infioenoe, H 
would require lome centuries during which Proleilants doot 
ihoiild alienate, and Catholics alone have the opportuaity of 
atquirmg. This extends but to counties and free cities ; the 
borouglis atie then to be gained, a work of more centuries. 1^ 
would furnifh matter for a curious ipeculation to conlider, 
what new interpretation of the gofpel mi^ht arife in chat ipaoe 
of time to fuperfede the prefent diftinftions. It mavalfobe 
iMceflary to acquaint the fame ciafs of readers, that thofe Ca« 
0olics who have t)urchafedof late, ha^ tadiferimitiateiy ex*' 
pended their money on old and new tides* and what prows to' 
demonflration, that the titles are unqueftionable^ the lan^s ac^ 
quired under the forfeitures of the laft century bring at market^ 
OK iame price ^s the grants of Henry the Second, the oldeft 
6tifes kfiown^ ki Ireland Indeed^ on the {Utcfaafe of an efiat^ 
no man inquires^ whether tbe.teaiir^ii by the a& of ietttantnt, 
#r prior to that period. '\ \ ... 
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Qoiiition o&Rtw power and confcquence to the Ron 
man Catholics. That is, men, who have borne 
without a murmur, the opprcffion of a fevcrc go* 
vernmentj are, at the inftant their (itiiation becomes 
tolerable, to create a cpnfufion, which defpair could 
iiot haye prompted j and to ejcpeod th^ir ready 
inohey on the acquisition of property, without any 
laotive whatever, but that they may be able to caft 
it into a fcramble, to be feized at randon^ by the 
moft fprtunate and enterprifing. T|ic Rpn^an Ca- 
tholics pannpt agqqire influence or propeny, unlefs 
pnder the prefent fettlement; and they mu^ be 
more enchufiallic in their notions of right, than 
any people whom hiftory has recorded, if, after 
having obtained independence by the ordU 
Bary means, they would embark in the fea of 
pyil con^mociofi,- and refer tp' enjoy thp eafe 
^d pertain property they poflTefs, rather than un^ 
jlettk the entire nation, in order to procure emolu 
jnent for dther perfons. ]t ^s not to be qn^frftood 
that every maq' whom accident or parfiqnony has 
t>iOHgI)t to the ji»fleffion of wealth, muft, becaufe 
]ie profefles their religion, have of confequence a 
ditcSt claim of inheritance under the old torfeitors^ 
The vanity of many new families may be footked 
by an attempt to trace their lineage to this venerable 
ftock. But there certainly are not at this moment 
five hundred Roman Catholics in Ireland, who, ii 
z court of claims were dtabliihed, could prove that 
a patrimony, except for the accident of forfeiture, 
oiigbt to have devolved upon them. Nlany <^ 
thefe fufiering families have languilhed in want, and 
pined into oblivion. Many fought refuge with 
their unhappy leader at the Revolution. Others 
have conformed to the efhbUfliment, and 9on{ti- 
tute at pref^nt a very diftipguithed * portion <^ the 
Church of Ireland* As the law entertains no 

• Some of liiis defcriptioii ave among the firfenuous oppofec| 
of that great national qneftbo, the Caui^lk eniancipation. ' 
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jealoufy of them, thefe are not to be counted againft 
the Roman Catholics. I am afliamed to have 
dwelt fo long on a frivolous objeftion, which fup- 
pofes that the interference of a few powerful chiefs 
is fufficierit to change the property of a country. 
The claim of the lri(h forfeitors is at this day chi- 
merical and antiquated. Our grandfathers do not 
recoiled the change ; our fathers found the illand 
fettled in tranquillity ; and all the folemn laws and 
compaAs of the date muft be, but as tranfitory 
and feffedlual fhadows in the eyes of him, whp fup- 
pofes that this fettlement can be violated. The 
prefent land-holders of Ireland may reft at eafe ; 
they have as little reafon to apprehend difturbance 
from the bid proprietors, as from thefe ftili prior 
occupants of the Igil, the wolf dogs. 
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CHAP. IV. 

^he Eftablt/bment. 

THE effcfts of the propofed repeal, on the in- 
terefts of the eftabliflied Church, dcfcrvc a 
diflinft confideration. I will not fay, reafoning on 
the abllrad queftion of right, that any edablilliment 
o\ight to be fet in competition with the interefe 
of a people. It would certainly be jull to render to 
every man that which belongs to him, and leave 
to heaven, whom they profefs to honour, the care 
and fecurity of religious eftablKhment. But paffion 
and intereft fway more in fociety, than rules of 
abftraft juftice. We cannot exped; that men, 
having in their hands the power to confer kindncfs, 
or offer injury, will refrain from the one, or prefent 
the other, unlefs the ad to their own concerns be 
proved advantageous, or at leaft indifferent. It is 
reafonable on the fubjed of this demand to quiet 
the alarm of the Clergy, and the more fo, as the 
ta^ of giving fatisfadion is by no means diffici2k]t« 
Far from fuppofing it unfafe for the Clergy of this^ 
or any other eftablifhed Church, that the fubordi- 
nate feds (hould enjoy the moft perfed liberty ; it 
would fcem to be a meafure of correft and faga-^ 
' cious policy to remove every difqualification, by 
which the great body of the people is afTefted.- 
l**or the mere pre-eminence of eccleliaftics, none 
but bigots will contend, and thefe in numbers toa 
inconliderable to excite a;pprehenfion. But where 
the more folid advantages of fociety are withheld, 
where men are provoked by idle experiments on 
t&dr pride, or cbeit: patience, the moft moderate 
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will be induced to make a common ^aufe, and m 
haughty hierarchy will be fometimes levelled, in a 
common flaughier of oppreffive pretcnfions. In 
the prefent (late of Europe, whillt there occur fo 
many inducements to fpeculation, whilft the public 
mind is fo ripe for inquiry, unlefs the free prefs, 
and parliamentary conftitution be abrogated in 
Ireland, the Roman Catholics muft perceive, that 
by poflelling the advantages and immunities of a 
Britifh fubjeft, they (hould become more refpeded, 
more fecure, and more happy. If they inquire, 
why is this condition denied to them } and learn 
that the e(labli(hment is the author of their degra- 
dation ; that they fuiier an unjuft and unqualified 
dts&anchifement, merely becaufe the favoured re« 
ligton chufes to indulge in iil-fouaded apprehen- 
fions, and inflicts this penalty, teft it might be in* 
commdded by their freedom. They will necef- 
fiu*ily confound in common antipathy, the evil, 
and the caufe of it. Great allowances are to be 
made for the anxiety of the Clergy : it is natural 
that thofe, who hold property, Qiould cautiouily 
weigh, whatever is reprefented to interfere with 
their poiTeffions ; on no other occafion arc the feel- 
ings of men fo exquifitely alive, nor do we recoil, 
from the rude touch of reform, with more fenfitive 
ii^itability. But let the body of Irilh ecclefiaftics, 
proceeding one ftep further, inquire from their 
ijuick fcnfibjlity, whether he who enjoys wealth, 
does not feel an earneftnefs to retain it? the anfwer 
will probably be in the affirmative, and they will 
be convinced by the moft decifive evidence, the 
teftimpny of their fenfes, that even in the caufe of 
the Church, a Rpn^aii Catholjc, unlefs he be more 
attached to his religion than they are, is very little 
likely to endanger his fortune. It is not by ^ wilh, 
or magic incantation, that an eftabiUhmientj^ fenced 
by laws, and upheld by power, is to be fubverted^ 
%he Qiurch of Ireland is defended by a large over* 
r? pro- 
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proportion of the propei ty of the nation, which ip 
in the poifefliion of its zealous votaries. It is gua-% 
ranteed by England, and proteded by the jealoufy 
of all defcriptions of Proteftants, who would cer- 
tainly combine to prevent a tranflation of power 
to the Roman hierarchy. They who attack thi$ 
well-fecured eftabliftment, muft difpoie thcmfelve^ 
to encounter a fprmidable oppofition, the P,rotef-. 
tants of Ireland, backed by the unanimous con- 
currence of Great Britain. And who are thefe 
frantic Papifts, if they enjoy the comforts of life, 
and a competent (hare in the bed government ex« 
ifting, who will commit their foitunes and lives, 
the hopes of their children, and profperity of their 
country, on the event of a filly confiidt for tithes^ 
and biihoprics? The natural (Irength of the 
Catholics has been over-borne for a century, and 
the powers which have fo long deprefled it, are 
ftill competent to produce the fame effeft. When 
it is alledged, that if reftored to the privileges of 
free citizens, they would not fubmit to the prece- 
dency of the eftabli(hed Church '; <ve argue' as if 
their propenfity to commotion was to ihcreafe, in 
proportion as their motives were removed, and that 
they fliould begin to difturbthe public tranquillity, 
merely becaufe they had an additional intereft to 
preferve it. The hypothefis is exaftly this, that 
men, who already have been forced to fubmit to 
every fpecies of privation, Ihould arm at tbeinftartt 
all inducement to hoftility had ceafed, and. ily 
madly fl-om the banquet of freedom, to which they 
tad been invited, into an enterprize, calculated only 
to gratify their vanity. 

I will not fuppofe the Roman Catholics fo widely 
to differ from the reft of men, that they would not 
wifh, if a wifti could effeft the purpofe, to fee their 
own party prevail, and their own liturgy univer- 
fally eftahliOied. I know, that in the charader of 
that fed^ there enters no ilronger difpoiition^ than 

that 
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fh*t of reverence to their Clergy ; and tlut many 
^rcicles^ both of dodrine ^nd difcipline, have 4 
tendency to confirm this ft^ntimenc. When I affcrt, 
chat the abolition of the Popery Laws cannot affedt 
tlie eftabiilhment, I do not ground my argument 
on any fuppofed forbearance of tl>e Roman Catho- 
lics, fuch prefumption n^qft be> eithqr weak or diiin- 
genuous* 1 reafon oq the utter impqfljbility 
chat any attempt againft tl^c; eftablifhmeqt (l^ould 
prove fuccefsfuL Jn order that an alteration 
fliould be eflfeded, it muft, as before, com? 
fecommended by England ; or Ireland, in point 
of number and territorial influence, mu(t nearly 
be unanimous. When five-fixths of the land^ 
holders were rigid Roman Catholics, in defiance of 
the mod ftrenuous oppofition, the EngliQi liturgy 
was introduced, the old clergy ejeded, and the re<» 
JFormatioq triumphantly eflablifhed. Nay more, 
aided by England, (be Protedants, at that time in* 
truders, were enabled to rpb their adverfaries of 
power and of privilege, aqd to deface every trai( 
which might denote tt^eir lineage from a free 
people. When freedom ai^d property were the 
i^ke, youbufFetted them at your fancy ; and now 
^^hen the rifk is only of precedence, for which 
none but perfohs of weak capacity would expofc 
themfelves, as if cpnfcious that religion was not 
fulficient to create difcontent, we caft ambitioa 
and intereft into the fcale ; we fetter down our vi- 
gorous ^nd youthful country, foaring with an eagle 
wing into the boldeft flights of aggrandifemenr, 
and purfuing with an eagle eye the animating fua 
of freedom; and for what ? For a vifion of danger, 
to be realifed but in the remote Upfe of centuries, 
and by a coincidence of events chimerical even 
in profped, that England (hould be reconciled to 
the See of Rome, and the race*of Irifh Proteftants 
become extind or beggared. With equal juftice, 
and much founder, policy^ the legiflature might ex- 
tend 
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tend its care to the dominion of Saints, and provide 
ifor the fecurity of Proteftantifm in the Millennium. 
$imilar arguments were ufed to elude the repeal of 
thofe fcandalous ftatutes which fcarccly left to us the 
benefit of air and water. They were advanced alikei 
when it was propofed to repel the teft ad. On botli 
bccafions the nation was warned againft the dangers 
of rivalfhip; on both occasions the caution was 
treated with contempt, and the country has prof* 
pered under the falutary meafures which w<;rc 
adopted. By this confideration the advocates of 
intolerance might be induced to relax fomewhat of 
their oppofition. Notwithftanding every apprc- 
henfion/ the reformed Diffenters are not, at this day, 
more powerful, than they wei e fourteen years back ; 
and if danger could be apprehended from any, ic 
inuft rather have been from the Prefbyterians ; 
they have a powerful party in England, and Scot- 
land is at their fide unanimous. The Roman Ca- 
jholics, uniefs they can influence Saints and Mar- 
tyrs in their caufc, feem little likely to procure 
auxiliaries. If theCljureh of Ireland wi(hes to rival 
the Romifli Clergy in popularity, it ought to com- : 
mence by proofs of condefcenfion. He who pof- 
fefles pre-eminence and authority, if he bqar the. 
one with'meeknefs,' and exercife the other in cle- 
mency, ftarts in the competition with infinite ad- 
vantages. A confequence direftly contrary niiay be 
cxpefted to enfue, where precedence is haughtily 
maintained, and fuperiority wielded as a rod of 
iron. Hence in every country the difinclinatibn of 
fubordiriatc feds to the church dominant ; \yhich, 
mif-ftating fadls, and mifapplying experience, we 
iifually attribute to the motives of diflcnt, not tc> 
the circumftances to which diffent gives origin. 

It may be hoped, that fufiicient arguments have 

been advanced to prove, that the eftablifhed 

church can have no advantage in promoting the 

continuance of thefe lUtutes.- In the days of moft 
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extravagant enthnliafm^ never did the bare interefts 
of the clergy draw any defcription of religionift* 
into competition with their rulers. We proceed 
farther to eftablifli, that it is the duty of the 
Church of Ireland, as it tenders what it mud fup« 
pofe, the caufe of truth, to fet an example to the 
univerfe of unlimited toleration. Every argu- 
ment, which can be ufed to juftify the coercioa 
of Roman Catholics in this country, may be 
equally applied to its own cafe in a nation ad- 
hering to the Church of Rome, or to any other 
fyftem of religious worfliip. The fafety of efta- 
bliftiments, if once admitted to depend on perfecu- 
rion, may be alledged as a pretext for the inqui- 
fition, or any meafure of fevcrity which the difcrc* 
tion of a legiflature (hall think convenient. Thus^ 
by immediate confequence, their obftinacy war* 
rants the perfecuiion of every Proteftant in Eu- 
rope. There are thofe who affeft the oftentatioui 
title of patrons and defenders of the Church of Ire- 
land ; if fuch perfons feel, that the doftrines they 
fo warmly efpoufe, bear the evidence of truths 
why not commence the glorious work of toleration ? 
By doing fo, they unbar to their dodrines the gatei 
of every nation, and clear the way for the admiffion 
of true religion into the countries in which it is 
prohibited. They will remove from the church, to 
which they profcfs attachment, an imputation that 
muff ever be affixed in the minds of plain ob- 
fervers, that force is a fubftitute employed to fup- 
ply the dearth of argument. That if any more 
nappy expedient could be ufed to produce convic- 
tion, they (hould not propagate their dodrines by 
pecuniary rewards and puniftiments. Such language 
certainly cannot, in the prefent form of things, be 
reprehended. It is encouraged by the laws of Ire- 
land* It has been encouraged by zealots, who havC 
ventured to declare, that although the firft convert 
might not be iincere in his profeiSions^ his pofferity 

wiU. 
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will at length be confirmed in the opinions of thcf 
reformation. Will the national clergy fubmit to 
this imputation ; that unlike the primitive church, 
6f which the feed was the blood of martyrs, thcf 
foundation of the Church of Ireland fhould be laid 
in hypocrify, and that it requires two or three gene- 
rations of prevarication and apoftacy, to procure to* 
the land the bleflingof a good Protefbmt i 
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CHAP. V, 



Of the Dangers to the Conjlitution from the Vopery 
LawSy and the general Impropriety ^ in a. free State ^ 
offuch ReJtriSlions, - 

REASONING on the Poppry Laws with a rc-^ 
ference to the conftitution, a capital objec- 
tion prefents itfclf. In every free ftate the fu^ 
preme magiftrate is the objeft of jealoufy ; hi$ 
powers of adion are more concentrated, his in- 
tereft in the ruii> of freedom more immediate. 
The patriot ftatefman marks his condud with vi- 
gilance, dexteroufly purfues the fecret motives 
of aftion, and exerts the utmoft a(5tivity to coun- 
terad his entcrprizes; but in this inftance th^ 
fyftem of controuls is inverted. The check is 
jmpofed upon the people, for the advantage of the 
monarch, not upon the fovereign, ip behalf of the 
people. 

So repugnant to the genius and principles of li-r 
berty are thefe reftridions, that to a perfon who con- 
iiders the Irifli nation, anxious to retain its free confti- 
^ution, every article muft appear an aft of infatua-i 
iion. If it were pofSble that a race of beings could 
exift, debafed, degenerate, and fo unlike the com-? 
mon charafter of man, as to deem the regulation of 
their own ^d^ons a toil, and who Ihould fyftemati- 
cally prefer to, l^old their lives and fortunes from the 
caprice of a tnonarch, rather than by the liberal fe- 
curity which the Britith conftitution offers ;j if we 
could fuppofe that any climate, manner, or inftitu- 
tions, could thus warp, and pervert the hunian 
pind from its accuftomcd tervoir of thought and 
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aftion, and that this vilified order of wretches were 
the Roman Catholics of Great Britain and Ireland j 
an alien obferver, indifferent in the choice of par- 
ties, would thus be induced to defcribe, and to reaforr 
on, this part of our governniefit. " On the Britifh 
iflands, the favour of heaven has bellowed the belt 
government, and the moft perfeft fyftem of civil 
liberty, which h^s yet been cftabli(hed. Ctf this 
invaluable boon the poffeffors are juftly tenacipus. 
It IS the ftrength and ornament of t|ieir country. 
A doubt has arifen, whether one defer iption of citi- 
zens are in thiscaufe, jilike zealoi^s ,as their fellqws^, 
without examining the merits of tlie charge, by the 
moft obvious evidences, without confidering whe- 
ther it is admitted- by their profeflions, juftified by 
their interefts, or corroborated by their paffions. A 
fentence of degradation is awardedj^ the moft rigo- 
rous doom a nation can denQunce, Heedlefs of the 
general chara<fler of man^ placable by kindnefs, 
unaccornmodating under h^r(h exertions of autho- 
rity, it is not endeavoured by conciliatory meihod$ 
to chapge their perverfe nature. They are alie- 
nated ftill more, by being abfolutely deprived of 
every inducement to repentance. In a limited 
monarchy, the fovereign is an objeft of attention 
and miflruft, yet to his cuftody thefe formidable 
ciilprits are committed. Thu? facilitating to hin^ 
the means of iilfluence, afid extending the connec- 
tion of intercourfe and dependence; Upon the 
^afieft terms, firnply by abftairiing from injury, an 
afpiring monarch may at any time ingrat,iate him- 
felf with this numerous body. An oftentatioiis pa- 
rade of clemency binds them to his caufe by a£- 
feftion and intereft. Thus, of every mode that 
could be devifed, for managing a people fufpeftccj, 
of difafTeftion, the moll improper was adopted. 
They are permitted to acquire the influeiiice of 
wealthji and almoft enjoined to direfit that impor- 
tarit engine againft the liberties of tbeir cQuntry, 
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They are in a free ftate marked out, as improper 
guardians of the public welfare. Is it then farpri- 
fing, that they want ardour to fupport that free- 
dom, from any participation in which they are fe- 
duloufly excluded? The caufc of aftonifhment 
Ihould rather be, that no fovereign sis yet endea- 
voured to feize this dangerous instrument of influr 
ence, and wield it with eiFeftagainft the liberties of 
his country. But let the people of Ireland beware, 
there are many inducements to undermine their 
rights, and they have no rcafon to fuppofe, tha; 
agetics and advifers will not be found for fuch a 
meafurc. Competition for the crown has long 
ceafedi Already the relation between the fovereiga 
and people is effentially altered. Fads within our 
own memory fufficiently prove, that the reigning 
family are not confidered utterly dependent on the 
iifual fupporters of their greatnefs. Thanks to thfe 
virtues of thofc by tirhora we are likely to be go- 
verned, we can indulge the pleafing vifion or a 
patriot reign. Such dangers are remote, but not 
impoflible. No royal family would deem the com- 

Cifon degrading, to hear that a (pirit like that of 
wis XlV, reftlefs, haughty, enterprifing and am- 
bitious, may animate fome of its pofterity ; and 
there is no fccurity, that the deep, judicious po- 
licy of Richelieu, may not fuccefsfully be imitated 
by future minifters." 

Our reafoner might proceed with great ap* 
pearance of juftice, and confider the Popery Laws, 
as a fyftem devifed to prepare for abfolute mo- 
narchy. Certainly, every intereft and every paf- 
fionof the Roman Catholics ought, if their paffions 
and interefts refemble thofe of other men, to lead 
them to co-operate in fuch an eftablilhment. 
Their intereft, for enjoying no common benefic 
of a free conftitution, they can have no common 
concern to protnote it, and in the univerfal dc- 
bafement of defpotifm, they might exped more 
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impartial attentions. Their paflions, it is the na« 
ture of man, to refill dominion, to defire equality; 
the fiifpicious muft ever expeft to be reluftantly 
ferved, want of confidence diminifties the anxiety 
16 deferve it. In the political, not lefs than in the 
moral world, to infringe on reputation is fevere, 
and leads to depravity. I have touched before on 
the injuftice, it is my province here to remark the 
impolicy of fuch fufpicion. Indeed, throughout 
this entire fyftem, thefe defefts go hand in hand, 
want of common juftice is blended with want of 
common prudence. If the Roman Catholics were, 
as they have been reprefented, incorrigibly culpable 
in . their political opinions and attachments, the 
bonds impofed are infufficient for the fecurity of the 
ftate; they fhould not be fettered, but extermi* 
nated. If liberty, a blefling fondly cherilhed, and 
purchafed with fo much hazard, is to be preferved, 
the Roman Catholics of Ireland are too ftrong or 
ttx) weak ; poflefled of too much ftrength, if they 
are to be deemed enemies ; far too feeble, if to be 
•fexpefted as auxiliaries. Every argument urged 
againft them applies with more efficacy to a fen- 
tence of univerfal maflacre. Reputation rewards 
the labour of the generous mind, and encourages 
the fiikewarm to praifeworthy actions. It ought 
not on trivial or frivolous pretexts to be withheld,^ 
and' meh folemnly and publicly proclaimed objefts 
of miftruft to their fellow citizens. If attachment 
be prifcanous, thefe are not the means of concilia- 
tion ;' ribr i^ fidelity thus to be. recalled, when it 
wavers. Confult the common occurrences of life; 
the tale of calamity, in' which all the woes, and all 
the arrogance of men are recorded, we there learn 
what an awful fentence that is,' which infringes 
upon a good narhe ; how frequently, if the amiable 
ind innocent be expofed to the judgement of the 
world; and to \ht bitter fentence of exclufion, fo 
often uttered at tlxat ^aaightytribtinal; degraded 
J. ^ .. . . ' \..; ; , -^J ' ' ' in 
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in their own and in the public eftimation, and thus 
deprived of the ftrongeft incentive to good con- 
du<9:, they fink into the debafcment, which malevo- 
lence had prepared for them. In this obfervation, 
there is enough of man's general charafter, tojuf- 
tify the application to political, ^s well as moral 
condudt. 

The friends of the conftitution may place reliance 
in another laudable prepofleffion. That felf-impor- 
tance, which attaches to every individual of a free 
date ; that fenfe of honour, and (hame of derelic- 
tion, which holds the centinel to his poft ; which 
confirms the virtue, and even invigorates the in- 
duftryof a free people. We need not feek recon- 
dite evidence to fupport this faft, that man thrives 
in the garden of freedom ; the authority of travel- 
lers might be cited, and every perfon called to wit- 
ne(s, who has obferved the difference of manners in 
the nations around us. The dejeded afpeft of 
defpotifm, its gloomy and defponding vifagc, it^ 
iluggard air and flovenly attire, the contraft of 
cheerful and fprighcly comfort, where the damp of 
government is different. 1 (hall colledt proofs 
from the land we live in. It unhappily furnifhes 
fufEcient to evince, that in order completely to 
link him in his own opinion, a man need not feel 
the laQi of authority, or fee the hand uplifted to 
inflia it. I illuftxate my opinion by the con- 
traft of character in the EngliQi and Irifh pea- 
fantry. Of the Englifli, bold, enterprifing, and 
induftrious, ereft with honeft pride, and con- 
fcious independence. Of the IriQi, fervile, fpirit- 
lefs, and fluggiQi, dragging their chain in hopelefi 
defpondency, and fubmitting to indignities which 
give the dominion of their petty tyrants, not a little 
the refemblance of a gang of flaves and their info- 
lent overfeer. The Englifliman, at the approach of 
infult, or menace of danger, flies irjto the facred 
fanduary of juftice ; it is ever open as the paternal 
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miinfion to a favourite child ;, he is not, like the 
wretched cottager of Ireland, rebuffed with the 
contumely of a changeling or an outcalh I illuf- 
trate it ftill more by the contraft of charader in the 
north and fouth of Ireland. Indeed, in the 
fouth, the comparifon may be drawn ftill clofer; 
the difparity is not more fairly marked between 
any two races of men on earth, than between 
the Proteftants and Roman Catholics of nearly 
the fame rank in humble life, not diftinguiftied 
by any phyfical or moral difference, fave only 
that the former feel a confcioufnefs of fuperiority, 
and that the occafional exercife of the eleftive fran- 
chife contributes to cherifti and to confirm this fen- 
tiriient. I will be told that this right can confer but 
fmall importance. It is true, bur yet *' thefe little 
** things are great to little men ;^* it is fufficientfor 
their ftate in life, and produces a confiderable effeft 
upon their principles and condud. 

I anticipate an objeftion that will arife from the 
ftate of reprefentation. It will be alledged that the 
means of procuring influence at elcdions will be fa- 
cilitated, when the difqualification of religion is re- 
moved*, and the number increafed of thofe, whoar^ 
competent to accept freeholds. Exadlly thereverfe. 
Admitting Roman Catholics to vote at county elec- 
tions, would, in fadt, prove a moll unexteptionable 
plan of parliamentary reform. It is the great evil 
of this country, and that which vitiates the entire 
fyftem of reprefentatlon, that the right of fuffrage 
is not enjoyed by a fufficient number ; in proportion 
as the number of electors are limited, the eledion 
Is icfelf lefs free, becaufe men of rank can predo- 
minate more by the weight of their connexions 
arid dependents. IF this fadl needs confirmation, 
ive hav6 evidence itl the coritraftof great com- 
hiercial cities with fmall pottValloping boroughs j the 
Scotch counties have each but fevv freehol<ler^,-aii(J 
fcarcely ih one bf them is the reju-eifentatlve returned 
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\>y popular nomination; on the contrary, in tb^ 
counties of England the eleftors are ^uniero,us, 
the reprefentativcs arc repeatedly altered, and 
at all times held- in awe of their conftituents. 
By enabling the R^oman Catholics to vote, the ufe 
of occafioiul freeholders >yiU nearly be abojilhed^ 
It would be a waftc of moqey to m^^Ke but few^ 
and no fortune could bear the expence of a fufficient 
number to create any very decided influence- The 
independent Roman Catholics would f9rni an ad- 
mirable recruit to the popular intereft ip counties, 
and the effedt of the entire alteration would be to 
gender the gentry better Jandlords ; to extend more 
widely the controul of property over power ; ta 
enlift a numerous body of auxiliaries under the 
banners of freedom., j^nd incorporate them with 
the veteraq guards and forces of the conftitu- 
tion.* 

And wh^ are the argunnents againft this com- 
plete ms^numiffion s^ They have been already 
urged to prevent the foriper alteration of the ads of 
parliament againft Popery ]j and the experience of 
above thirteen years has amply and happily refuted 

* ** It may appear at ftrft fight of littl^ confequence whether 
'• pcrfons in common ranks of life eagoy any fhare of political 
^* liberty or not. But without this there cannot be that per- 
^ fuafion of indepeodence, which alone can eooouraflc a man toi 
** make great exertions. A man who is fenfible that he is, at the 
*^ diipo£^i of Qthers, pyer whoie conduft he has no controuL 
*' has always fome unknown evil to 4read. He will be afraia 
¥ of attra^iog'the notice of his fitperior, and muft feel himfelf 
*^ a mean and degraded being. Biit a fenfe of liberty, and. 
*^ knowledge of the laws, by which his condu^ muft be go* 
•* vemed, witth fome degree of controul over thofe who make 
V and adminifler the laws, gives him a conftant feelinjg; of his 
^iown importances afid leads him to indul^ in a free and 
*< manly turn of thinking, which makes him greatly fuperior to 
*• what he would have been under an arbitrary form or governs- 
** ment,'' Prteflly on General Policy. It might be almoft be- 
lieved that this iliuftrious writer had Ireland ia view when he 
cpppreffed his tbefe fentiments. 
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them. But cogent, indeed, are the arguments which 
warrant the meafure; we are cajoled by feigned 
apprehenfions of the Pope, when, in faft, our watch- 
fulnefs fliould be of our mlnifters : they are pre- 
fent and powerful, he, feeble and remote. Does 
$ny man in his fenfes fuppofe that the Roman Ca- 
tholics would embroil themfelves with the Protef- 
tants of Ireland, or draw down the force o; Eng- 
land upon their heads, to make a pope their mo* 
narch, or a cardinal their viceroy ? This is not the 
age for fuch attempts, or fuch fpeculadons; the 
pretenfions of his holinefs are as little likely to. diC- 
turb the future tranquillity of Ireland, as thofe of 
the Turk and Devil, with whom it not long fince 
was the falhion to combine him. But we complain^^ 
and the evil is at oar doors, that adminiftration is 
not refponfible to parliament ; that parliament itfelf 
is not refponfible to the people. Can we expedl it 
{hould'be otherwife ? The name of people is pro- 
faned ; it is ufurped by a committee of the nationj^ 
who barter the right ro govern themfelves for per- 
miflion to exercife a pernicious authority aver their 
fellows. They are not attended to, becaufe when 
they fpeak, they come not accompanied by the dig-. 
nity of national property, and the energy of na- 
tional papulation. The majefty of th.e Iri(h peo- 
ple is dethroned; it isprieferved but as a pretender,' 
and only produced when occafion requires to in- 
timidatie the fovereign ; ferved, indeed, withgreac 
external profeffions of decorum, but knocked on 
the head if any cjBfort to improve its condition^ 
(hould be attempted. 

Public men in tl^is country a^re not compelled 
to look downwards ; the great are fuffcrcd to fc-, 
parate their intereft from that of the people. They 
do not owe their parliamentary fituatioixs to popu-i 
W fayoyr ;. they ^re returned, either becaufe they 
have at their difpofal, boroughs confifting of eigh« 
or tei} eleftors, nominated by themfelves ; or that 
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tb^y have under their own controul, and that of 
their clofc friends, fuch a number of dependent 
Proteftants as will out poll at a county elecftion thd 
public-fpirited freeholders. In many counties of 
the fouth, 30,000 male inhabitants have their repre- 
fcntatires named by about 1500 Proteftants. When 
a man of fortune c^n procure one hundred poof 
JProteftants tb become his dependents, the political 
confequence he derives from pofleffing one fifteenth 
of the county reprefentalion, compenfates for the ex- 
J)enditul-c by wlfiich he obtains it. Add tb this, tht 
natural InHuence of fuch a perfon with tenants, neigh- 
bours, and tradefmcn, and the power of providing 
for friends in the amniy, revenue, and fubordinatc 
public officesi it is not too much to fay^ that he 
will poflefs at his complete difpofal from one-third 
to one-fifth of the reprefentation of the county. If 
two or three of this order unite, even the ftiadow of 
popular choice is taken away. What muft it therf 
be, where the number of cleftors in the fame extent 
of population docs not amount to above three our 
four hundred ? In faft, there are fcarcely any popu- 
lar nominations in Ireland. What is called the elec- 
tion, is but a feptennial lawfuit between a few great 
families, in Order to afcertain which of them fhall, 
for feven years, enjoy the importance and patronage 
tifually attached to a feat in parliament. If there be 
truth in that affertion fo often advanced, that public 
m^n do not confult the public intereft 5 if it is a cor- 
reft explanation of that conduft, that the eleftors 
hot being fufficicntly numerous, clcdions are not 
fufficiently popular -, that a very large proportion of 
then! are independent of the people, and that this is 
a confequence of the thraldom of the Catholics ; the 
entire argument refolves itfelf into this queftion ; can 
the emancipation of that body produce any inconve- 
nience equal to that, which now arifes from their unqua- 
lified disfranchifcmcnt ? I addrefs myfelf to the com- 
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fHOn tinderdindihg of the age^ not to it$ |>fiild&' 
phy or benevolence. 

So obvious and eafy is this remedy, that I am 
aftoniihed in the fchemes of parliamentary reform 
repeatedly pnodliced, k has been paflfed over in 
f^ence. We defirc that a new portion of health may 
' be infufed into the conftitution, and neglecting thef 
medicinal current that rons by our door, we fcek A 
rcftorative from diftant fprings^ and from the untried 
drug of every vifionary empiric. It is impoffible 
not to obfcrve with how much eafe the Irifli patriots 
have repeatedly fate down to the work of reformation^ 
no more adverting to the claims of their fellow citi- 
zens, than if fucW men were not in exiftence, or ex- 
ifted but as vagrant Tartars, who had been enticed 
by the cheerfd face of the country to fettle tbem- 
fclves for a feafon, ready at the return of fummer to 
retire with eq.ual precipitation* 

In order completely to fecure our moderate and 
happy goverhahent, it is expedient to reftore every 
privilege to/the Roman Catholics, How can any 
roan call this country free^ whilft confcienee, the 
moft facrcd of human' rights, k reftrifted ? I (hall 
confine nsyfelf to that, which, pleading for the con- 
ftitution, h moft applicable. Reftore to the Ro- 
man CathoHte. the privilege of voting for their re- 
prefcntatives 9 they never ought to have loft it, far 
xhey never were the tools of power. The men of 
influence will by this aft of juftice be bound by in- 
cereft to fupport the conftitution. To the other 
orders it is to be ofltred^ as the reward of in- 
duftry, as the enlivening principle which gives 
energy to aftivc enterprize, which gives fccurity 
to moderate means, becaufe it gives vigour to repel 
encroachment. Every Roman Catholic is noi to be 
made a minifter of ftate* nor every infolvent la^ 
bourer to be taken into the firm of the conftitution f 
but let every Irifliman be taught, what every Eng- 
mhinan is taught to feel/ that befides want of appli- 
cation. 
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cation^ or of ceconomyj there is no impeditneol 
to bar him from the acquifition of that proteft- 
ing and recommendatory rightj by which he is 
enabled to refift the violencei to conciliate the re- 
gardy or tq mollify the arrogance of his immediate 
fuperior. 

And this is the mailer grievance of Irelandj 
that there are fo many temptations to opprefs 
the tenant, and fo few inducements to proteft him* 
The advantages of government are not extended 
to the lower walks of humble life« The laws agait>(t 
Catholics (muft I profane the facred name oriaw> 
by thus denominating that fyftem of brutalj bigots 
led, and tyrannizing monopoly,) produce the 
double mifchief of individual hardfhip, and general 
calamity j the operations of them, like that of their 
great prototype, the ancient foreft laws, is to depO'^ 
pulate the country. We have ^iven proofs of their 
baneful effects upon the conftuution, that by li- 
miting the number of eledtors, the bafis upon which 
freedom refts, is injudicioufliy narrowed, and the means 
of corruption by confequence facilitated. So far 
the evil recoils upon thofe who uphold it » but the 
disfi-anchifement of the great body of the Irilh peo* 
pie retards the cultivation and natural improve- 
ment of the ifland. Such mufk ev;cr be the effcft 
of a government founded on partiality. Thofe 
who arc the objeAs of preference arc not necefli^ 
rated I the unfavoured part of the nation are not en- 
couraged, to cultivate. This backwardnefs of the 
country will by fome be imputed to indigenous in- 
dolence. But the vice of indolence is itlelf fymp- 
tomatic of a bad government ; it is notorioufly 
cauied in Ireland by the defective organization of 
(bciety | for the perfbns who at home incur this im- 
putation, when they emigrate, are indefatigable 
^nd induftrioqs. It is the natural ambition ofland- 
cd proprietors to feek an cleftioneering influence 
in their refped^ive counties 5 they arc dependent for 
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it upon their Proteftant tenantry, and to them thclF 
.cares and attentions arc rcftrifted. The remainder, 
who ought to conftitute an iifeful body of hufband- 
men, are not proteftcd againft the rapacity and in- 
folencc of thofe, whether of their own or of the 
pther religions who are cafually placed over them. 
They are not induced to take an intereft in the 
foil and to improve it. If they arc lb induced, they 
Jiavc not vigour of charafter to undertake the cn- 
terprize. Th,ey arc dependent, becaufe they want 
every fpecies of confcquence ; and^ becaufe depen- 
dent, they are neglefted.* Look upon the chart 
pf Ireland, and it will appear more confpicuous, that 
this w^nt of tone in the charafter of the Irilh pea- 
iantry, which }n certain diftridts is too obfervablc, 
proceeds from the vexatious partiality encouraiged 
py our ftatutes. In thofe parts of the north in 
which the inhabitants are almoft entirely Proteftant5, 
there is litjle ropm, and no reafon for preference* 
The people arc comfortable and thrifty, and the 
pountry rather overftocked with population. On 
the fame foil, under the fame climate, under appa? 
rently the fame government, arc to be found entire 
counties covered with fpiritlefs wretches, nakedji 
famifhing, and who continually, by petty infur- 
reftions, upbraid their mifery to their oppreffors, 
It is true, that the law does not enjoin the evil ; 
but law can fo difpofe men's intereft, as to produce 
mifchief without abfolutely ordaining it. The 
Roman Catholics are not now as they were a few 
years back, fubjed: to that abfurd, impolitic, and 
capricious i:yranny, which prohibited them to pro- 

* To this rage for procuring county influence is to be at- 
tributed the uncultivated ftatc of many iniproveable tradts 
in Ireland. The landlord, willing to give that encourage- 
fr,*:nt which authprifes the expence and labour of reclaiming, 
wiflies to feleA thofe who can fecond his tleftioneerin^ pur- 
pofes. He in general will not receive Catholics, he cannot pro- 
cure Protcftants ; under the dilenima, waftes arc fuffercd to re-r 
fjiain, which might be rendered produdivc. 
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•fecute their intercft in their native country, or to 
dcpofit the fruits of their induftry in its bofom. But 
if no man will encourage them upon his eftate, the 
moft pernicious part of the old fyftem is continued, 
a negative is put upon the profpcrity of the huf- 
bandman and manufacturer. 

It is not dated as a matter of national concern, whe- 
ther any fcdtion of the country is tenanted by one or 
Ithe other religion ; but that the poor and uneducated 
arc often called on to take oaths, which their confci* 
jcnce reprehends, under penalty of forfeiting the 
means of fubfiftence. It is complained of as an in* 
juty to morals ; it is complained of as an outrage on 
humanity. Unimpeached Catholic tenants are frc* 
quently ouftec} from their farms, and fupplanted by 
^ofe who are qualified to become freeholders. As 
yet there are but few manufacturers in Ireland ; the 
cultivation of the £bil is the principal occupation of 
the inhabitants. The perfons thus ejeCled, are fent 
into the world adrift and unprovided; driven to de* 
fpair, they fometimes commit afts of violence i the 
progrefs of civilization is checked, and the national 
character fuffers. They in goieral retire to com- 
mence a new career of ynproteCted poverty, in 
thofe barren tr^fts, which are as yet beneath the 
notice of their fuperiors,* Not infrequently they 
feek an afylum in the more hofpitable wildernefles 
of America* And are not thefe oWeCts of com- 
miferajtion? }n the entire range ot human cala- 
mity, of injufticc, and oppreffion, (ha)l it be penal 
alone to plead the caufe of the Irifh Catholics ? Shall 
the patriotifm of Ireland l^p exhaufted in barren 
commendations of foreign frccdoqdj, while her fons 

* It 15 a well known fad, that in fome places when country 
gentlemen have induced Proteilant weavers, from the north, to 
fettle as freeholders in the weftern and fouthcrn counties, riie/ 
have abandoned their original occupation of n)anufa6iu re, and 
pever alTunied the new one of hufloandry. Thus the nation 
lofes two ai^ive citizens ; the farmer, who is forced from til- 
lage, and the manufa^rer who is forced into it. 
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proclaim themfelves at home the inexorable pa« 
irons of domeftic bondage? Is it a fidion that 
juftice and benevolence arc the cbara£teriftics of 
England i Or does (he travel round the globe (o ex- 
tend the benefit of thefe national virtues to Gen-^ 
toos and Negroes, whilft (he turns with averfion 
from the complaint of injured and unoffending 
l)retbreri f 

** Has ihe a tongue to doom a brother's death f 
H And fhall tl^t tongue give parcloa to a flave i*^ 

No ; the people of England underftand not oqr Aifc^ 
or our condition ; when they do^ we fliall have tbeni 
pur auxiliaries. 

Equal juftice is not didributed to every order 
of Irifhmen i in confequence of the inducements 
to court the favour of^ one party, there is, with 
regard to thofe whlS conftitute the chofen caft, 
a lajfity in the execution of the criminal codcj^ 
which aggrieves the entire community. It is needlefs 
to add, that laxity to the one implies, unequal rigour 
to the other, I allude here. to the powir which de^ 
volves upon private gentlemen, and that which is 
intruded to fubordinate magiftrates. ] impeach 
not the integrity of the Irilh tribunals ; but there arc 
evils arifing out of the manners and habits of a coun-^ 
try^ which thofe who pre(ide over the adminiftra- 
tion of juftice, be they ever fo pure, cannot rcdrefsj^ 
or even difcover ; minute grievances, that wear down 
a gaHant people. Nor, indeed, are the immediate 
initruments of the mifchief in an extreme degree 
culpable, the temptation is more than hun^an nature 
is in general prepared to refift, Put, if Ireland, is 
to be re-generated, thefe nianncrs, habits, and in- 
terefts muft be deftroyed, and every inducement 
to recur to them obliterated 5 until that event fhall 
take place, the conftitution will not regain its ori- 
ginal purity. 

That 



l*}iat alteration mtrft in the firft inftance dont^ 
municate feme importance to thofe who cultivate 
the (6\\y without doubt the mod tifeful dafs of meni 
hh foeiety. If the Catholic poor arc placed wiAin 
the pale of the conftitmion, the cheerlefs wretches^ 
who now deform the face of Ireland, wlH change 
hapidly to a bold yeomanry, the ornannent and pro** 
teftion of their country. Such it phalanx exifted 
before thefe ftatutcs for the devaftation of Ireland 
had been fabricated* From hence another good 
confequence is to be expeftcd. There are ac pre- 
fent, between the proprietor and occupier of the 
foil, a clafs of opulent men^ of whom the wealth 
and induftry arc ufclefs to their country. In pro» 
portion as the tertcnant is encouraged by the land- 
lord, perfons of this defcription will retire into 
towns, and betake thenr.felvcs to commerce. Thvts 
one ftroke creates a yeoman, and recruits the com^ 
mercial intereft of the country. 

And what is the advantage to be derived from 
fo many hardfhips, and for which fo many obvious 
benefits are to be negleftcd ? If that code of de* 
folation, denominated the Popery laws, has any ob- 
jeft befides oppreffion, it muft be to extrnguifli the' 
Catholic religion ; and this, I venture to aflert, woulcl 
not alone be unproduftive of any good, but muft 
prove the caufe of much pofitive mifchiof to the 
country. 

A man diverted of partiality for any rdigious foeiety^ 
confidering the fefts of Chriftianicy, merely as they 
promoted p^olitical convenience, muft advife the rulersr 
of Ireland to cherifh the Catholic religion. They 
ought to rejoice at the arrangenrient produced by ac- 
cident. There are lefts of naked Ipeculation for 
thofe who reftefl:. There is a religion of (how and 
obfervances for thofe, of whom the devotion, craves^ 
apfliftance from the fenfes.- He Would recommend 
that all inducements to conformity might from thef 
prcfent hour be removed,, and every man be per-* 
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tnicted to (hape his creed by his own convidtorfi 
Interefted conformicy has been the bane of morals in 
this country; By that channel an annual current} of 
jrrcligion is conveyed into the eftablifhment; A 
thinking man may change his opinion on points of 
dofbrine ; bur the mafs of mankind ard either occu- 
pied or unin(iru£led ; nietaphyfical queftions are 
beyond their comprehenfioni or they want jeifiire 
for the difcuflion. Such nien learn to defpife, not 
to alter rheir tenets* The convulfion which wrcfts 
from them their early prejudicesj plunges them aa 
once into irreligion j they become deifts before they 
iffume the nanie of ProteftantSi The prefent plan 
of profelytiim is infamous and deftruftive. Let 
us confider the matter in another view, and examine 
whcthey any ufcful end whacfocver is to be obtained 
by converting the people of Ireland to reformed 
cpifcopacy. 

it will not be confidered any indignitjr to 
the members of the dominant hierarchy, to af- 
fcrtj that^ like every body of men who have been 
placed in fimilar circumftances, the affluence which 
they enjoy, and in many inftances it is moft de- 
fervedly beftowed, has proved injurious to theif 
adivity* They do not familiarife themfclves with 
the people^ they do not learn their language, they 
do not go amongft them to convey inftrudtion, and 
adminifter fpiritual comfort; all thefeeffential duties 
devolve upon the Catholic clergy. Let me afk 
the advocates for univerfal conformity, what is to 
become of the morals of the great body of theif 
countrymen, when the bonds are fevered which unite 
them to their prefent pafiors ? Do they fuppofe^ 
that the opulent dignitaries of the eftabliftiment 
will interrupt, a tranquillity ufually elegant, and 
often lettered, to mingle with the wretches of the 
land, to inftruft the cottage and confole the cavern ? 
If the poorer Roman Catholics conform, th^ey will 
no^ be attended to 5 they muft therefore either lofe 
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ihtir morah> or fall into fome difTenting Gongrega-' 
tions ; and thus the great incoinvenience^ a doublo 
eftabJifhment, is not rentiedicd. The clergy of the 
thurch of Ireland are too rich to become fedulous. 
They have, in general^ been accuilomed to confidei^ 
their livings as fihecuresi and the beggary of the na- 
tion would probably not be confidered a very accep« 
table acquiiition; In proportion as they were alie- 
nated fronn the Church of Rome, the inhabitants of the 
iveftern and fouthern parts of Ireland would become 
Preibyteriansi Methodifts, or Arminians; and what 
is that higher order of virtue inculcated by the re- 
formation, which, if uniformity is not to be pro- 
cured, renders Onefpecies ofdifTent more valuable 
than another; 

Hcrei perhaps^ the arrogant bigot will exclaim^ 
that this reverence to religion, and attachment to the 
clergy, i& mingled with fuperftition. It might be 
demonftrated, that fuperftition belongs not to the 
Church of Rome, it is in every fed the commoa 
foible of the Weak and the illiterate 5 but let ui wave 
difcuffion^ and for an inftant fuppofe the impu- 
tation founded; In the name of God, if trembling 
for his eternal allotment^ awed by the terrors, 
and agitated by the perplexities of futurity, the 
anxious mind can procure a fingle tonfolation to 
rcpofc on, Philofophy, arrogant, and fclf-opini- 
onated^ may fmile ; but why fhould any perfon in- 
terfere to abridge the gratifications of unoffending 
Credulity ? Whilft he interrupts not the harmony of 
focicty, and the rights and convehience of his neigh- 
bour, is not every individual intitlcd to adopt that 
fyftem which fcems moft congenial to his mind, or 
thofc prafticcs, which are fuggcfted by his fancy ? 
DearUm inJMria'^ diis curd. If he cfrrs, the thun- 
der of heaven can avenge its caufe^ and proftrate 
its viftim 5 muft the ftorm be direcfled by an ec- 
clcfiallic, or a ftatefman ? If I fcemed to receive a 
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fUl^ematural ihjundion to harafs my fellow Cfisl^ 
turcs, for principles or praftices not amounting to 
an overt a£l of injufticc^ I fhould rejedt it as an 
illiifidn of my fenfes. The Almighty could not be 
at variance with infinite wifdom^ eternal juftice and 
mercy^ his effential attributes. 

No defcription of men in Ireland deferve to rank 
higher in recompence from the ftate, or eftimation 
*^ith the people^ than the Roman Catholic clergy. 
To them is the nation indebted for the peaceable de- 
meanor of an oppirefled peafantry. They have 
been conimendably occupied in promoting mora- 
lity among the lower ranks in all thoie diftridtsj in 
which their religion is prevalent. They arc, with 
few exceptions, men of exemplary condu£t» and 
headed by prelates of accompliihed minds and efti- 
mablc virtues. A good government would chcrifli 
this deferving order; a more enlightened people 
than we are> would receive them with relpedk and 
tendernefs, not purfue them with an unmeaning fneer 
and unmerited contumely. I know tliat excellent 
and ufeful body of citizens, and how unimportant 
foever my teftimony, in this time of rebuke, they 
Ihall receive it. I have feen them, led by an irrefif- 
cible fenfe of duty, brave every djjnger, and en- 
counter every inconvenience, to adminifter thofe 
rites which cheer the dying wretch, and brighten to 
his mind the vifion of hereafter. I have feen them fol-^ 
low the fummons of calamity, at night, amidft the 
inclemency of the weather^ over trads of wafte 
and mountain, fuch as affluence knows only from 
romance, when it would enhance its enjoyments by 
the contraftof diftreft, and the luxury of commife-^ 
ration* It will, I believe, not be eafy to find a fo- 
ciety of difcerning men, unwilling to pronounce the 
Catholic clergy the bcft benefaftors of Ireland, or 
of men of letters, who would look down upon thac 
I catalogue 
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catalogue in which the titular Bilhop of Watcrford 
is included.* 

Far be it from this effay to depreciate the merit 
of thofe who have laboured to improve the confti-» 
tution of Ireland, It is a common caufe of congra- 
tulation that barriers arc oppofed to the incroach- 
ments of power; that the temptation of men in 
ftation to aft incorreftly is abridged, becaufe mif- 
conduft is rendered difficult. But in the warmth of 
exultation, (hall not thofe who are excluded caH 
upon the fortunate of their countrymen, and con- 
jure them by the fpirit that made them free, to 
compaffionate the bondage of their brethren ?• Shall 
they not be told, that every invafion of their rights^ 
as it awakens thejealoufy of liberty, ought to excite 
tendernefs for fimilar violations ? It may be faid that 
the demand is premature j can any time be prema- 
ture for a great aft of expedience and juftice f Or 
can any period be Ids premature, than a feafon of 
profound tranquillity, to revife our fyftcm of go* 
vernmcnt, and remove what the lapfe of years has 
left erroneous ? What ! if I am entitled to flioot 
game on any man's manor, I ihall be tenacious of 
my right J the law will uphold me, and will pre- 
fervc me harmlefs in the extreme afts of violence, 
by which I may fupport it. And here, when the 
ftake is all a maa of fenfe and fpirit can hold dear, 
are we to be put ofF with frivolous allegations ? 
What circumftance renders the prefent moment Icls 
eligible than a period of fifty years hence, to enter- 
tain this claim ? and either to admit the demand, or 
advance fatisfaftory reafons for the rcfufal? The 
filent acquiefcence of the Roman Catholics is the 

^ I have fele^ed Dodlor Egan a» an eminent, not a folitary 
inftancc of literary fuperiority among the Catholic clergy of 
Ireland. I could recount numbers qualified to add luftre to 
any rank, any order, or any country. Will this great and ef- 
timable perfon forgive this intrufion upon a retreat dignified by 
every virtue, ^d decorated by every learning ? 
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ftatc fccret, the only motive, and, indeed, die only 
juftification for perfifting in this fyftcm j and yntil 
they can qoUeft fufEcient refolution, conftitutionally 
to exprefs their feelings, and fufEcienj: unanimity to 
accompany the demand with all the influence, their 
money can befl:ow, every period of redrefs will be 
unfeafonable. 

In the CQurfe of this difcuffion I have declined 
any interference with the abftr^db claim of right| 
not abandoning the queftion, but unwilling to agi-? 
pte it, and aware that the principle may be dif- 
torted to fubvert any government. It is deman- 
ded only for the Romq^n Catholics, that if not at- 
tainted of any crime (and I know not that they have 
t>een convidtcd) they be admitted to the benefit qf 
that protedtion which is neceflary to encourage cn- 
terprife, and give content to competence. That 
their induftry, or the exercife of their talents, be noj 
reftrifted j that property in their hands be not d^^ 
nied its natural influence j that they Ihould nor, by 
a reiteration of wrongs, and falfe charges, be com- 
pelled, in fad, 10 adopt the principles imputed to 
them> and really to become the heinous delinquents 
they have been reprefented. Jn a nation which has 
been fuddenly elevated from obfcurity by the merit 
of principle and public fpirit, whilfl: with few^ excep- 
tions, the men are ftill alive, who aded the prin- 
cipal part in that revolution -, and amidft the patriot 
JDands, who gaye energy to their exertions, muft it 
be neceflary to repeat, that a Roman Catholic, an 
honeft man, paying taxes, and fubmitting to the ordi- 
nances of the ftate, is entitled to fome confidcration 
in thefcheme of freedom ? In order to quicken thefe 
mtn to a common aft of juflice^ muft they be in- 
formed, that by the whimfical caprice of their laws, 
one or two ladies fomewhat advanced in years, pof- 
fefs litjerajly a greater fhare of the reprefentation, than 
two thirds of their fellow citizens j men, denomi- 
nated by a (olemn aft of the legiflature, bis Ma- 
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jefiys dutiful and loyal fubjeSls, the Roman Catholic^ 
of Ireland. 

Is the conftitution a barren traft, upon which 
they dread too thickly to inhabit ? Is it therefore 
a wafte, becaufe they have fufFered it to over-run 
with weeds and branfibies ? unproductive, becaufe 
they negleft to raife beyond a fcanty fuftenance ? 
Do they nriiftake for the parfimony of nature, the 
defolation caufed by their ownchurlifh prohibition ? 
Short-fi^hted men ! can they not perceive that to 
liberty, as to parent earth, the cultivator's toil is a 
grateful oblation, and rewarded with a ten-fold return 
.of abundance ? more liberal of her gifts, more pro* 
fufe of her enjoyments, according to the number an4 
/fjiduity of thofc who folicit them. 
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IN the prcfent enlightened and innproving period 
of focicty, it is not for the Iri>h Roman Ca- 
tholics alone to continue filent. Not accufed of 
any crime ; not confcious of any delinquency, they 
fuffcr a privation of rights and conveniencies, the 
penalty rcferved in wife ftates for offences of atfo- 
qious magnitude. It does not become them, whilft 
with liberality ever to be gratefully remembered, 
many defcriptions of their fellow citizens compaf- 
fionate their fituation, to fcem indifferent to thc^de- 
firable, and, they hope, not diftant event of their 
emancipation. They wifli to afcertain upon what 
terms they may venture to fettle in a country, which 
they love with the rational preference of men, 
not the fimplicity of puerile acquiefccnce. It is 
not for the Irish Catholics, armed as their cauic 
is, with reafon and juftice, like public foes, to 
fcek advantage from public calamity. They ought 
to advance their claim at a time awft favourable to 
difcufllon, when the condition of the empire i3 flou- 
rifhing and tranquil. They might fcem culpable 
to their country, if^ affedking to diflemble what it 
were unmanly not to feel, they referved their prc- 

♦ This paper was written by Mr, M*Kenna at the requeft 
of a number of geatlenien, who united under the name o^ 
the Catholic Society of Dublin, it was un^nimoufly adopted 
by th? Society, as containing their pohtical fentiroents, and 
publifhed by them, From hence originated the very general 
difcuffion of the Roman Catholic qucftion in Ireland, which 
was terminated during the laft (1793) feffion of Parliament, by 
au ^](teofive conceffion of political privileges to that people. 

L tcnfiona 



tenfions in ambufcade^ to augment the perplexities 
of fomc critical cntiergency. They Ihould be cul- 
pable CO pofterity, if they omitted to profit of the 
general inclination of public fentiment. They 
ihould be culpable to themfelves, if they foffered 
an imputation to fubfift> that in the extent of the 
Britilh territory, they alone fubmit without repining, 
to a mortifying and oppreffive bondage, degrading 
to themfelves, and pernicious to their country* 
They conceive^ that in the prefent ftate of (hing$> 
their filcncc might be received as evidence of fuc^ 
difpofitions,. 

Influenced by thefe confiderationSi and inftruc-i 
ted by a recent tranfaftion,* that although laws 
may be Ihamcful and prepofterou$, there is no fe- 
cuwty that they (hall not be enforced > for even in 
a philofophic age there will be bigots^^ and tyrants^ 
where the votaries of freedom are mod fanguine j a 
number of Roman Catholics, refident in Dublin^i 
have formed themfelvcs into a fociety, which they 
invite their fellow-fufferers throughout the nation to 
' unite with, which ihall have for its objeft to con- 
fider, and individually to fupport with all their zeal 
and perfonal influence, fuch meafures, not incon- 
fiftent with their duty to the civil magiftrate, as IhaJtl 
appear likely tg relieve them> frpm theoppreffions and 
difqualifications impofed in this country, on perfon^ 
profefling the Roman Catholic religipn. We there-r 
fore do unanimoufly refolve. 

That 13Q€ wlU to the utmojl of our poiwer^ endea^ 
vour ky all legal an4 con/lit ut tonal mans, to procure 
the repeal of (h^ laws by which ipe ar^ aggrieved, af 
Roman Catholics. That we will promote repeated 
applications to every braneh of the kgijlature for tb^t 
purpofe) and ajijl fuck applif^itions by all mfans of 

* The refolutions of the Co. Armagh grand juiy foi" 
putting; the hvf in force againft Roman Catbolios, who kept 
aH»8, 

iegal 



( 75 ) 

t^ai infiuence, which itJhaU at awf time hipoffiblefir 
Us to exert. 

it would be tediousi it might prove dlfgufting/ 
to recount each individual grievance under which 
We fufirn The Roman Catholics Jeem prefervei 
in this land but as a fourct of revenue. The whole 
legiflative^ the whole executive^ the whole judicial 
powers of the ftate, are in the hands of men over 
whom they have no cbntrouli and with whom they 
can have little intercourfe. They are prohibited to 
engage in any mode of induftry, from which it is 
poffible to debar them> or which is worth the mono- 
poly^ They are reftrifted in the education of their 
children. As confcientious men we cannot lighdy 
abandon our religion ; as prudent men we hefitate 
to engage in controverfial ftudyj the wifeft have 
been bewildered in Ajch purfuits, and they are for 
fht moft part incompatible with our neceilary 
occupations. Nor is any nK>ral advantage held 
out, as an inducement to change our creed. It is 
not pretended that we fliould become better men, 
or more dutiful fubjeAs^ but merely cxpcrimen- 
talifts in religion, feck to gratify their caprice, by 
forcing us from our habits ofeducation, into the per- 
plexing labyrinth of theology. 

* The liberty of Ireland to thofe of our communion 
is -a calamity^ and their misfortunes feem likely 

to . 

* A pcrfoQ who hcmouredthe author by writing an anony- 
mous and icurrilous pamphlet, replete with what jy-obably he 
deemed perfonal infults, propofed a ^ueflion on*Chi$ para« 
graph, ** whether I thought the o6tennial bill an evil ?'* In 
anfwer, in the prefent ( 1 792) ftate of reprefentation in Ireland, 
it is a nuifance ; it incommodes the Catholics, without confer^ 
ring eminent advantages upon the Proteflants. Further, the people 
of Scotland, who have no fort of interference with the eledtion 
of members of parliament, are better circumdanced than the 
people of Irelano, whofe right of interference is limited to one 
race, and this not felefted on account of property. The re- 
prefentation of Scotland does not produce much good, but oc. 
calions no mifchief. . It will be faid that every mz^ in England 



Id inereafb, tt the country (bdfl improve m pni(^ 
|)erity and freedom. They may look with eni^ 
to nhe liibjeds of an acbicrmy monarch, and con-» 
traft thalt ga^emnmit, in which abc ^rat tyrant 
ta^ages the land> mi&k the tiioufand inferior dd^ 
potSy whom at every inftant they mnft ciicotinter« 
They have the btiftle dnd oumberfome forms^ with- 
out the advantage of l&erty. The o6berimal pe- 
riod, at which the dckgat^ trdb of legiflatkm is 
tevc^ed^ ^nd his importance reftored to the con^ 
ftituent) returns but to diftuvb their tranqnittityi 
land revive the reco&eftkm of their debalemem^ 
lA^ll cbe aAivity, all the popular arts of deffcioneer- 
ing canvas, enforce the idea of their infignificance ; 
^hey exemplify it too ; wicneft the various prefer- 
ences given by perfons of rank to, not always the 
moft deferving among our Proteftant countrymen^ 
tttpreference nearly as detrimental, to the independent 
Proteftants as to us. 

There txifts not on ^our behalf afey controtd ennef 
fower. We have felt the truth of this afiertion^ 
when in this age of toleration, even withm the laft 
eight y«fs, feveral new penal ftatutcs have been 
mailed againft us. We experience it daily, not 
alone in the great deliberations of the nation, 
but in the little concerns of minnte diftridts. Not 
alone in the levy of public money for the fervicc of 
the flate, but in the local impofition of county and 
parochial taxdl. We appeal to our rulers, we ap- 
peal fo IreJand^we appeal to Europe, if we de- 
icrve a place inTociety, (hould we fcem willing to 
infinuate that fuch a fituation is not feverely unac- 
ceptable ? 

is not reprefented. True ; nor is >t perhaps neceffary that 
«vcry man in Ireland flioiild be reprefented. But every man in 
England, if he chufes to acquire property, may afcend into the 
clals of freeholders. In England, all men of the fame ranfe 
are equal ; there is not, as with US| grounds for compuUbry 
partiality. 

We 
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VlTe aoe i&tisfied that the mere repeal of tke h^% 
•jlgninilt us will prove but feebly beneficial, unlets 
the bA he fandioned by the concurrence of our pro* 
Aeftin( brethren^ and thofe jealouiies removed hf 
."which 4he foetal intercouHTe of private life is inter«^ 
xuptedk It is time we Hiould ceafe to be diftinft 
l^ations) forcibly enclofed within the limits of one 
•iiliiRd. It fihali be a capital objed of our inftitu- 
ftion^ to encoiirage the fpirit of harmony, and fenti- 
imfints of affedion, which the ties of common in- 
itereft, atid common country, ought, ere now, to 
•ha^ve infpired. Countrynien 1 too lone have we 
rfuffered o\irfelves to be.oppofed .in riValfadions ta 
.each other, the fport of thofe^ who felt no tender- 
iiefs for either* Why lllould a diverfity of fenti- 
♦incntj fo ufual where the matter in debate is abftrufe 
tor important, feparate ihofe whom Heaven pliced 
^together for mutual benefit and confolation } Ob- 
jectS| material in their day, produced hoftility be- 
tween our anceftors. The caufes of that difcord 
have ceafed to exift ; let the enmity too perifh ; 
let it be the duty of the prefent and of future ages 
to prevent the recurrence of fuch unnatural and cala- 
mitous diflenfion, except in the adlual difcharge of 
the religious duties, which confcience* renders in- 
evitable, we wifti that there never (hall be found 
a trace of difference, which may poffibly divide us 
into diftinft communities^ 

The ill efFeds of thefe reftridions are not con- 
fined to thofe of our religion ; ihey extend to 
every individual, and every public body in the 
nation; under the weight of theminduftry is de- 
preffed ; under their influence, public fpirit is en- 
ervated. IT IS THE INTEREST OF EVERY 
MAN IN IRELAND, THAT THE ENTIRE 
CODE SHOULD BE ABOLISHED. It is the 
intereft of the Grown, as it mull promote the gene- 
ral happinefs of i he fubjeds. It is the intereft of 
the great, as it will ferve to tranquillize the country, 

and 



( 78 ) 

fttict td Encourage induftry. It is ttie additrdliaf 
interefl of the middle and inferror ranks, as it mtift 
impart new importance to tbetr iemimentd, and 
to the cxpreffion of their fentiments : we eall upon 
every order in the ftatej not alone by their benero* 
lence and juftice^ but by their patfiotifm and felf<- 
intcreft to co-operate with our exertions* 

It adds the infult of mockery to the misfibrttme 
of the Irijh Catholics, that the number of perfona^ 
aggrieved, in every other inftance an tnducetnenC 
to redrefs, is a reafon alledged to proeraftinattf 
their relief, and an argument ufed to impofe filencd 
on their murmurs* Is it their a£t^ that a mt^tit^^ 
of Irilhmen are aggregated by common grievance^ 
and clafled in one great community of fclk)W- 
fufferers? Why accufe. them of hoftility to thcf 
conftitution ? They earneftly folicit to participate' 
in its advantages. Why fufpcft them of enmity 
to their Country ? 1 hey detire entirely to incor- 
porate tbemfelves with it, — to contract clofer tieSv 
which Ihall decide them to confign their pofterity 
irrevocably to its bofom. We envy not its endow- 
ments to the eftabliflied church 5 adverfity has io- 
ftruded us, that all the confolations which our re- 
ligion promifes, are moft faithfully and tenderly 
adminiftered by paftors with moderate appoint-' 
mentSj a free gift of gratitude to the kindeft bene- 
fadors. Faftidioufly excluded from the conftitution, 
we can pronounce on it but as aliens, by fpeculation- 
We difcern in it the means of much happineft ; 
We regret that its fymmeiry is not complete; ^ 
ehafm remains which might be filled with advan- 
tage by the Roman Catholics; we have neither 
paffion^ nor imereft, at variance with the order of 
thiogs it profeffes to cftablifli- We defire only that 
property in our hands may hav« its natural weight, 
and merit in our children its rational encourage- 
ment. We have fworn allegiance to our fovereign, 
and the very evils we complain of, prove how itl- 

1 violablc 
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violable is our attachment to fuch obligations. 
We refpcift the peerage, the ornament of the date, 
and bulwarlt43f the people ; interpofing, aswchopo 
the hijh Catholics will experience, mediatory offices 
between s^qthority an^ the objeds of it. We 
folicit a (hare of iriterefl: in the exiftence of the 
commons, Pou you require an additional teft ? We 
offer one roor^ unequivocal than a volume of abju- 
rations. fTe hope to be freCy and will endeavour to be 
mited. Do you require new proof? of fincerity ? 
We ftood- by you in the exigencies of our country. 
We extend our hands, the pledge of cordiality. 
fVho is he that calls him/elf a friend to Irelanp, and 
fvill refufe us? 

We feel ourfelves juftified in this afToci^tion j the 
period draws near, when it will befit the Irish 
Catholics to approach the legiflature with refped* 
ful fplicitation. It is meet that thofe, who fufTer, 
(bould confer, in order to afcertain the means and 
matter of redrefs, likely to prove at once fatisfac-^ 
(ory and fuccefsfuU It is infmuated tbatfome of our 
Protef^nt Brethren are adverfe to our emancipa-» 
jion ; it is meet we (hould ipveftigate the grounds 
of this ftrange a^ertion^ The laws that have fepa- 
rated us from our countrymen, deftroying our 
intercourfe with bodies conftitut^d by authority, 
leave us no other manner to colled, or to convey 
the general fenfe pf our grievances, than this of a 
felf-created fociety. We mean not to interfere 
with the harmony now happily fubfifting through 
the nation : if the applications on our behalf are 
complied with, we can never have occafion ; if re- 
jefted, we cannot haye an ir^tcrcft to interrupt it. 
Engaged for the moft part, in the various depart- 
ments of commer<?e, we ar^ concerned no lefs than 
any other clafs of citizens, to cultivate the bleffings 
of tranquiUity; individually we have more at ftake 
than fame, who prcfume to falfify our motives, and 
WlunnpiatQ our ^ion§, XHe Roman Catholic 
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body meaftired ftrcrigth with t\)!e power of the ftate 
and was vanqaiflied, when it polTeffcd a force that 
never more can be exerted, and was oppofed to ene- 
mies far lefs nurryerous than now it (hould encounter^ 
The confifcations of that period are confirmed to, 
the prefent occupiers by immemoriafl pofleffion, by 
the utter impoflibility of afcertaining the original 
proprietors, by the perfonal and pecuniary intcrcft 
of altnoil every Roman Catholic io the laftd ta 
Inaintain (he fettlen[)ent. Many of out comn^union 
already have, and ftill more are likely to expend 
their property on titles derived under thefe for-i 
feitures. Jt is not from the tveahhy, attached lo their 
prefent enjoyment, that commotion i$ to be ^ppre<» 
bended. It is not from the induftriotis, a fingte year 
of anarchy muft prove fatal to their competence. 
It is not from the poor, a wretched band of ilav^, 
mouldering under thefe bad laws, and only mad^ 
ufe of to degrade the IriJ/j Catholks to a rabble^ 
when it is convenient to defpife them. We are 
willing to forget that any befides the prefent race 
ever exifted in this ifland. We have long bcea 
V^iHing to forget it, if our recolledion were not 
kept alive by what we fuffer, and by the cele- 
bration of feftivals, memorable only as they de-^ 
note the a^ra and the events from whence w( dtf^ 
our bondage. 

We will endeavour by temperate, biu unremit* 
ting jifliduity, to procure the benefit of that con*. 
ilitution which, of all our fellow fubjedVs,^ is denied 
alone to thofe of our perfuajRon. Wo are ame-i 
nable to all the decrees of the ftate ; we contribute 
to ^11 its ei^igencies ; we are ftill to b0 informed 
upon what ground its advantages are made a 
monopoly to our exclufion. We challenge an 
inveftigation of our principles and conduct, we 
feel not in ourfelves, we know not that there is in 
our brethren, a deficiency of manly fpirit, of capa- 
city or virtue, which ought to affign to the Iri/& 

Roman 
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Roman Catholics an inferior rank among the crea* 
tures of our common father. If we have a crime, 
it is to have flept over our chains ; our caufe is the 
caufe of juftice and our country. We folicit coun- 
fel and afliftance from all to whom thefe facred' names 
do not prefent themfelves unheeded. 

To the patronage of the lettered we particularly 
recommend ourfclves : where talents have arifea 
among us, they have been compelled to feek refuge 
in a foreign country, or they have perifticd in their 
infancy, robbed of the hope that animates, curtailed 
of the education that invigorates them. We claim 
as of right the benefit of open trial and candid dif-* 
cuflion ; even amidft the cares of legiflating for 
nn extcnfive empire, the Britifh fenate did not 
refufe its attention to the unfortunate exiles of 
Africa. If in this enlightened age it is dill our 
doom to fuffer, we fubmit ; but at |eaft let us learn 
what imputation of crimes can inftigate, or what 
motives of exp^iency can account for the denun^ 
ciation of that heavy judgement. That if loyalty, 
which ftrong temptations could never alienate ; if 
exemplary good conduft under the moft trying cir-- 
cumftances; if reverence to a conftitution, which in 
our native land we are forbidden to approach, be 
infufficient to remove unjuft afperfions, and entitle 
us to the kindnefs and confidence of our brethren ; 
we may be at leafl inftrudted how we (hould atone, 
for what we cannot deem inexpiable,— ^7)&^ 
tif^l errorS;, or misfortunes of our ancefiorsu. 
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THIS tribute to a caufe, m which the author ba^, 
from an early period of life, been zealous^ 
waspubliihcd in the beginning of the laft year. A 
new edition having been requefted, he has added 
many arguments, which fince occurred, and omit- 
ted, particularly in the introduftion, a reference to 
circumftances, which now are become obfolete. It 
was at that time dedicated to an illuftrious publfc 
cbarader. To fome the dedication appeared adu^ 
ktory ; in the opinion of others, it implied ccn- 
fure ; deiirous to avoid the vice and indecorum^ 
it has not been re-printed« 

The principles, here delivered, are fimilar to thofc 
which appeared in the declaration of the Catholic. 
Society of Dublin, the firftlriibmenof thatperfua- 
lion who ventured for a century paft to look their 
political fituation in the face, and to inquire, by 
what pretence, it could be juftified ? Whilft at the 
entrance of every walk in life, ruffian monopoly 
was ftationed to intercept their progrcfs, be who 
did not repine muft have wanted the common feel- 
ings of humanity. It had been inculcated to the 
Catholics, and with too much fuccefs, that not only 
to fufFer was their lot, but to fuffer without a mur- 
mur* From the defpotifm of this oriental maxim, 
the members of that fociety firft emancipated their 
ondcrftandings. They dared to addrefs their coun- 
trymen on the fubjeft of their grievances; and 

having,. 
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jhaving) at their requeft, prepared that appeal td 
the juftice of the Irifh nation, I found that I had 
only given expreffion to fentiments, which were 
common to evcxy individual. . 

The propoiitidns^ whicK form tHfe declaration^, 
were in general extrafted from the former edition of 
this eflay. I have caufed it to be annexed^ that it 
. may aflifl the reafonine, and fpeak its own vindica- 
tion. During a confidcfrable part of the laft winter 
that paper, and the author of it, were targets for 
the aflkulr of every man defirous to fignalife his zeal 
et literary prowefs^ Some gentlemen, probably irf 
the confcioufnefs of fbperior fagacity^ applauded 
the compofition, whilft they laraiented and ceniured 
the mifguided fimpleton, who framed it. Others^ 
lefs indulgent, configned martner, matter, and 
Author to that univerfal obloquy prepared in Ireland 
to receive whatever the touch of Popery contami- 
nates. Thefe antagonifts feeming to find a tower 
of ftrength in the fanatic outcry againft Papifts^ re-" 
jeftcd tbeiefs neceffary auxiliary of argument* Ond 
writer amufed himfelf with mifreprefentation, cn-J • 
livened by malignity. That my name (hould 
have been combined with the caufe of the IriQi Ca- 
tholics, and made a fubjeft of common inveitive^ 
was a compliment, for which this anonymous li- 
beller has my fincere acknowledgements. I cannot> 
indeed, avoid expreffing the triumph of a panifan^ 
when I confider the mode of atiacJk in general 
adopted. He who is fatisfied that juftice favours 
him, feldom reforts to malice, and difdains to (loop 
to the meannefs of mifreprefentation, either proves 
but pcevifh tenacity in a bad caufe, which admits of* 
no more valid apology. As all the decorums, ob- 
ferved in liberal life, have intbecouffe of this dif-" 
cuffion been negledted, it may well be concluded^ 
that the dearth of arguments proceeded from the 
want of any rational grounds ot defence, nocfurcly 
iifitn any reluftance to produce them* 



C 87 ) 

■ The republication of this pamphlet will ierve to 
juftify what has beem impeached, and to illuftrato 
what appeared obfcnre in the Declaration. 1 know 
not, that any niore conclufi ve evidence can be ofiercd 
tomanifeft the abfurdity of the Popery laws, than thac 
the abettors of them (hud the light ; fair difcuffioxi 
is eluded ; arguments oppofed by vague declama^ 
tion ; and where they are irrefiftible, ftigmatifed 
with the epithet of fedition. Thus have the pcr-r 
fons interefted in the fubferviency of the IriQi Ca-^ 
tholics endeavoured to alarm the cautious, and to 
deceive the unwary, imputing principles the very 
contrail of what exifted in the mind$ of thofe to 
whom they were attributed. Having entered at 
large into the queftion, I may be cxcufed the drud- 
gery of perfonal altercation with thofe who have fe- 
lefted the for the objed of their animadverfion. 
Under the different heads they will find their re- 
fpeAive objeftions confidered, I muft confeft 
with reluftance, that the fpeeches, pronounced ia 
Parliament upon the difcuffion of this fubjeft, ex- 
cited in my mind rather a fenfation of ridicule 
Perhaps no occafion ever exhibited a more pitiablq 
picture of common fenfe, borne down by preju- 
dice, aqd ftifled by felf-interelt. What is thac 
logic, which defining all the orders, of which a, 
free conftitutipq ^ ought tq cxift, c^n find no ad- 

tnifiioa 



* In the courfe of this memorable debate, one gentleman is 
faid to have declared that Ireland could not be free or happy, 
unlefs the conftitutioil confifted of Protpftant King, Parliament, 
and Conftituents ; another wifl^ed to add ^ Proteftant bar ; a 
third (and Parliament agreed with him) was of opinion that 
Proteftantifm wap not fate, if permiffion fiiouid be granted to 
promote a phyfician of merit to ^ medical profeiToritiip. So 
much is common fenfe at variance with the politics of Ireland. 
I am willing to believe that many of the members of Parliament, 
who have thus difmiifed the Catholic queftion, have not cons 
ixdered the disfranchifement of that* people in all its confc-. 
quences. If they had^ they muft perceive that more evil arife^ 
' . from 
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miilion for the great body of th« peopled If Pro* 
teftaDt conftituents alone mufl; controul the ftatCji 
they alone ought to bear the burden of its expences^ 
But thefe ftrange doftrjnes are not delivered alone 
from the prefs and in Parliamcht« In jH-ivate con- 
verfation, it feems to be aflumed^ that the man 
vRho believes tranfuhllantiation^ and admits the 
fplritiial fupremacy of the Pope, ought of courfo^ 
to be the vafTal of thofe who bold a creed! not quita 
fo comprehcnfive. Every conceflion to the Catho- 
lics is reprefented a free gift of benevoleace ; it is , 
deemed arrogant in the extreme, that th^ members^ 
of that communion (hould pretend a title to any 
franchifes. To one who does not confider the lawa 
againft Papifts, more refpeftable than the law& 
againft witches, the dodrine is extremely noveL 
We are taught that in civilifed (bcicty, every maa 
is entitled to employ his talents, in whatever ho- 
nourable path of advancement pleafes him. moft^ 
lUid make of his property fuch difpofal as he IhaU, 
think expedient. When I hear, that a century of 
the molt exemplary good conduft, was the price^. 
paid by the Irifli Catholics, for licence to buy lan4 
with their own money, it appears to me, that right 
and favour are confounded in a manner not lefspre-i 
pofterous, thaa by the exacftions of our Edwardsi 
and Henrys, when they levied an hundred hens from 
a lady hv permiffion to fee her hufband. 

Seeking for political information in ancient and 
modern writers, 1 could never difcover proofs, that 
a man's creed ought to regulate his fituation in civil 
fociety. Mr. Locke attributes certain tenets to the 
Catholics, which he thinks may be punifbed by dif. 
qualifications. But yet Mr. Locke does not infi- 
nuate, that under pretence of thefe ill-founded im-» 
putations, an entire nation fhould be disfranchifed, 

from their favourite afcendancy, than could eofue if it wot pof-. 
fible to «red a Catholic eftabUlhmeat in Ireland. 

I Every 
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Every line of that great man's works cftablifli a 
contrary principle. We will proceed beyond Mr. 
Locke ; the opinions, he cites, deferve the moft 
fevere animadverlion of the niagiftratc, they are in- 
confifteat with the exiftence of civilifed life, and 
he wlio holds them (hould be retrenched from fo- 
ciety. But as they belong not to the Irifh, nor 
to any other Catholics, his eicception is inap- 
plicable. 

My mind is faOiioned fo differently from, thofe of 
the gentlemen who have feen treafon, fedition^^ 
libelj and what is called levelling principles in 
the declaration of the Catholic Society, that I am 
at a lofe how I (hould argue with them. We do 
not feem to entertain common ideas, nor, do I bq- 
ficve, the terms we ufe bear a common imporrJ 
Parental predileftion may deceive an author, but 
to me that paper feems to convey a panegyric on the 
the Britifli conftitution, and a modeft expoftulation 
with thofe, who withhold the benefits of it from the 
Iri(h Catholics. The rea(bning of it is foundcdi 
pot on principles of natural equality, but upon that 
right ot civil and political liberty, which the Britifli 
conftitution holds out to Britifli fubjefts. Fran- 
chife in England is the creatiire of property, and 
belongs to every man who chufes to acquire it. In 
Ireland, it ■ the reward' of a particular mpdc of 
faith, often of a pliable or fubfervient confcifer^ce.* 
It is with us a weapon of affault ; in Greaf Britain, 
a fhield againft oppreflion. We complained^ in-* 
deed^ but it was of abufes, perverfions of Britifli 
principles, which difcriminated usunjuftly from our 
tellow citizens. We coraiplained, but it was oftb^ 
privation of thofe franchifes, which render the 
condition of a Briton, the moft eriviable upon earth; 
and which ctlevate the throne upon the bieflings cf 

' * This catife of compLiat has beca renK>;ed b^ the a^ 
N , a con* 
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axontcBtcd people. We loved our country, not 
its infatuation. We revered the conftitution, not 
its blemlihes. We admire that conftitution witb 
too oxucb truth, to be content with the caricature 
of it, which was exhibited in Ireland for adoration. 
Such were the feptitpents of the gentlemen who did 
me the honour to ufe my words in expreffing our 
<:ommon feelings. If that be fedition againft ra- 
tional liberty, we were betrayed into the error by 
Locke, by Somers* by Mpntefquieu and Black- 
Hone. If it be feditious, it is the fedition of par?- 
Kament itfclf, the fedition of the bill of rights, 
the {/edition of the Englilh, and of the Irifh Revo;- 
lutions. 

But it feems, that to have called the public atten- 
tion to the claim of the Roman Catholics, was aa 
oflfcnce of enormous magnitude ; if fo, I acknow« 
ledge no ordinary (hare in the guilt, and ypt con- 
tbue impenitent. The general circubtign of the 
publication often mentioned, contributed not a 
little to direft the public mind to the great naition4 
Objedt it difcufles. When a pcrfon refdvcd never to 
conform to the eftabliflied churchy declares himfelf 
contented in the condition qf an Irifh Qitholic, I he* 
fitaiewhichl fhouldpriaqipally doubt, hisgood fenfe^ 
his fpirit, or veracity.* Thofe may be fatisfied, wlipfc 
lot in life fuperfedes the;ieceffify of exertions; thofe 
•may fubmit, who want energy to thake th$:m» 
This acquiefcence cannot be expedcd Trom .th^ 
many who writhe binder the preflure of tl%e peoat 
!aws ; who have met them, in the outfet of life bar- 
ricading each favourite path, and nthp .ftiilmcet 
them, infuperable impediments. The load is into?- 
\Jerable ; the monopoly has been ove^ftrained. They 
are not men who dp not defire relief. They are not 

♦ AH this muft be imderftood as Wving beea tfpplle^ totfto 
Rate of the Roman Catholics, previous to l^rd Hobart's zSt 
in 1793. 

a mti0i}d 



rational beings wlid do not endeavour td obtaid it^ 
. I know but oTtwo er|)edicnts which poffibly can be 
xxfcd; force and argument ^ and thofe I (hould 
i^^^inc give the moid unqueftionabie evidence o£ 
their regard for the conllitution, and good difpoii- 
tions to their fellow citizensj who adopting the lat* 
ter method, ingenuoufly avow that they feel theif' 
lituation, and throw tnemfelve^ for redrefft upon 
the returning reafon of theirinfatuated countrymen^ 
We have been charged witli confederacies of requi- 
lition, fuch aflbciations have been formed ; but we 
were compelled to adopt them by confederacies of 
refufal* For fourteen years had the Irilh Catholics 
looked, with filent expeflation, for that progreffive 
emancipation^ which few are fo hardy as utterly to- 
deny to them. They not only expedted in Vain the 
profcffion of the law ; for that pittance of the con<* 
Uitutional rights of three millions of loyal Iriflimcn^ 
would then have given fatisfaftion ; but faw them- 
felves introduced as a matter of courfe into evety 
difqualifying ftatute. They were treated by Par- 
liament, with not fo much refpeft as herrings, 
and rather lefs attention than game and greyhounds^ 
Two modeft applications, in the year 1791, were 
received with coldnefs. Oppoiition and ad minify- 
tration (hrunk equally from the caufe. But w6 
were not permitted to remain in a ftatc of fuflfering 
neutrality. In the county of Armagh * an ab- 
furd law was revived, which the temper of the 
limes encouraged us to believe obfo!ete. Thus 
provoked, feveral Catholics did aiTociate, and 
thought it advifeable to bring their condition by 
folemn appeal before the tribunal of the public. 
Nor do I conceivei that any perfon claiming to be 
their friend, can cenfure this liberal difcuffion of 

* Afefolution entered into, fitrnmrr afBzes, 2791, by the 
grand jury of that county, for potting tbc4|iw in fore^ againft 
Papifis WAO pofleflod ire armi. 

N 2^ their 
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their piiQtcnfions. He fhould rather rejoice, thai* 
profclytes were won to the caufe he had cfpoufed, 
and arguments furniftied to juftify or to affift him. 
1 do not find ihat thofc, who in the Englilh Par- 
liament promoted the abolitioh of the flave trade, 
vehemently difapproved of the publications, by 
\vhich the people of England were prevailed on 
to co-oper;^te in crefting that eternal monu- 
ment to the benevoIc*nce of Britain. Nor is it cuf- 
tomary that the political leaders in either parlia- 
ment (hould difcountenance thofe literary exer* 
tions, by which their favourite meafures are recom- 
mended. 

I have endeavoured to enter ait large into this fub- 
jeft, to place it in the light, ffuch, indeed, it ever 
has appeared to me) not of a party queftion, in 
which one clafs alone is interefted, but of a great 
national concern, and involving the fate not of th» 
Catholics, but of Ireland. I have endeavoured to 
prove that nothing lefs than a miracle could enable 
the Catholics -to lubvert the prefent ePcablifhment, 
and fubftitutc their own religion on its ruin. If 
tliat f)roporitioa be eftablilhed, the penal code muft 
appear a fyftem of.caufelefs rigour. National ho- 
nour, and national juftlce, will call alike for its 
abolition. On this ground it woOld be a duty, but 
I have endeavoured to prove it the intereft of the 
I ifh, to aboliQi thefe'ftatutes. I have advanced, 
aid fought by arguments to fubftantiate my afler- 
tion, that the evils which are complained of in 
jo.ir conftitution, proceed from the disfranchife-- 
m^nt of the Catholics. Thar no effeduat re- 
Itraint can ever be oppofed, unlefs the entire^ na- 
tion be admitted into a participation of common 
right, limited only by that pecuniary qualification 
which may operate' as a bounty upon induftry* 
.To the real EngUfli Cpnllituiion I never 40* or 
(Can allude to, but with panegyric. If not the 

. beft 
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bed poffiblcj it feetns the heft pra&ical (ydem^ 
and admirably fuited to the ftace of fociety ia 
thefe iilands. It provides an outlet for influence, 
a refting place for pride^ an avenue for ambition. 
Thus combining the mod dangerous paflions^ for 
the fupport, not as might be expeded, the dc^, 
{hru&ion of liberty. 

T. M^K.' 
Jkfcy ^tb, 1792. 
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DECLARATION, 4fcG# 



WaTERFOKD, iSiff/. 22, 1793. 

WE, THE CATHOLfCS OF THE CITY 
OF WATERFORD, obfcrving that a 
.jealoufy of the views and nitemions of oiir body is 
^induftrioufly excited^, think it incumbent on us to 
^JTatisfy our fellow citizens, by a public avowal of 
our' femiments. * * / ; .^ 

;* We-refled with farisfaftipn, that, in this part of 
^tyhe kingdom, a .peffedly amicablfc inrcrcourfe has 
llon^fublift'ed between the members of the diflferertt 
religious peruiafions : it is our firft wilh, and wiH 
be Qur .greateft Kappinefs, to prefervc that hai>- 
^mony; and, vve truftj it is too firmly eftabWhed to 
be interrupted by the calumnies of interefted men, 
^vybo endeavoiH* to afienate frcrni us the cociildence 
. ojFourProtel^ant brerhrtn. 
p Defirous aot to furnifti additional matter for 
.difguil to the lefs refleAing part of our com- 
^rouAion, we pafs: haftily over thof6 Angular pub- 
liattoris whicn fill the newfpapers, and which, 
.r^pjrefeating this tranquil nation as on the ev^ 
. of jconfufibn,' are Hkely to affeft our credit as a 
".CQvnmerciat, and our reputation as an er>lightentd 
; people. We regret that among^ihe rmmes of'riiijr 
^ypil^inkingmen;^ who expofe our country w ihefe 
.' "^ " " '- * '' • O • • ' ♦'•'• - w incour 



inconvcntenties, fome appear whofc fignaturailbodd 
be referved for more honourable piirpofes; and 
that the bigotry and felii(h intolerance whidi have 
been manifefted on this occafion^ exhibit to fo* 
feigners the pidure of imperfeA civilization* 

A predileftion for Monarchical Government has 
ever diftinguiibqd the Irilh Catholics. ,To the 
auguft Houfe" of Hanover vfc aw bound bjr the 
double ties of allegiance aiid gratitude ; in its Uluf* 
trious reprefentauve ,on the throne^ we acknow* 
ledge the double dianiAei txf fevereign and bene« 
faftor. We confider the connedion with Great 
Britain a date i;iatural to this ifl^nd^ produdUve of 
great good/ and peculiarly advant^eous to our 
body; touphpldthis connedion^ to maintain. t^ 
idigni^y and prerogatives of this ^mily^ we twj^e 
ihe^teftder of, our lives and fortun?Sy/Thefe great 
land ipateriai inccrcfts of our counf^' are. worthv 
iofjthe facriiicei not the frivolous pretexts upon 
which, of late^ fuch engagements have been 
'adopted. 

.We contemplate with fincere happinefs the blef-* 

:ltngs enjoyed by our fellow fqbjeasj whlch^ in 

fibme degree, extend to us, under that improved 

4:ondition of focicty--p-a n^xed monarchy— a fortu* 

.naKeand wife medium between thjp evils of defpotic 

;power and the deplorable anarchy of popular inter* 

ferehce. Admiring this enviable! organization, 

and attached to each of its component parts— <ho 

crown, rthe peerage,, and the reprefentation-ip-we 

^^f€i ambitious to be incorporated with the cpnflitu-» 

'don of which we approve, to be na,turalifed in our 

^native land, under the government which we main* 

tain without repining. ^ 

We. defire, above all things, to preferve tlio 

:peflice of Ireland, to cement' the cordiality of the 

aCociated kingdoms, and to ^cultivate thei wel&re 

«»f the empire.. Without inv^igating the m<Diives 

which might have ihdqced a"^ former )<^^ure to 

fuijpend 



( ^ y 

fulpend w from the cxercsfe of the eled^lvt fran* 
thiCf^, we contend that the continuance of that fe-* 
verc, difgraceful, and unnatural reftridron, is not 
neceflary* Wc arc folicitous to be rcftorcd to.thp 
capacity of becoming eledors, according as we 
ihall att^ that qualification of freehold pronerty^ 
which the law of the land prefcribes to our fellow 
fubjeils, Wc feck no indefinite rights. We pro; 
-mulgace no untried lydem. We only pray to be 
re-inftated in that, condition^ which, at the Revolur 
tion, was guaranteed to our anceflors, and which, 
during the reign of King William, was deemed 
Sufficient to feCure the Proteftant eflablilhment— 
;the degree of liberal indulgence whicli it is found 
poliuc and fafe to concede to all other difienrers. 
Here wc r^our hutnble fuit, to our fovereign 
,a&4 tp Ofir country.; and w^ have every reafon 
to be ^tisficd that fiK:b is the univer(al fenle of oiir 
l^frethrco, . .... 

Wc have been,accufed of adcfigo to overawe 
.ni\d %o intimidate — a flanderous and malevolent 
iippgtation, .unfupported. by evidence^ or even by 
any ground^. for remote uifpicion. The preten- 
,fiqt)s which .^5 advance are in the legal and parlia* 
menjt^ry form; our folicitude is regulated by de- 
ference to tt^e ^^cifting , l^ws, and, a, cautious atten- 
]tion to the repofc of that country to which wc afe 
bound,. by rcJtafionlhjp and projfcrty*. We neither 
,hppen9rje:pj{e(^V(eIirf- but from wifdom of tlie 
Icgiil^ture. V V^hei» ^e deviate, from this rule, "may 
. the vinited cpgfgy pij^ ^c cmpirq avengevthe delin- , . 
quenoyj (Jo{^fcious of ouiV' ffUegrjty,' obfervirfg 
.tljroi|ghout rhs^Y^ mals of qur perfa^fipn,* dn^UnU 
formity of p^beabl^ ^ftd kWfi)i . condud, . w^e hefi- 
'. rate vV^ictbei^^^ mor^*,aqnvjc the audacity 

1 c^f b^oie ^vha^cl vance,^.,^^ th^ .crpduluy of ihofc w)to 
rbciiieyeVi^[t|ic^j^ the;Ca- 

^holders, IS (eduious. That even to diTcurs the q[uef-. 

. • -' ■ > ' ' 
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tion forebodes evi! to Ireland, and affords caufeof 
alarm to our Proteftant brethren — prepofterous at 
fertion in a free country ! of which the conftituttori 
not only permits, but enjoins the fubjeft to make 
known bis grievances. 

If there be in Ireland a propenfity to commotion^ 
it muft exift among thofe who feek to drive us to 
defperation, attempting to preclude for ever our 
hope of being relieved from what we cannot but 
regard as hardihips. We rgeft with abhorrence th6 
idea ; and we obferve, throughout our entire body^ 
a limilar relignation to the foveretgn authority. 

If there be fedition, let it be fought for amongft 
thofe perfons who, mifreprefenting the intentions 
of good citizens and good fubje£ts, endeavour to 
perpetuate the word of calamities— ^religious ani- 
mofity; let it be fought for amongft thofe who 
ered themfelves into unauthorifed legiflatures, and 

?rejudge a queftion which is only cognizable iti 
arliament ; who confederate to litait the bounty 
of the fupreme power ; who threaten to refift the 
operations of its wifdom ; who dent that it is com- 
petent to every aft of legiflation — z doftrihe equally 
falfe and dangerous in a fettled country. We 
have feen thefe menaces, but we overlook them; 
nor was it by means of us or of our brethren, 
that the alarming poffibility of overawing the legif-. 
latur^ was introduced into popular difcuffioh. 

The progreffive profperity of Ireland has been 
co-equal ^ith the removal of the laws ag^inft us. 
Reafon and experience teach us to afcijbe it to this 
caufe, and to foretell that the nation thuft flourifli 

I in proportion as the privileges of equitable' and ra* 
tlonal liberty are diflfufed among its inhabitants. 
Holding in view this grieat improvement of our 

' condition, and that of our country, yke rejoice that 
our preteiifiotis have been fubmitted tb^ tfaefnjblic ; 

'and We cordially thunk theillulhimis babiots who 



( Id ) 

liave vindicated our caufe in Parliament, and de* 
monftrated the expediency of relieving us. 

Thus moderate in our fentiments, but inflexible 
in our determination, we will feek, in union widi 
our aggrieved brethren, firom the wifdom of Parlia* 
menc, thegenerofity of our King, and the benevo* 
leoce of our Proteftant countrymen, the redrefs 
which common fenfe, fuperior to >phiftry, tells us 
we merit. Whilft we live, we wii oerfcvere in ap- 
plications loyal, humblCj peaceablvi and unremit* 
ting; and we will inculcate to our children, by 
precepc and example, to imitate our conduft. 

Signsd by the principal Raman Catholics 
of the city and vicini^ of Water ^ 
fori. 
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ADDRESS, Sec. 



THE influence, which the conftituent enjoys 
over the reprcfentativc body, is aii effential 
advantage of our conftitution, to which every 
other is fubordinate. From this the Roman Ca- 
tholics are univerfally and indefinitely excluded. 
In preference lo all things elfe, they ought to fedc 
the removal of this incapacity. Let t^em feek it with 
temper, with perfeverance, arid with unanimity; 
if their foccefs be not immediate, it inevitably 
xnuil take place at a period not far diflant. 

It is not the objeft of this cffay to fuggeft a change 
in the conftitution of Ireland ; we live under a wife 
and fortunate organization of fociety. It does not 
recommend a novel projeft to amufe the fpecula- 
tive, or diftraft the induftrious. The exclufion of 
the Irifh Catholics from the right of voting for thdr 
reprefentatives, is not fanftioned by the prefcrip- 
tian of fevemy years. He, who propofes to rc- 
ftore a privilege, of which the exercife has been 
only fufpended during that (hort interval, can- 
not, with jufticc, be accufcd of innovation or ex- 
periment. 

P Still 
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Still lefs do i tnfiduate that violence ought to o€ 
employed^ or is likely to prove efficacious. Few po- 
litical benefits are of fufficient value to be purebred 
by commotion. I (hall demonftratc hereafter, that 
nothing would be fo likdy to extinguifh our hopes 
for ever, as the fubftitution of our natural ftrength 
for our political influence. Neither the talents nor 
the weight poflcffed by the Rom^n Catholic com-* 
munity are incohfiderable ; if they cotlcentfate the 
latter, and bring the former to bear upon the 
queftion, fupported by every principle of juf- 
, tice^ and rule of policy, it will not be poffibleto 
refufe them a participation in the advantages of 
rational liberty. 

Far be it from me to fuppofe that the caufe of a 
grtat people depends for fuccefs upon the interpo- 
fition of any one, or any few individua|pi be their 
iituation ever fo elevated. The magnitude of the 
Roman Catholic queftion mull prefs itfelf forward 
in this kingdom. B^ut ftill the co-operation of the 
moft eminent of our perfuafion would be valuable. 
It were ridiculous to imagine that they do not ear- 
neftly deiire the abolition of the laws, which prb- 
fcribe their religion. I have no authority to aflert, 
but I have good grounds to believe, that they wouM 
not be relu&ant to engage in the conftitutionil 
purfuitof the privilege offuffrage. If they ftand 
aloof in paffiveacquiefcence, it is, that therheafures 
of our body appear to them to be conducted, with a 
degree of fuperfluous buftle, of which the tendency 
is not eafily difcernible. It is the defign of this 
pubhcation to reprefent the prafticability of & 
tranquil emancipation y and to interert in the fup- 
port of i? thofe, who have hitherto appeared 
neuter. 

Parliament is provided by the Briiifli conftitti- 

tion, as the natural refort of the fubjeft, in which 

.' he (hall cxpofe, and feek redrefs of his grie- 

jfAnces. An appeal lo this tribunil bears no fingu- 

larity 
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Ijiri ty on the f^ce of it* If the law of the land In- 
tel fered in any other manner with our happinefs or 
property, we (hould alike remopftrate. I do not 
fee wherefore the proceeding ought to be more fc- 
riouily confidered, than any other litigation in thQ 
ordinary courts of jufticet 

. By the fundamental principles of the fame con- 
ftitution, the privilege of voting for reprefentativea 
i^ a property, and accrues in confequence of the 
pofleffion of a freehold, as natqrally as the domi- 
Hion over the; timber, which the cftate produces^ 
If a eapricioys aft of parliament prohibited any 
defcription of proprietors from cutting down tbo 
timber upon their eftate^, it could not be pro- 
nounced extraordinary by any reafonable nxan, that 
they (hoqld folicit a repeal of the ftatute, and fup- 
port the fnit with their qijited influence. The cafe, 
before us is exaftjy parallel, 

I enter into this definition of the claim of the 
Catholic^, becaufe in the arguments on either 
iide, it has often been confounded with nume-^ 
rical reprefentation. It is immaterial to the prefent 
difcuflioni whether that fpecies of political inftitution 
be wife or vicious. It is not conneded with the 
deoiiand we make upon our country. The Catho- 
lics have never fought ;hat the members of their 
body fliould be created e|eftors by aft of parliar 
inent, but tjiat the capacity to become eleftors ac- 
cording tp the ordinary forms of the conftitution be 
reftored tp their perfons; that the privilege of being 
reprefenfed IfkC re-annexed to their freeholds. This 
pretention has beenprecifely ej^preffed in the addrefs 
pf the Catholif s of Waterford to the nation, a paper 
which has been generally well received by the n\em- 
bers of that cQmnmnion« ' 

A queftion here challenges notice, which has 
been ^itated among ^he Catholics, themfelves, and 
which fqrniOie^ a pretext of diflent to a fmaU mino- 
rity 4t Belfaft/ the town, moft confpicuous in 

P ^ Ireland 



I?ehjid* by* the fupcriar informatioir, public f^Kfji' 
and liberality of its citizens, and elfevated fair, in- 
deed, beyond my panegyric. The irnportance of 
the acquifition is urged to deter us from making the' 
privilege of fuffragc our immediate- claimv W^' 
are advifed to commence by thcfe requifitionsj^. 
which may be conceded with mod facility, be- 
caxife upon thefe articles, it is fiippoiWi thatthefpirit 
cjf Proteftant oppofftion i$ lefs vehement, WWH^ 
engaged* in the purfuit of the greatcft good, we 
ffiould not abfoJutdy rg^ft a leiSfer. Blbtas cop 
condition can never be cornfortable, until we* fliaH 
%c created citizcnsf of the country, we ought td fix ^ 
ftfeaJy eye upon this point, and diredt thither th? 
entire force of our cj^peftations and aftivity. 

I fuppofe that' there is not in frelarnd a Ramaiy 
Catholic, who does not earneftly def?re an cquali* 
zation of franchifest It woukl' baye b?en' » afny 
time a defpicable artifice ?o have diflfc'mbled>that; 
laudable and natural ambition : from thet notoriety 
of our hopes, ourfentiments, and our exertioins, it 
would be at- prefent imprafticable, As- tbeleflcr 
conceffion is but a gradation to the^greaier, every 
man, who defines to oppofe us, will, if we divide 
our queftion, make a ftaind at each' article, am^ 
conteft it with a de^ee of pertinaci^ji not cimgor* 
Itionate to the objedt itfdf, but to that more' impor- 
tant conceffion, which is ultimately ' involved in it^ 
If we folicit gradatim, we fhall be liable at each 
ftep to the imputation of infatiability and^ ingrati- 
tude. Gentlemen- have faid |afl: winter that tBey 
had never confideredthe queftion of foffrage : if it 
were permitted to lie dorm^nr for acenti^, the 
fame apology would be oflfcred to pofterity; 
Until it. be phced fo fully before tKem^ thaf they 
cknnotturn afide from the diftuiSon, iv never ^ will 
be in the contemplation' of perfons*, who have no 
inducement to* revolve the matte in their nrinds; 
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imd a gr^atmsny reafons of mtereftitttt-tQ^campli^ 

I further -olMcft to this progrdSvc requifitiODj 
Hxcaufe it mw. difguft every man of fpirit; aD(|> 
whilft it alienees thofe, of whom the aid i^ 
(ttoft defirable, gives leifure, courage^^ and d€ci<» 
|ioa to our enemies. Whilft our detpands are at 
(he high^^ our. opponents will, occ^fionally endea^^ 
your to comprpmife ; let the fmalleft favdur be the 
prayer pf our petition — even that wiU ^ nefifted a^ 
innovation, ifpeak from experience. In 1792 we 
^dked eleiflive franchife, and obtained the law pro«» 
feffions« In 1783 we entreated that Roman rCa^^ 
thoiic; might be eligibly to the iix medical proleA*^ 
forOxips then eroded; the propofal W9s reGftedi 
with not lefs vehemence, than if we demanded the 
Priiqacy for a Popilh patriarch, I pbiferve aifo, 
(hat during the period of our moll refpe6tful acquiif 
(^cencCy not only we were not compUmented, bnp 
|tew penaldes were ^ ^nafted ; I therefore con*^ 
elude that we are couiiderahle |qfers by pafiive 
fj^pedatiom 

The obftade to our emancipatioii ^n this view^ 
)a the prgudice of certain ProteflantSy $^nd fome 
^ild, nonfeniical theory, which fuppofes that! we are 
ppt competent to enjoy the advantages of liberty;.: 
rfaac it is ^minal to be a Catholic, and dangerou^t 
to truft usL I will nqt condelcend to appropriate^) 
line to the refqtarion of thefe abfurdities; theau#^ 
fhors and fopporters of fqch rhapfady (at le^ fucH; 
of them as are ferious) deierve Bedkcn. BuD 
nothing can be more prepofterpus than ip faf^ 
(b comply with thipTe filly chimeras, as By any: 

* The chief of th«fe Mrere the exclufiqn from the direffioi^ 
pf the bank, from the fchool of phyfic, dififerent cl^ufes re- 
lative to the pofleffors of fire arms, a privation of the right of 
libthig^at vcftries, &c. &c. Sec the Digeft of the Podeiy Lslwb^* 
fM to liavc' b0en preparc4 uncter.tbe iaf»eftioQ of the Hoiu 
JHr.B«tler, ' ^ ^ 
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mwit to Inekde them ia our confidcmdim ; bf 

yielding for an intlanc we fandion the imputationsir 
wd fuSer thetn to acquire vigour ; as we tender 
our moral chara<%cr in fociety^ wclhould loudljr 
^iflert that the propofition is univerfaUy falfe^ and 
the prejudice qniverfally groundlefs. . If we curtail . 
n fingle iota from our qlaim^ it is an evidence that. 
we do not think it jyft ; if we omit any occafion of * 
public and parliamentary difcuffion, it may be in- 
firrred that we are awed by confcience, Unlets our 
tfdverfaries were aware that the reafon*of our caufe 
is irrefiftible, and that relief muft fellow clofe 
Dpon inveftigation, why (hould they endeavour by 
fc> much afliduity to divert, and by fo niany ma- 
lioeuvres to deter us from fubmitting our claim toi 
the legiflature > 

]f we (hall previoufly acquire the capacity ta 
become ele&ors, the an:K>val of other difqualifica^ 
tions muft enfue fpeedily, whereas to commence by 
the tatter wiU rather obftrud us in the purfuit Qf th^ 
^rmer. 

There exift at prefent very few means of influn 
encing Roman Catholics. When a proud or ai^ 
aftive fpirit arifes in the party^ his exertions arct 
leather ffaarpened by the view of thofe advantages 
he is deprived of. All the defGriptions of cor- 
ruption, which, without offending delicacy, un- 
dermine virtue, are utterly imprafticable j to be ren^ 
dered eligible to officers in the army, the revenue,, 
and tofituationsofmunicipal importance, would only 
turn upon our party the arts of political debauchery, 
and furniih the means to take oifour leaders^ The* 
man of weight will be complimented mt\^ a pair o£ 
colours for his fon or brother, a place in fome 
public office for a relation or dependant. It mnft 
be truly a <:parfe mind which will not rejedt plain, 
iponey, but whilft obligations of this nature are. 
conferred, many will not refufe to gatify their pow- 
erful 



(Srfvfl friend, by endeavouring to rftprefs the diffaitf* 
^aftion of their brethren. 

This fpecies of progreiiive emancipation would 
hoti as is fuppofed by the Proteftant advocates for 
theexptrioienty prepare the Catholics for complete 
liberty. * Almoft every reftridien operaties upoa 
ranks utterly unconnedted with each other. It muil 
hoc be concluded that, becaufe the Catholic gentry 
ihould have been qualified^ for five or more years, 
to receive the commiffion of the peace^ a Catholic 
peafant will, at the expiration of that term, exer* 
cife more fbundly his difcretion as an eleftor. The 
•fame reafoning applies equally to another expedient, 
which has been recommended^ the admitting at 
firft, only freeholders of large • property, fuppofe 
looli. annually. As the oppofition to the Catholics 
proceeds principally from ihofe who have a private 
intereft in abridging the number of eledors, it will 
not appear difficult to a€COunc for this propofal ; 
but 1 do not imagine a fenfible adminiflration will 
ever adopt it : it is not pdffible to devife any means 
more likely to produce mifchief. A breach in the 
fortrcfs, although calculated but for the admiffioii 
of few, would not lefs effectually betray its weak- 
tiefs, than if it gave accefs to the entire people. In 
addition to their prefent difcontents, the excluded 
portion would become clamorous from jealoufy, 
and they would be more untraftable, as they might 
imagine themfelves betrayed by their leaders, and 
the ,men of property would lofe their influence. 
Although it be not immediately before us, I mud 
obferve here^ that the qualification for franchife^ 
propofed laft winter in fome refolutions of the Ca* 

* I comply with the coromon- cant; in arguing this matter, 
but if liberty means the exercife of franchife, it requires 
lefs difcernroent tO cHufe a member of parliament than to 
purchafe a cow at a fair. Any man who has underftanding 
filffictent to acquire a zol. freehold, or to retain it, if acquired 
ior him, is fully competent to vote at his county eie£tion« 
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tkidlk Coihtnifttey ^as ihoft injudiciouily ickd^tAi 
ind proves chat the perfdhs who undertook the xob^ 
hagement of this tr^nfadibn^ did actc underftand iu. 
The ffcebolders of the coOnties of the tcfWtis qf 
Cork, Dublm^ Waterfordj Limerick, Galwajr^ 
&nd Drogheda^ a great part of the trading inec^ 
ivere not comprifed whhm the plan*; and ascihe de^ 
gree of relief propbfed, was rather fubftantial, nd 
included many, it would have :been pi^babJj a 
ivork of time and trouble to repair the overfight; A 
convincing evidence that adU which may be fup<= 
pofed to emanate from the wifhes of an cittire 
})Cople, and in which errors may be eternally coii«» 
irlufiv^, ought to be weighed with more than the 
ttccuftomed circumfpeftion. 

'Franchife is, in this country, either peribnal^as 
in boroughs, or accruing from the poStSBoa of 
freehold property. I exclude the former from mf 
«fcheme of reafoning, becaiife I do not think it en- 
Viable to be conneded with them. The kw, bjr 
authorifing Catholic freeholders to vote at the eleo- 
iion of reprefentatives^ would not convey the fran- 
'thife itfelf^ but the capacity to exercifc it, when 
the qualification had been already procured by the 
ordinary means of acquifitioni As, from the ri* 
•gour of the laws, the Catholics have been, until 
'lately, prohibited to obtain that fpecies of landed 
property ; confidered with relation to their num- 
bers, they poflefs few freeholds. They tmly can 
acquire them from Proteftants, who, it is pre- 
fumed, will not alienate for the mere purpofe of 
creating a Catholic influence. The admiffion to 
franchife muft therefore be neceflarily gradual^ and 
the law, which (hould cancel the exclufion, cannot 
for a confiderable period communicate any material 
degree of weight to the Catholics. It will merely 
.operate as an ad: of humanity :by ^boli(hing the 
-fyllem of vexatious partiality, which grinds the 
poor ; and as an afi: of nationaf policy, by creating 
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H fubftantial yeomanry in the fouthern provinces* 
Uniefs the Proteftants (hould alienate, and the Ca- 
tholic§ acquire landed property, in an over propor^ 
tion, the former muft poffefs tor ever a fuperiority 
of influence. 

I therefore infill, thqt to reftore the Catholics to 
the capacity of fuffrage, leaving the acquifition of 
that fuifrage to thpir induftry, is no more than a 
gradual emancipation. That of all other modes, 
this is mod conionant to the idea of thofe who de- 
iire to afTociate the Catholics from time to time 
into the conftitutioq ; for, if the right of fuffrage be 
withheld for fifty years, it will then be neceflary to 
admit all, who during that fpace of time (hall have 
acquired freeholds ; whereas at prefent, only a por- 
flon can be entitled to vote, and fo progreffively a 
new portiop every general eledtion. 

Finally, that, the projeft for removing the pe«r 
nalties againft the Catholics from time to time, (sf 
Jeriatim, is not a fcheme of progreffive emancipa- 
tion, but furniflies the means of jobbing with the 
Catholics, of retaining them in expedation, and 
confequently, in dependance. ^ 

And certainly the opportunity will not be neg- 
^cfted : the minifter ^ho can attach three millions 
^nd half to his perfon, by an aft of juftice, which 
ail Europe muft applaud, may attempt any mea- 
fure ; he has only to conciUate the Catholics by 
conceffions, which the Proteftants deny, and thus 
fecure impunity. The individual, in public life, 
piay fupport that minifter, be he ever fo profli-* 
gate ; let him but reprobate the Popery Laws, 
the favour of the great body of his countrymen 
will compenfate for the lofs of popularity with the 
^•emainder. 

The fame intereft which prompts us to feek the 
removal of this difqualification, may produce i^ 
pthers a defire to continue it. They are authorifc4 
(9 refift our application. But as it is our duty to fo* 
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licit, fo is it thcir's to. oppofe with decorum. I do 
not think that the Catholics have failed in moderar ' 
tion, but I confider their adverfaricsfcandaloufly de- 
ficient. The proceedings on the one part have been 
refpedtful, on the other authorit?itive; wehaveprayed ' 
for harmony, whilft they threatened confulion ; we 
havefpoken of peace, whilft they vociferated blood- 
(hed. I muft repeat after the Roman Catholics of 
Waterford, that the propcnfity to fedition in this 
kingdom is among the afcendancy confederations 
of Dublin and the grand juries ; that if tumult be 
in agitation, thofe, who threaten or forbode it, muft 
underftand the m^ans,^nd have concerted the pro- 
jeft. They alone are fufpicious, they alone are 
guilty of indecent intimidation. 

In purfuit of the great advantages we hold in' 
view, no mean obftacles are to be ftSftnounted/ 
We muft encounter a formidable array of paffiohs, 
prejudices, and intercfts. All thofe in every rank of 
life who have tafted the fweets of monppoly, and 
are dcfirous to protraft the cnio)'^ment. Every 
feeble mind, the prey of vulgar errors ; every un- 
generous wrench who delightis in dominion. The 
whole tribe of pfeudo philanthropifts, fo common 
in Ireland, who, wrapt in the admiration of French 
or American liberty, cannot fpare a compaffionate 
thought for their enflaved brethren ; who, as dying 
mifers were wont to ranfom their fouls by the grant 
of that which had become fuperfluous, think they 
offer a fufficient tribute of adoVation to the God of 
freedom, by exulting at the eftablifhment of a 
free conftitution, which they had no interefi in op* 
pofing. 

We are animated by the juftice of our caufe, that 
repugnance to fubmit to. degradation, the growth 
of every noble mind. Our perfonal honour, which 
is tarnilhed, whilft we fuffer without complaint, 
that the public records of our country pronounce 
us defpicable pr dangerous. Our individual hap- 
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pinefs and the intereft of chofe who (hall fucceed 

Credite, qui nunc eft, populum, po^ulumque futurom, 
Peraiixtas afferre preces, naec libera nafci^ 
' Haec Vult tUrba oiori. 

It (hould (liq^ulate us, thdt'alchough the path^ of 
preferment be no longer interdifted by the legif- 
lature, yet whilft we want that quality, which in a 
government, fuch as our's, conftitutes the fole re- 
commendation, we mlift embark in thefe purfuits 
under the difcouragement of partiality and prefer- 
ence^ which the pofleflion of political importance 
produces to our diladvantage. 

We learn from the very oppofition, the value 
and neceflity of our exertions ; it is vehement, and 
we are told will be eternal : ftrong reafons not to 
abandon our caufe to accident, or the cafual pro- 
grefs of liberality. There appears at prefent more 
reluftance to admit the Roman Catholics to the 
privilege of fuffrage than in 1783, the period of 
the Convention. If we fuffer our claim to lie dor- 
mant for half a century, in proportion as the mo- 
nopoly of conftitution becomes more valuable, 
thofe who hold it, will be more intent on the ex- 
clufion. At fome period this repugnance muft be 
tttet with firmnefs. I can forefee no change of cir- 
cumrtances, which (hould render a future more 
eligible than the prefent feafon ; the numbers are 
not likely to decreafe, and the religious feniiments, 
the pretext of fo much averfion, are immu- 
table. 

The caution deduced from the prefent ftate of 
France has ^een fo often demonftratcd erroneous, 
that I think it here unneceflary to expatiate on the 
fubjeft. If gentlemen are permitted to poftpo^ a 
difcuffion upon which they defire never to enter, 
until the worlds or even until Euro^ fluill be tran- 
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quil, they will find to the end of time, one prtteit 
or other for the adjournment. 

If I were entitled to the joint pofleffion of a tene- 
ment, and informed by the occupier that he 
doubted not the validity of my claim, but, indeed, 
a neighbouring concern being on fire, he was fo in- 
tent gazing on the conflagration, or taking pre- 
cautions to guarantee himfelf from the efiefts of it^ 
that he could not at prefent render juftice to me ; 
I (hould reply, give me admittance, that I may 
protefl: our common property ; but circumftanced 
as I now am, I have not the power, nor indeed 
much inclination to afSft you. 

Our enemies have frequently endeavoured to 
complicate our proceedings with thofe of France ; 
our friends too, have fometimes imagined that the 
fuccefs of the popular party in that country (hould 
encourage us. The firft we all difclaim in com- 
mon ; the fecond (I offer the opinion of an indi- 
vidual) ought not to produce the fmalleft effcft 
upon our proceedings, ought not for an inftant to 
animate or retard us. We cannot confider France 
a model, but merely as a country eligible for emi- 
gration. If two or three years ago they had ceafed to 
reform, and fettled the nation under a conftitution 
of well-controuled monarchy, it would have been 
now the afylum of the oppreffed ; furrounding go- 
vernments muft have relaxed, or they would have 
been depopulated, and Liberty would have found 
its level throughout Europe. 

So long as the fettlement of France is procrafti- 
nated, the events, which take place there, can pro- 
duce no effed upon our emancipation. On the 
contrary, her freedom tarniftied with ferocity, and 
degenerating in the opinion of many perfons, into 
licentioufneft, rather deters moderate men from 
giving their fandion to popular proceedings. 

Whatever may be the iflue of the conteftj def- 
^tifm is fubvefted. At the conclufion of the war, 
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France \yill (land in need of population and pro* 
perty. Even if the royalifts fuccecd, there is ± 
revolution in public opinion, which will prevenc 
the poffibility cf reftoring the former dcteftable do- 
mination. Believing that a republic is an unwieldy^ 
and a dangerous form of government for a large 
ftate, and that the endeavour to ellablifli it, in 
trance, retards the fcttlement of the country, mjr 
wi{hes arc not foitned for the (lability of the Gallic 
Commonwealth. 

We certainly cannot carry our caufe in the teeth 
of adminiftration. The minifter of the day muft 
be with us. But it is not therefore to be con* 
eluded, that minifters arc to be won by tame, 
cringing, indefinite acquiefcence. Without rude- 
ncfs to the fovereign power, we can have no dif- 
ficulty to convince a minifter that this numerous 
body of fubjeds arc eJctremely material to his in-, 
terefts, and the interefts of Government. If wc 
have fpirit and be unanimous, like any other clafs 
of men in the nation, he will without difficulty diC- 
cover the alteration in our fituationand fentimcnts, 
and he will comply with us. 

It is equally true, that adminiftration at prefent 
feems to countenance the oppofition. But this cir- 
cumftance it is eafy to account for. The Catholics 
are fcattered and difunited ; if a minifter efpoufed 
their caufe, they could itot proted him againft the 
multitude of enemies he (hould excite. They muft 
•arrange themfelves into a compad body, attached* 
to their friends, hoftile to their enemies, and ready 
to receive *ith open arms the man who faces danger 
in their fervicc. On no other terms can a minifter 
be expeded to patronife them. A patriot ftatef- 
man might generoufly volunteer to relieve his 
country ; but like Turgot, he would fall a facrifice 
'to thofe who have an intcreft in the abufes. 

The Catholics are to be confidered as in a ftate of 
"{Probation, Probably their powerful adverfaries 
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have undertaken to filence^ or to inttmidate them* 
The minifter is therefore neuter; but, if he feci 
ihefe gentlemen unable to fulfil their contraft, 
he will confent to the emancipation of the Ca- 
tholics. 

It is natural to fuppofe, that if affured we were 
in earned, the Britifh cabinet would adopt this 
mode of conduft, for we muft otherwife be an im- 
pediment to its operations. I put out of the quef- 
tion the poffibility that we (hould take arms, to 
which there is an unfuperable objeftion, that 
is hopelefs fuccefs. But the adminiftration of the 
empire could never undertake any meafure of im* 
portance, whilft in its rear, is placed the incum- 
brance of three or four difcontented millions, un^ 
willing to affift in cafe of emergency.^ 

Does not common fenfe point out, that the 
crown would be desirous tofatisfy this hod, .and to 
attach them ; efpecially when the boon is not at 
the expence of the crown itfelf, but of the arifto* 
cracy ? It is to be obferved that the Irifli arif-* 
tocracy is formed to be peculiarly hateful to the 
monarch, for it affefts a controlling power, inde- 
pendent of him. 

I do not believe that antient or modern .hiftory 
affords a fingle inftance, in which the fupreme 
power made conceffions from benevolence; at 
leaft, fuch events are too Angular to conftitute a 
precedent. It vvould be juft as wife, like the 
Jews, to reft our hopes upon a miraculous deli- 
verance, as to expedt that any minifter will un- 
dertake our caufe, unlefs under a conviftion that 
it is expedient. To create this expedience is our 
duty. 

Without the confent of the Britifti minifter, the 
freedom of legiflature, or extenfion of commerce, 
would not have been procured with fo much facir 
iity. But we never fhould have obtained that con- 
fent, if we had expefted the operation of. his be- 
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pcvolence. The nation demanded its rights on 
that occafion with unanimity, and the miniftcr 
yielded. Not becaufe he thought it impoflible to 
fubdue the fpirit, but becaufe he felt, as every 
'prudent minifter muft feel in fimilar circumftances, 
that it is politic to retain the people, in temper by 
reafonable conceffions, and that the advantages of 
A viftory would not be equivalent to the evils which 
purchased it. 

Mr. Pitt was not apprehenfive that the London 
Ihopkeepers would excite an ihfurredlion, when he 
very reluftantly gave up the (hop-tax : but he was 
aware, that adhering to a meafure, in the face of a 
fpffited and perfevering body, created a multitude 
of enemies, with whom it was not prudent to be at 
variance. The body of the Irifh Catholics are en- 
titled, from the minifter, to about ten thoufand 
times jhe degree of confideratiop, which any man 
would annex to the London Ihopkeepers. But 
we have been hitherto defedive in fpirit and una^ 
nimity. 

I enter into this detail, becaufe when one talks; 
of a fpirited oppofition, it is no uncommon interro- 
gation, do you mean to revolt ? I anfwer, I do not 
recommend revolt, it is not likely to fucceed ; and 
J fcarcely think, that any political good is worth the 
purchafe of confufion. France has inftrufted man- 
kind how a revolution may be brought about, and 
why it ought not to be attempted. 

It is the very effcnce of a free conftitution, and, 
perhaps, its principal advantage, that ic provides 
expedients for relief, other than by violence. The 
Irifli organization of fociety was framed for thepur- 
pofe of preferving liberty ; it can only by extreme 
force be perverted to oppreffion. Still many 
rights remain which it is impoflible to wreft froni 
us. By the temperate and judicious ufe of them, 
and of our influence, the remainder will be eafily 
recovered. 

' Poffibly 
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Poflibly the parliamentary proprietors W00I4 
lather rilk a civil war than do juftice ; ^t Iqaft the 
fonjefture is probable, from the reqent threats 
thrown out by tbt^ir adherents in |he grand juries, 
and in the circular letter of the corporation ol« 
Dublin ; a compilation of prefufuptuous nonknfej^ 
vorrhy an aggregate of lunatics ; which I do not 
liefuate to pronounce, a mod ufefu^ and fortunate 
publication for the Irith Cathohgs, as it expofes, 
ia ihe cleared ma^pner, the nature of th^r claims, 
and the arrogant pretenfions of their ppponents, 
Thefe gentlemen are aware, that their influence 
muft decreafe in prooortion as that of the nation 
rifes. They know, u\at neither the cpnftitutioi^ 
now eftabli(hed, nor the; freedom of religion, nor 
the unity of empire, cpuld be endapgered by re- 
ftoring to the Catholics the capacity to becomp, 
cleftors. But they Ij^now that thofe PLofi^an C^-? 
iholics, who fliould acquire fuffrage, would be- 
come, like the Protifftant^ who ppflefq^ it, inquift- 
live and (pirited. 

Thai public diflburfements tpi^ft, in th^t cafe 
be, mone than they now are^ facr.e(^ to public 
utility. ' ' . 

Let us review \hc refoiirces for ;his enterprize^ 
if |[he perfons I allude to were inclined to un-! 
dertake it. 

WiJl the ariftocracy itfelf take tbg field, with its 
phalanx of grand jurors, bgrgefles, and portrieves, 
of commiflioncrs and dignitaries, of dependent 
gaugers and expedant parfons? No, no; mi- 
litary execution, where there is no poflibility of 
refiftance, or the triumph of efcorting a convidt 
to the gibbet, will fignalize the prowefs of thefe 
gentl.emeq, and conltitute the fum .of their at- 
chievements. 

The labouring popr of three provinces are uni- 
yerfally Catholic ; tjie intermediate tenantry, wbq 
influence the neighbouring poor are moft.ly of that 
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perfuafidh. Thefe men are, of all others, the moft 
interefted, ihat the capacity for fufFrage fhould be 
communicated to the Catholics. They will not 
ealily be induced to fight againft the extenfion of 
their own privileges. 

Will the Prefbyterian yeomanry of the north take 
up arms, for the courtiers who enjoy penfions, 
for the parfons who exadt tithes, and the landlords, 
who impofe rack*rents ? They too are com*^ 
plainants ; if they unfheath the fword againft 
their brethren, will they be likely to return it 
to the fcabbard, until they have procured very 
^mple redrefs, and removed the caufe of their dif- 
fatisfadtion ? 

Should that people ever be embodied, Tithes, Bo- 
roughs, all the arts and practices of monopoly muft 
inevitably fall before them. Now, the objec- 
tionable parts of our government, which are more 
dear to the powerful in Ireland, than any religion 
vvhatfoever, would be not more than remotely af- 
fefted by complying with the peaceable folicitation 
of the Catholics. It is therefore to be prefumed, 
that the greater evil would rather, by concef- 
fion be averted than provoked by injudicious op^ 
poiition. 

What (hall become of the eftates of the great 
landed Proprietors, whilft the Tenantry of Ire- 
land is perfecuted, or in refiftance? And thefe 
eftates, how much foever impoveriftied and depo- 
pulatedi muft defray the military force and all con- 
tingent expences. Would the advantage be equi- 
valent to this purchafe ? 

The military force of Ireland is, under fome 
circumftances, fufficient to keep the people in fub- 
jedlioo ; but let us confider the confequences of 
fufFering it to be employed in that duty. 

The troops on this eftablifhment are compofed 
of Scotch or Englifti, mixed with fome natives, 
in Whom ao unfettled life and intercourfe with 
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ftrangers have weakened or effaced their focal affcc^ 
lions, if they be ever brought on the ftagc of Irilh 
politics, they will become mailers of the theatre; 
They will certainly follow their officers againft the 
people, but they will follow the fame officers at 
the command of the Britife miniAer, againft the 
viftorioas remnant of the nation-' So that by em- 
ploying thefe troops againft the CatlK>lics, the ke}'s 
ef the country are laid at the feet of the Britifti 
minifter. He will ufe his authority, as every Bri- 
lifli minifter would defire to ufe it, and re-eftabli(h 
the antrent dominion of England.- He will dd 
more, be wrll rivet the diains to all eternity. 
Taught by experience that a Parliament, ailthougl! 
ibr a lime it may be debilitated, bears in its bofom 
the principle of renovation ; that if fuffered toJfuftN 
fift, it will rife as before into rivallhip, and fubverf 
as before this darling fupremacy, he will extin- 
guifti by an union every promife of future vigour, 
and rob Irckndof its legiflature with the fame wordi 
by which he has cut down the pretenfioBW' of the 
Catholics. No more Irifti Chancellors, Irifly 
Judges, Irifti Commiffioners, or Irifli Bilhops, va- 
niftied every reward ^md evcFy emulation. Our 
national charaAer will fink into debafement. Oup 
nobility be degraded into Englifli fquires ; our 
gentry into Englifti boors, and our country into 
Englith plantations. The name be effaced from 
among nations, and after having glittered awhile 
in the eyes of Europe, the land we cheriih become 
a blank; defpifed and forgotten, the level fink o£ 
ignorance and bigotry. 

Such muft be the inevitable confequence of in* 
troducing a foreign force into the n^anagement of 
our domeftic tranladtions. If it were, however, 
poffible to averi an union, fatal. to the Irifb namc^ 
and najion, at leaft the vidorious auxiliaries ftiould 
be gratified wich an eftabliftiment in the country. 
But this colony would not, akcr its viiSory itt 
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^he iieldi be fo docjle ^s the CatholicSi impreOed 
mth gratitude for cotaceflions in the cabinet. 

The argurnents againfl: employing the accuf^ 
tomed (landing army of the country, apply yet 
more forcibly agajnft the propriety of calling in ad- 
ditional aid from England^ or the poQibility of ob* 
taining it. 

It is utterly immaterial to the minifter or people 
of England, whether five hundred or five th^ufand 
conftituents return two knights of the (hire to the 
commons houfe of Ireland. This point concerns 
pnly the Irifh candidate, who muft defire to be as 
little as polTible, embarraffcd by numbers in his can- 
vafs. Unlefs it were with a dcfign utterly to fubju- 
gate this country in confequence of its divifions, 
what inducement could prevail on England to un- 
dertake the expence of equipping an armamene 
againlt us ? The threat of the power of England is 
an impocent-^ menace. If the fitter nation were at 
any time inclined to embroil herfclf with this coun- 
try, (he would have contefted the monopoly of trade 
and fupremacy of legiflature. Either of thefe ob-r 
jcfts were important. The one as it fequred our 
dependance; the other, as it rendered that depcn« 
dance valuable^ Having at that period (Reclined 
entering into an hoftile conflidl. Having after-f 
wards when unincumbered by foreign war, declined 
to recover her jurifdiftion by violence on the occa- 
fion of the Propofitions j will any man in his fcnfcs 
aiTert, that (he would think of cj^pending her 
blood and treafpre, upon a mere domeftUr regular 
tion, which does not afFeft her commerce or her 
glory J the unity of the prowns, or welf^^re of th^ 
empire? ^ 

Ireland is valuable to Great Brit:^in, becaufc in 
time of w;ar we contribute to her ftrength ; becaufe 
by our abfcntees we yield revenue; becaufc we 
fupply a mart for her commodities, and aflift in the 
topfumptiori of her manufafturcs. Bu; it is Jre. 
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land induftrious and contented, not Ireland indolent 
and divided, which is important to the fitter na* 
tion : better for her utterly to renounce the connec- 
tion, than to hold it by the tenure of a civil war 
every century. Every advantage, England derives 
from us, would terminate, if our tranquillity were 
interrupted ; it would be therefore inexpedient to 
countenance a derangement in the peace of Ireland, 
although it were enfured, that the Britifh arms 
jhould bear unrefifted devaftation through every 
quarter of the ifland. 

I can only difcern a fingle inducement, which 
j-night engage England to intermeddle in the in- 
ternal regulations of this country ; \ have already 
dated it, an union oq her own terms. [It is probable 
Ihe would not defire an union of negociation, fuch 
as it might be expefted, if the countries, each m full 
vigour, treated upon terms of equality^ It is yet 
more probable, that an union by conqueft would 
prove acceptable. Without elevating the indivi-r 
duals of the Irilh nation to the leyel of her citizens, 
fte then might impofe eternal filcnce on our mur- 
murs. The perfons likely to be injured materially 
by this event, are exadtly ?hofe who ^njoy the emo- 
luments and honours of adminiilration. It would 
therefore become the intereft of England, rather to 
aggrandife the body of th« people, and thus to fe- 
cure them agalnft the future difcontents of the upper 
orders. By this reafoning, I cannot fee thr^t the 
force of England would not be more likely to ef- 
poufc our quarrel i* we arc no longer an objeA of 

plunder | 
* 
^ * It muft appear to every obferver, that any advantage deri, 
Ved by England frqm the connection, arifes not frona the men 
of confequence, bi;t from the people, (that is, the great dif, 
fenting bodies ;) that if the latter lofing temper, refuled to en^ 
lift or confume, the connection would become rather an incon- 
venience than a benefit to Britain ! What is the policy, and| 
of couife, what would be the conduct of the filler kingdona 
oa this occafion^ does not admit of a moment's hefitation. For 
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jplunder; if adventurers were to engage, lured by 
the hopeof profcription, the pofleflions of the Church 
of England would furnilh more temptation, 

ReBection is a prominent feature in the Englifh 
charafter ; our caufe is ah-eady become a topic of 
difcuffion; every perfon of literary eminence in 
England is our advocate, That nation exercifcs 
over its minifters an inquifitorial jurifdiftion ; men 
in ftation mufl: attend to public opinion, and watch 
Its didtates. If we demand, with unaflfuming firm« 
nek, and temperate determination, not the induK 
gence of policical caprice, but thofe identical rights^ 
of which every Briton holds the pofleffion inva- 
luable. If we appear to our fellow fubjefts defirous 
to prcferve inviolate the connexion of the affo* 
ciated kingdoms, rivalling them in loyalty, and de«. 
firous to imitate them in liberty, they will naturally 
a(k, what advantage they fhould derive from an 
irxpenfive conflift with ^ nation, whi(?hit is their 
intereft to preferve, and of which the ruin would be 
perceived in every branch of their trade and manu- 
fadtures ? 

Scotland, at the clofe of the laft century, was 
fomewhat circumftanced with regard to religion^ as 
Ireland is now. The upper ranks adhered to the 
Church of England i Prcfbyterianifm was the reli^- 
gion of the people, Under the Stuarts they expe«> 
rienced a fierce, rigorous, and unabated perfecu- 
jiqn J King William transferred the eftablifliment 
from the pcrfecutors to the perfecuted : the people 
embarked in the fame bottom with government) 
and holding the polTeJEon of their favourite objeft 
by the fame tenure, which fecured to the fovcreign 
his throne, upheld the new fcttlement with great 
pertinacity againO: the nobility and gentry, who 

the hipt which conduced me into this reafoning on the pn>> 
bable conduA of Great Britain, I am indebted to a yeiy ex» 
pellent pamphlet, << Fplitical Arithmetict" By Jame« Laffaoi 
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i^erc never, to the prcfent reign, attached to the 
reigning fannily. 

Moreover the abfentces conftitute an eternal hof. 
tagc for the conduft of Great Britain j thefe perfons 
have little or no intereft in the Proteftant afccn* 
dency ; if the Ronnan Catholics emigrate in difguft, 
they will want tenants ; if there is any cornniouon, 
they arc obnoxious to every party, and their pro- 
perties would moft indubitably fuffer j they poffefe 
imnRenfe influence in the filler kingdom, and will 
certainly upon all occafions, exert that influence to 
prevent the nniniflier from making any raih attempt 
oo Ireland. Tuftice will, indeed, rather be fuflfered 
to take its courfe than any violent meafurc adopted j 
for if ever more the fword be drawn among us, 
which ever party may prevail, the ariftocracy pe- 
riflies. It would fall, if after a victory, Englifli op 
north country colonies were to be planted in the 
Catholic provinces; thefe perfons, with arms in 
their hands, would not prove alike obedient, as the 
prefent Catholics, when completely emancipated, 
Thus there appear confequences, which defend a 
people from injuftice, without, on their part, a finglc 
effort of refiftance. Thus by the wife difpcnfa^ 
tions of Providence, all the orders of fociety ar^ 
fo admirably adjufted, that oppreflive meafures^ 
adopted with regard to any defcription of cir 
tizens, cannot fail to involve the aggrcffors in d^* 
ftroftion. 

The enemies of the Catholics feem inclined toi 
play a dcfperate game; I truft it is only appear- 
ance, for the leading men of the kingdom, thofeof 
whbm the influence is natural, not fpurious, and 
who muft fway in this infl:ance, would certainly 
fuffer more by a year of commotion, than they pofr 
fibly could profit in half a century by this nonfen- 
fit^l afcendancy. It has been attempted to impute 
feditious and fanguinary defigns to the Catholics, of 
which a fingle proof cannot be ^lledged^ and whiffy 
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on the contrary, arc repugnant to every evrrfenctt 
The authors of fuch idle tales are perhaps not 
aware, that whilft they only defign to intimidate 
and divide us by an ete^liojieering manceuvre, they 
materially endanger the credit of this commerGial 
country, an injury more ferious, than if their af^ 
cendancy had never exifted^ or that their ihes and 
fortunes had periflied by an earthquake. It is po& 
fible the fame perfons niay endeavour to inflame 
the indigent Catholics, and to af&x the charge 
of revolt upon the eafy and opulent; thefe de-*' 
fcriptions, it will^ without doubt, be impoflible to 
irritate. 

But it becomes neccflary to inculcate to every 
order of our communion^ the propriety of fruftra* 
ting this dcfign, by a moft palfive acquielcencc« 
Warm meafures alone can retard our emancipatbn« 
On the Icaft indication of violence to be commenced 
by our party, all the moderate and powerful 'would 
defert the enterprife, and on thefe refts our prin^ 
cipal reliance. England would be induced to ifi-» 
terfere in the caufe of good government. Unit^^ 
we could not cope with the ftrcngth of the empire j 
divided^ thofe who rcforted to extremities would 
perifii, the remainder be reduced to a new and more 
fcvcre fubjeftion. 

I conclude, that lb long as the Irifli CatholicSi 
not feeking to innovate on the Briti(h cpnftitution, 
only pettfion to be made partakers of its advantages ^ 
fo long as they demean themfelves dutifully to the 
crown, and cultivate the mutual profperity of the 
alTociated kingdoms; fo long as abftaining from 
intemperance, they conBne themfelves to the means 
of application and redrcfs, which are fuggefted or 
permitted by the conftitution, they need entertain no 
apprchcnfion of violence, external or domeftic. 

idly. That it is not the advants^e of Great 
Britain to encourage commotion in this kingdom ^ 
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ttb the contrilry^ that it is very miick her intercA 
to prevent tt. 

3dly, That the adVerfari^s of the Catholics art 
tiot able by force to prevent their emancipation. 

4thlyj That if they poflcflcd the means of co- 
trCioHi it is not their ihtereft to employ them« 

Sthly* That any interruption of the public peace 
Cn the part of the Catholics, or any ad: which may 
be condrued into hoftility againft our happy confti- 
futionj alienating their bed friends, and juftifying 
their ficrccft enemies, muft fruftrate, or, at leaftji 
retard the completion of their defire, 

I cannot difmifs the fubjeft without repeating, 
that on the fide of the Catholics there is not the lead 
Indication of evil defigns, or even of ill tempera 
The mod irrefragable evidence, that three millions 
and half are not feditious, is, . that the charge is 
banded about the country without the lead perfonal 
inconvenience to its authors. The ridicule of the 
icene will be complete, when we cad our eyes around 
tis, and obferve this formidable hod of Papifts, irt* 
dudrioudy and peaceably occupied at the plough and 
the counter. 

I have thus far argued an extreme cafe, and en- 
tered into a train of reafoning, which ihould never 
have occurred to me, if I had not obferved a fort of 
CTufade preached againd the Catholics, and author 
rifed by the fignaturcs of different individuals, who 
ftilc thcmfelves Grand Jurors, Aldermen of Skin- 
ners Alley, Officers of Corporations, &c. &c. It 
is aflertedin the formula of covenant figned by thefe 
ailbciators, that the fubfcribing parties will refid 
the claim at the hazard of their lives and fortunes. 
By this I am led to Ibppofe, that they are willing to 
endanger their lives, and ours of confequence, in 
order to prevent any Catholic from voting for his 
reprefcniatives. I do by no means credit the affer^ 
tion } and if the gentlemen concerned will fubmit tot 
the trouble of reading thefc pages, they will find that 
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Ac execution of therr threat is neither quite fo fafc 
or eafy as they imagine. 

A niatter of internal regulation,^ propofed to the 
Catholics, and regarding only that portion of the 
Irifh people, has let thele gentlemen in commotion* 
It appears to have been in contemplation to depute 
agents from the refpcftive counties, for the purpofc 
of fubmitting to Parliament, or to his majcfty, the 
unambiguous fenfeof thelrifh Catholics on the fub- 
jeft of their grievances. If it can be proved that 
the fufpenfion of political rights, accompanied by fo 
many collateral privations, does not conftitute an 
hardfhip ; or, if the Catholics admit, that being 
fenfible of the evils, they think that the btirden is 
juft and ought to be acquiefced in, I am ready to 
give up the propriety of this delegation. As both 
the one and the other are admitted univerfally to be 
falfe, and that this body have the general dcfire to' 
be redrefied, which is natural to all rational beings, 
they muft expound their hopes and wiflies either by 
agents or principals ; that is, either by the promif- 
cuous aflemblage of multitudes, like the antient Ger- 
mansi or by rcprefcntatives duly authorifed, like 
the progeny of thefe Germans, when in a ftate of 
civilization. I conceive that there is in the latter 
method, lefs of hoftility, and more of good order j 
and I fhall continue to think fo, until thefe officious 
adviiers fhall fuggeft fome other nKxle lefs excep-> 
tionable. 

It is flrange how whimfically inconfiftent are thefe 
gentlemen, and how blinded by the conceit of their 
legal felf- importance. If the Roman Catholics ca* 
fually ufe, " muft,'' for « may," or '' will/' for 
** fhall," if every word be not arranged with more 
than gramiiiatical precifion, an alarm runs from 
Dcrry to Dingle, every lengthened vifage an- 
nounces revolt ; every angry gcfture proclaims in- 
folence. 
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But twenty-three gentlemen, who thinking, per- 
haps, that the charafter of a Grand Juror is, like 
Mclchifedcck's pricfthood, indelible; and that 
every future aft of their lives is legalifcd, bccaufc 
they have received for two or three days, t com- 
miffion to make prefentmcnts, never fufpeft that it 
is intimidation or indecency to threaten his Ma* 
jetty's good fubjefts, that if they perfcvere with a- 
probibilify . of fuccefs in a purfuit, at once legal, 
juftifiable, and commendable, they (h^ll be expofed 
to the hazard of having their throats cut. 

They aflert, that the fab-commictee of Catholic^ 
is T>ot recognifed by the conftitution. What con-- 
ftitutjoi\ recognifes twenty-three men, who having* 
been nominated for a fpecific purpofc, to tranfaft 
the county bufinefs, inftead of peaceably difpcrfing^ 
as was their duty, when the objeft of their appoint* 
menthad been fulfilled, perhaps during the feftivity 
of the evening, lay their hands upon their fwords,, 
and diftate a menace of murder agalnft their unof- 
fending fellow citizens ? It deferves to be confidertd 
by ihofe Roman Catholics, who intend to perfevere in 
applying for the privilege cf fuffrage, whether it 
would not be advifcable to fwear the peace againlt. 
every one of thofe gentlemen, who, during the en- 
iuing winter, (hall vifit the metropolis. 

When in the Convention of 178 j, it was propofed. 
to extend the advantages of reprcfentation (o the 
Catholics, a reply echoed from every quarter, (I 
have the minutes of that meeting before me) * that 
the fcnfe of the Catholics not having been expreflfed 
on the fubjeft, it could not be confidered. Now it 
muft be fuppofed, that thofe who made the remark 
defigned to exprefs,that it would have beenadvifeable 
for the Catholics to have had at that tipic in the me- 
tropolis, an affembUgc of the men of fenfe and 
weight of their party, coHe6>cd from the difFerenC 
parts of the nation, who being fully i'nftrufted in the 
fentinicnts of their refptftive neigj^bours, mighrtreac 
I in 
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in their names, an4 deliver the extent of their CK- 
peftations and pretenfions. 

At that period a mefl^ge wa3 delivered in the 
name of Lord Kenmare, which was concradifted by 
the refolutioqofa meeting at which Sir Patrick BeU 
lew prefidcd. A fimilar controverfy occurred du- 
ring the laft winter, between two bodies of Roman 
Catholics, each claiming to (peak the feqciments of 
the people of their perfuafion. As fuch altercations 
arc likely to continue to the end of time, common 
fenfe requires to terminate the difference by eftab- 
Jifhing an gecunr^enical tribunal^ of which the deci- 
fipns (hall be fupreme^ decifivc and fatisfaAory. 

It is not a novelty in this kingdom, that its. Ca- 
tholic inhabitants ihould be extra-conftitutionally 
feprefenced. As to the faft of reprefentation, the; 
imperiuM in mperio^ between one and oqe thoulandj 
the eflencc is unaltered. It is alike a violation of 
Jegal forois, whether the individual Yifcoun? Ken- 
mare, or two hundred gentlemen deputed from the 
counties and commercial cities^ undertake to deliver 
the fenfe of this fcattered body, Nfinifters theni* 
felves have encpuraged ?he ereftion of a fubordinate 
principality, and appeared d^firous to proteft my 
Lord Kenmare's jurifdiftipn. It only is attempted 
zx, prefcnt to improve the government they recog- 
nifed, and to render Jt more fuitable to our necefr 
fnies. The former conftitutipq was, I prefunie^ 
deemed more convenient for ^he purpofes to which 
the Iriih Catholics were dcftined, Caligula thought 
Similarly of the Roman people; he imagined that 
beneath one head, they would haye been more ob^- 
noxious to his caprices, 

Are the rninifters of the crown aware, upon 
what deliCfite ground they (land, whilft the Iri(h 
Catholics are copfipre(red within the fpan of any 
Individual ? Three millions of aggrieved complainant's 
jtaught to look to a (ingle hand for confolation and 
prQtedipn I The perfohal charafter of the noble- 
S ? maa 
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m^ we allude to, might be relied on ; but at fome 
period he muft have a (bcceflbr, and if a buftling 
man of rank (hould occupy the faaie fituacion^ the 
government of the country could only be condufted 
by his fufferance. It is rporeover a dominion of 
opinion, and of courfe muft be eleftive, May not 
perlbns of diftindion conform to our religion for 
the mere purpofe of obtaining this pre-eminence ? 
Let any rcflefting man deliberate on diefe qrcum- 
ftances^ and anfwer, does he think it a detriment to 
Ireland, that its Homan Cathojic Inhabitants, being 
under 4 neceffity to vcft the fupremc dircdion of 
their affairs in fome hands, (hould rather organize 
(h^mfelves on the plan of a repr^fentative govern-!* 
pienf, than of a monarchy ? 

That phey fliould aggregate, is the courfe of hu- 
man nature, and might have beep forefeen wheq 
thefc ftatuces were enaftcd. Even in favagc life, 
men are colleftpd by conrtmon wants, and prefled 
into coalition by common inconvenicncies. The 
line, which feparated us from the conftitutioPi 
traced out the ground for \\i\s diftind confederacy. 
If the Catholics of Ireland have grievances of 
which they are fenfihle, unlcfs a plague line be efr 
tablifhed through the country, afluredly they will 
communicate. 

Wc have no intercourfe with bodies conftituted 
by authpriiy j Parliament may enjoin obedienpe, it 
cannpt expound our wiflbcs. Yet^ pur fcntinrients are 
not immaterial. When couched in the language of 
^ddrcfs, even the expreffion of them is folliciced, 
The law of the land, excluding . us from its free 
conftitution, does not provide, nor docs the jealoufy 
of the country permit, that intercourfe of protec- 
tion and dependence which might be fuppofed to 
endear the fubjeft to his arbitrary foycreign. Thus 
abandoned at every fide, and reduced to a ftate of 
nature^ is it wonderful that we endeavour to fupply 
the deficiency i You rcfqfe us admittance to your 
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comfortable edifice ; can you envy us the Ihed, \f a 
ere6k for our accommodation ? 

Probably from like morives of expediency, aU 
though with them the neceffity is not equally 
urgent, every other feft in this kingdom has eftab^ 
lifhed general dated meetings. The Prefbyteriana 
have the fynod of Ulfter, the Quakers their provin- 
cial and national meetings. We hear conftantly of 
the proceedings of thefe bodies, yet I know not that 
there exifts an aft of Parliament, which incorporates 
the perfons who compofe them, or in the language 
of the different Grand Juries, that the conftitution 
recognifcs them. 

Jt appears to me that a free conftitution recognifes 
in the firft inlbncc all the members of the commu- 
nity, and eftablilhes in them a right to obferve ac- 
curately the proceedings of the IcgiHative body. If 
any individual, or any aggregate of individuals be 
touched thereby, it authorifes them, not, indeed, 
to refift, but to petition, rcmonftrate, and to cri- 
ticife with decency, Where many are concerned, 
they muft come together to tranfaft their common 
bufinefs. The meeting muft be peaceable ; thofe 
things which the law prohibits, muft not be within 
the objeft of it, elfe the parties will be puniflied, for 
the violation of law, not for the meeting. 

I conceive this to be the faft, becaufe in aid of 
the evidence of my reafon, I have the evidence of 
iny fenfesj this country is filled with meetings and 
aflbciationsj-which if to aflbciatf were criminal, could 
fiot poifibly be tolerf^ted. 

1 know nqt that any fpecific law embodied the 
different volunteer corps, of which I fuppofe all 
thofe were members, who now cenfure this pro- 
ceeding. It will be faid that thefe corps were fanc- 
tioned by the thanks of either legiflativc body; bu( 
ihele thanksi if beftowed upon delinquents, only 
f pnyia the Lords and Commons, pf having grofti- 
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luted the facrcd name of cither Houfe, for the pur-, 
pofe of countenancing the delinquency. 

Under what flatute were held the Conventions^^ 
to which many of thofe who cenfurc the formation 
of a Cathojic Committee f(?nt delegates, and ii> 
which many of them fate as reprefentatives ? Under 
what protefting ftacute are held all the Reform So- 
cieties, and Whig Clubs ii> every part of cithc^ 
kingdom ? 

The gentlemen whp have figned thefe refolutions^j 
feem to imagine, that in a n-fc ftate, no meafurp 
ihould be entertained unlefs Parliament (hall pre- 
vioufly have prepared the projeft, and erjoined it, 
I conceive thjs to be the revcrfe of reality, Th^ 
citizen of a free ftate is only reftrained in I^isaftipn§ 
by known and pofitive jaw, and is authorifed to dp 
every adl which does not happen^ by that law^^ to 
be fpfcifically prohibited. And this fad is exem- 
plified in their own condufti for although it is fome- 
what more than indecorous to endeavour to awe the 
legiflature by anticipating its judgement ; and al- 
though it wears the afpeft of menace to proclaim^ 
that they will fly to arms, if the wifdom of Parlia- 
nient Ihould happen to outweigh their fentiments j 
yet have they committed all thefe a6ls, and ftancj 
accountable to their country, for the precedent of 
previoufly deciding a queftion, on which Parlia- 
ment alone is competent to pronounce, and for the 
attempt to intimidate, and the attempt tQ overawe 
he legiflativ^ body.* 

If 

f 
* I do not wifh that vindicating the propriety of a delcgatioij 
of agents to conduct the affairs of the Catholics, I fliould be 
conftrued to juftify the items of the plan, propofed by the fub- 
cotnnnittee. This, I conceive, to have been a mod injudicious 
means of effedtiiig a good purpofe ; not, indeed, as^ has been rc- 
prcfented, containing libel or falfe inflammatory matter, but 
coniifting of many weak points, which, as a member of the body, 
for whofe ufe it was promulgated, 1 think reprehenfible. The 
fenfe of the Catholics might have been as well, poffibly betteV 

collefted, 
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If our union gives alarm, the remedy is not 
temote, the aggregation may be diffolved ; it may 
be torn up by the roots, and the very principle of it 
fcffaced for ever, by redreffing the grievance to which 
it points, and which produces it. But where fuch 
valid grounds of complaint exift, faftious can never 
be the defignation of the complainants. 

The recognifcd {bvercign power of the country ia 
intitled to extreme deference. Its duties and pro- 
vince fhould be kept facred from intrufion* We owe 
this to the gcodof Ibciety, to the order and tranquillity 
of the ftatc we live in. The legiflative body Ihoula 
not be ihtcmperately aflailed j buc thofe who would 
prevent us from concerting meafures for our appli- 
cation, feem to infinuate, that it fliould not be ap^ 
proachcd on any condition. The Catholic delega* 
tion, committee, or whatever name it may bear. 
Can have no hope of fuccefs, or rhe members who 
compofe it of importance in the nation, but fronn 
the iupport of their party^ When it (hall travel be- 
yond the objeft of its miffion, enter into any mea- 
fures but thofe, which are neceflary for obtaining a 

coUeded. in a manner lefs agitating and lefs ofTeniive. In the 
letter there was rather too much detail, in the projedt too much 
machineiy ; and at the view I have of the bufinefs, I cannot but 
think it unwife, in thefe gentlemen, to have fent the name of 
their chairman, like a rattlefnake, through the cotintry, prc^ 
claiming alarm, and giving notice to counteract their meafures. 
The complication of extraneous matter with our queilion, which 
has appeared on this occafion, has indifpofed many, otherwife 
not averfe to the Catholic emancipation. 

Another material indifcretion appears to me to have been the 
aflertion of a communication ** from authority ;" I do believs: 
that by this expreffion, no more was meant to be conveyed, 
than the furmile of intelligent individuals. If there had been 
inch communication, to reveal it was weak and criminal ; if 
not, it was foolidi to atfedt it. But this is not the only in- 
fiance of play-hoiife whifper advice given by thofe gentlemen 
of tl^ fuh-cominittee of the Catholics of Ireland, On one or two 
occalions before, they circulated indifcriminately through the 
kingdom, printed inllrcidions for private condu6t. They may 
be excellent raeiv, and veiy zealous politicians, but they caa 
ibarcely be accufed of confpiracy, 

tranquil 
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tranquil emancipation, through the ordinary 6han«< 
hels of the confhtdtion, or ufe any other language^ 
than that of c^lm entreaty and modeft expoftulation. 
It will fall in its own party. Every fenOble Catholic 
ivill join with every Proteftant in cenfute. But until 
there fliill be ^ mantfeftation of fome fuch defign, if 
is the intereft and the duty o( the Irifli Catholics^ to 
make a joint (lock of their influence, and intruft it 
for fhort periods to thofe among thencifelves, who 
fliall fcem mdft likely to wield it with moderation 
ind with efficacy. Such perfons^ I ani confident,, 
will be found among the agents appointed to cori'^ 
6u& the Catholic application, of thfe enfuing feflion^ 
I am obliged reluftantly to exprefs what the entire 
nation muft perceive, that the few gentlemen of the 
Wetfopolis^ who have hitherto affumed the diredkion 
of this bufineis, fland in need of coadjutors. I 
queftion their prudence, not their zeal; not their 
intentions, but their refleftion, forefight, and poli- 
tical fagacity. It is time the caufe of a great people 
fliould aflTume the appearance of fyftem^ For the 
iail ten months, it has fludluated before the public, 
in the hands of unflciKiLil managers, without even 
the dignity of fteadinefs, advancing and retreating^ 
aflerting and retrafllng with the giddinefs offchool-^ 
boys, and at randonv as a game of nkie^pins. 
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AtomdNAL REMARKS. 



THIS conMeration ought to decide the RomM 
Catholics tof the kingdom at large to ftand forwards 
in their own caufe* If zeal and aftivity could ef^ 
fedually promote their interefts, they might limit 
rhe agency of their bufinds to the metropolis, or 
father tb that part of the metropolis^ which htii 
hitherto appeared in it. Bot wifdom is heceiflarjr 
to aid, to regulate, and to condud tbefe quaKties ; 
zeal may otherwile prove a dangerous fpark thrown 
among a combdftibic people, and afUvity the fatal 
current that fans it. 

I rejcft with greater readincls the (blc and unrc- 
firained exertion of thefe qualities, becaufe they are 
more calculated to create tumult than to reach the 
queftion, at lead in that calm manner, which the 
majority of men at eafe will alone think eligible* 
And becaufe fr6m fbme reflexion on the fubjedt, t 
am fully convinced that we are competent to attain 
our objetft, by chofe conftitutional means, of which 
every party will approve. 

It was formerly ufual with the Catholics, to ac- 
cept of the fervices of individuals, or private lo- 
cicties, bringing the great body as little as poQible 
before the public. Very obvious reafbns induced 
the gentlemen, who wifli to appear leaders in the 
bufinefs, to deviate about ten months back from 
this wife and dignified policy. Since that time the 
repetition of relblutions, addrefles, juftiBcations, 
^circular letters, &c. have given to the reprefentative 
body of the Catholic people the air of a little fquib* 
bing club. I would fuggeft it, as one of the firft 
improvementSi to take place in that reprefentative 
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tr^dfij that it (hould imitate, not a litttei the (ormet 
majeftic referve, to be interrupted only on occa« 
fions of foWoin import. It is the wi(b of all con^ 
ccrned to improve, not to convalfe the country* 
Let tbofe who are anxious for the appearance of 
fpirit, look upo& the awful aggregation of three 
millions. Let them refleft, that the tread of 
an elephant is more formidable, than an angry^ 
teat in the moft complete difplay of vigour^ I 
ihould not decline an ufeful meafure, becaufe it 
gave umbrage ; but I (hould cheerfulfy relinqui(h 
thofe which are little more than indifferent ; and 
if a nearly equal effeft could be produced^ even 
the mod material Ihould be managed without of- 
fending. The circumftances of this country are 
now eflentially a,kered ; twelve months ago a tem^ 

f aerate difplay of fpirit was ufeful, it luis appeared, 
t (hould be our prefent policy, to guide our cau(e 
with dexterous moderation to its haven, fteering 
equally clearof timid acquiefcence, and a propen(ity 
to overaft the patriot charadker. 

We have little to cxpeft from the pWlolbphy of 
the queftion operating on the great. Their interest 
in the prefent ftate of things is too perfonah As 
iveli might the negro caufe be pleaded before aa 
aflembly of Jamaica planters. The Weft Indian 
muft confefs his monopoly unjuft : but he will telJr 
you that he has in it a certain property, which 
he will retain to the laft moment. l*he lefs candid 
would perhaps endeavour to colour their ufurpatioa 
by fome fuch fophifm as the Proteftant afcendancy. v 
The equity of our caufe will produce more efFeft 
upon the middle ranks of Proteftanis* This de« 
fcription of our fellow citizens, although the greater 
part of them be for the moment under th« influence 
of delufion, are our natural allies. It is our in« 
tereft on all ocGa(ions to lirge the difcuflion. Even 
our determined enemies expedt from us this con- 
du<a. Perfeyerance in argument^ with the means 

of 
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df influence^ rdfulting from a large ovcr-proportioa 
of the producing property of the land, and no in- 
confiderable lliare in the capital^ will induce our 
countrymen to revife their prejudices* Refledion 
muft make profelytes. 

The declarations of this ♦ fummer do not induce 
me to retrad my predidtion that the period of our 
emancipation is not far diftant. Thefe are the lafl: 
efforts of expiring bigotry. A large majority of 
the French Notables, a body, of which the weight 
and wifdom can fufTer no parallel with the Irifh 
grand juries, refolvcd in favour of letters de cachet, 
but a few months before the overthrow q( the def- 
potifm^ by which that tyrannical ufage was fup<- 
ported. The objeft of our requifition is too juft iand 
reafonable to be withheld, if we urge it with firmnefs,* 
moderation, and unanimity. It may be endea* 
voured for fome time to baffle or deter us; and a war 
of word« will probably be continued. But if our 
perfcverance uMrvive the trial of one or two years, 
no government in its fenfes will permit this 
k^ind of feparatejurifdidion to be confirmed withia 
its diftrift. This, I conceive, to be one of the re- 
sources of our calm emancipation, and of courfo 
pne of the ftrongeft motives to combine under a 
directing council, and to aA in unifon^ Force 
could not certainly difperfe the coalition, but, it 
would effedually melt away before conciliation. 

Although the meafures of the Catholics be con- 
certed in common ; it occurs to me at this moment, 
and I throw it out merely for coniideration, that ic 
would be an ufeful facrifice to the harmony of the 
country, if their committee did not appear in many 
public a&s. It may fuggeft to its principles. I 
have little doubt that the application of the Catho* 
lies would be more corrcft, more conftitutional, 
and mor^ weighty, if it came from the freeholders 
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of that communion in the rcfpcAiv^ countiesu 
praying to be relieved from the fufpcnficai of their 
eleftivc franchife. Thus the fenfc of the nations 
would be fully conveyed, and in a for'm the moft ^ 
unexceptionable^ and it would b^ found mwh 
more difficult to treat with indifference the petition 
of the refpet^able men of each county ini^e k^ng«i 
dom, than thofe of a fingle city. 

If the oppoGtioQ proceeded from the govern* 
fnent of the country, the reprefentatian of tb^ 
eommercial body of the metropolis might be very 
much relied on. But it rather arifes fron^i gender- 
men, who pofTef^ local importance in the rdpec-^ 
tive counties. It would, therefore;, b^ ufefi^l toi 
encourage a fpirit of aftivity, and vigilance in thfl 
principal Catholics of the(e places, For akliougii 
the opponents 1 allude to, may treat with negled^ 
a criii;en -of Dublin of gre^t refpe^ability, with 
wh m they kav€ no ac<}uaintance, and who csim 
tieitl>er injure or proqiote their dedione^ring 
icbenes ; thfy will not equally ovcrlo^ a Pvovia* 
Cial of lefs national, but more relative coofequeoce^i; 
and obferving many fuch perfops in each,diurid: in- 
tent on thepurfuit, each will probably thwk, H bis 
Jntereft to rel?x tlie oppofition, 

From thefe conOderatiops, it was proje^ed du*? 
ting the laft fcffion of parliament, thait the Catba- 
lies t)f the counties fhoufld petition, and fonoe bad 
already drfpofed thefnfelv« to dp fo, but tbe de* 
^gtj Df^s interrupted'by gentlemen t)f the inetropoliSji 
^!nQ 4id not copiider the meafure ifi the faipe ftroo^ 
Jigbt of eicpedicncy i or who were defirous. to linu( 
the Dumber qfperfons l^ely to attn^d public 9(tea>- 

So Iqn^ a^fhe natural leaders df the Catholiosi 
appfar ev^n lulccT^warm, many who irom fiQn©e<>t 
tio|i» t)r other qFcimifftances, could noi'W«U(^|>oii? 
the unanimous voice of the body, will vender pre- 
|ext of diftinio^ vote a^i^ the majority. It wa^ 
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unlucky that fo.me wnong the upper clafl<» oftiut 
pcrfuafion were not prepared for the meafures of laft" 
winter, I cannot fay that they have had no realbn ta 
coniplain^fince that event. 

It may be cxpedted, that remarks Ihould have 
been offered on the af&rtion, that if the Catholics 
of Ireland were included among it^ citizens, the 
intereft§ of the Houfe of Hanover, and of Grea^ 
Britain, would be endangered. If the jnoll deter- 
ITiined enemy to both were defirous to^render the 
connexion, and the crown hideous and hateful ia 
Ireland, be would have gone to work like the gen- 
tlemen of lUouth, and fome other places, and have 
jold the people that thefe were the obftacles to their 
Jiappinefs. The Roman Catholics of the principal 
commercial cities, have manifefled their attachment ^ 
f o both by a cpnduft diredly contrary. They have 
/latly denied the truth of the poiition. They have 
jnforqied the lefs inftruded part of their fociety, 
that it was only calculated for the purpose of inti- 
midation, and thrown (he onus pn^andi upon its 
authors. There let it reft, as the trick has failed ; 
nay, has had an effe& the reverfe of what was in- 
tended ; it wjU only procure for the contrivers, the 
ridicule of difappointment, and the difapprobation, 
no matter bow fevere, of their own party. Had it 
pof been for thefc very proceedings, the fpirit of 
|he Catholics would not have rifen to its prefent 
degree of anicRation. But the denunciation of eter- 
jial flavery, and the attack upon their right of pe- 
tition, have excited eycn thofe, who before were 
lukewarm* 

The principal, and moft adive opponents of the 
Cathplics, have fq ordered matters, that, what a 
few months back wa$ .the anxious wi(h of a few, 
.has PQ\Y become the caufe of an entire people. 
Yhere is, | believe, fcarcely a peafapt in Ireland, 
^fbo has not been attracted by the late charges and 
jffi}^iisim9W^ and who 4oes i)ot expedt ^eedily 

to 
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to receive a real or imaginary improvement of his 
condition. 

What lately would have been humanity, is now 
Income wifdom, and may in the courfe of things^ 
erelong, prove neceffity. 

The Grand Juries aisled precifcly as the warmeft 
fiend to our caufe would have diftated ; they feat- 
lered the enthyfiafm of emancipation through every 
(county of the kingdom J if th^y had been filcnt, 
jc would have probably been confined to Dublin j 
;ind this would riot^ fpr fome time, amount to any 
importaqt efied; i;ventii4Uy the claim would ho 
ifcdmitted, for, an expenfivc monopoly, limited ta 
ft few, and to which aU contribute, isfo extremely 
^urd, that it caanot long furvive even tbft cf- 
fablifhmcnt of Sunday Schools, which teach thef 
lowi^r order to write their names* In the nature of 
things,, they mud in a Uttle time be freed from 
thefe incapacities. 

Some fophiftry has been employed of tare tot 
jpcrfuade the Catholics that the enjoyment of the 
cleftive franclufe Would not be produftive of ad- 
vantage to them. If it be ufelcfs, why is it at aH 
jpreferved ? If profitabje, why not univerfally com^ 
municated ? 

The addition of the collcaion of the revenue to 
the definition of Proteftant afcendency completes 
the hurlcfquc, aqd denotes that the emolumwts of 
government, not the advantage of the country, arj 
the objed of its fqpporters. The national* utility 
©f this afcendency, remains, however, ftiU to be 
pro^'ed ; 1 do not recoiled that this has in the en- 
lire controvcrfy been attempted. Jf there is np 
poffibility of reconciling it with the union of th^ 
people of Ireland, and thfe equal dittribution of 
franchifcs among them, the aflent of every thinking 
man will be precarious. 

1 do not know what may be the advantage ac- 
Inkling to Ireland from Proteftant afcendency ; but 

reafoa 
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reason and experience alike prove, that to t€^ 
ttibvc the difcontents of the people, would itx^- 
proVe' public credit, and animate induftry. That 
df courfe every man in Ireland, who poffeflcs pro- 
^rty, would be a gainer by the event. 

Ic has been ailedgcd, that the difcontents 
have been of late created by individuals, and 
are not of permanent duration. Individuals may 
perhaps have taught the Catholics to avow their 
lentiments more freely. But no exertions could 
have produced that fenlibility to grievance, whick 
has been manifefted. A mafs of talents^ as 

treat as ever exifted at one period in the world, 
as for many years paft been ineffeftually played pflT 
upon the people of England. Yet no degree of 
£erment was excited, equal to that, which has arifeii 
in Ireland, during the laft twelve months. 

To the queftioA how far this ferment will con* 
duft, it is impoffible to anfwer, but very eafy to 
conjefture : — when the bonds of fociety are fuffered 
to be broken, popular excefs may be extravagant:— 
whilft focial order fubfifts, men ufually murmur, 
until their wants are in equilibrium with their en- 
joyments. In the confifcation of church property^ 
individuals would find little advantage. If the 
hierarchy bottoms itfelf upon national grievances, 
it is poffible that at fome period or other, a rude 
affault might involve what is good, and what is 
bad, the caufe and the efFeft, in a common over- 
throw. If it does not identify itfelf with thefc 
grievances, it can only fall by the negledl or de- 
fertion of its own profelytes. The inconvenience 
will not be of magnitude fufEcient to induce a con- 
fpiracy of the different dilTcnting bodies, and to 
provoke an attack, in which they muft rifle their 
peifonal fafcty, and private happinefs, againft the 
ccclefiaftical property and honours. 

In order to thwart the Roman Catholics, who 
were fuppofed ftill to retain fome lingering af- 

i fedl^as 



tt&\on for the Houfe df Stuart, when tfeejr fS^ 
quired permiffion to teftify their allegiance a k\V 
years ago, it was made oompulfory on them t& 
iwear, that the Stuart family " had no right, and 
•* ought to have no right t6 th^ crown of thefd 
^^ realms ;*' two propofitions which could never h6 
ailented to by any n^n^ who had not clearly af* 
ccrtained in bis own mind, the fovereignty of ibi 
people^ and the right to cofljier their governors. Sa 
that the Catholics have been forced by their ru- 
lers to become fworn Whigs dnd Revolutionifis m 
the moft extenfive import of cither term. Qyerc 
to the gentlemen who framed that oath. Da 
they think, that it was material to them, to have 
purchafed a renunciation of this drooping claim 
upon fuch condhions ? After having thus forced 
us to become fpeculotive politicians, it is fuppofed 
that we (hall acqiiiefce in a government not of 
king, nobles, or uniformly of gentlemen. But of 
forty (hilling freeholders, and venal freemen, the 
common council of Dublin, the guild of St* Loy,* 
iCnd Aldermen of Skinner's Alley. The primary 
revolution of France wasf well faid to have been the 
ConfiiA of every principle agjunft every error. But 
in the proceedings relative to the Iri(h Catholics, 
all errors and principles have been in colli(ion each 
againft the other. 

If ever the laws of fubordination be fuperfeded 
in Ireland, a train of events will enfue, exaftly 
fimilar to thofe in France, and for the fame reafon j 
«tbe upper ranks lean too heavily upon the lowen 
It would be different in England j the commonalty of 
that country are not excluded from the comforts of 
life, they would of courfe be fufferers by the fufpen- 
fion of fecial order. I do not urge this remarj^ to 
the extreme of which it is fufceptible. 

* TTlie firft a corporation, the fecond a dwb, id Dublirt 
Which difKngulflicd their zeal againft the Catholics* 

Thcfc 
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Thefe obfcrvations may probably appear free to 
ihofe who confider the Roman Catholics a vaffal 
and dependent people. I conceive that from na- 
ture, and the conftitution, we are entitled to all 
rights whatever ; but that the exercife of part of 
thefe rights is accidentally fufpended. Writing 
haftily without the hopes of fame, and merely li- 
mited in view to public benefit, I have not been 
very faftidious in my choice^of expreffions : — 1 offer 
this apology alone to literary criticifm. 
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DECLARATION, &c. 



WE, the Roman Catholics of the county and 
city of Cork, compelled by the menaces 
and intimidations which are daily repeated and re* 
newed in the. public i)rints, to deviate from that 
rule of filcnt expeftation we had prefcribcd lo 
ourfelves, think it our duty at this crifis to in- 
terfere, and refcue from opprobrium the charader 
of that body of which we form no inconfidcrable 
portion. 

We embrace the occalion of teftifying our entire 
approbation and concurrence in the fentiments ex- 
prefled by our oppreffed brethren throughout the 
kingdom ; like them we are loyal, attached to our 
country and to the conftitution which it poffeffes ; 
like them inflexibly determined to feek by all 
peaceable and legal means, that participation in the 
cledive franchife, which we are qualified to enjoy 
by our fituatiop, patriotifm, and property. 

As the inhabitants of an extenfive county, and 
great commercial city, we cannot ftigmatize too 
ftrongly the unguarded conduit of thofe perfons, 
probably not much interefted in the national 
welfare, who, by angry refolutions of re^iftance 
whcr? po attack, was defigned, or cve^ to b? ap- 
prehended j 
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prehcnded; and by dangerous confederationSj 
which there k no pretence to juftify, have diffufeci 
vague conjeftures through Ireland and foreign 
countries; interrupting at home the public tran- 
quillity and the harmony pf focial life, reprefenting 
us abroad in a condition of precarious fettlement^. 
We fee the fpirit of intolerance obfcrvable in thofe 
proceedings with aftonifhment, in an age which 
is deaotpuiat;ed ei;i]ight;ened> and anxohg ^ p^oplej, 
who have laid claim to the praife of information 
and liberality. 

We never can admit, that the exclufion of threes 
fourths of the people from any connection with 
the legiflature, which difpofes of their liv^s, their 
liberty, and fortunes, is an eflential and fundamen-^ 
tal principle in the organization of fbciety with^a. 
this ifland.. The disfranchifemcnt of a large por- 
tion of the Irilh people was the ten>porary cxpedi^ 
ent of a diftempered age ; it is time it fliould be 
cancelled. It is time the privilege of voting for 
reprefentacive^ ftionld be re-annexed to our free- 
holdjproperty, and fufFrage become^ wha^ the con- 
ftitution deflgned if, the pixD€edtio!> a^id- reward of 
indiiftry. Theg^od of the country, the liberality 
of the age, the fccnrity oirr property affords, the 
proofs and the pledges we have given of patriotifoji 
and loyahy, all call aloud for a happy reconcilia- 
tion cf parties, grounded upon this aft of fubftann 
tial iuftice. 

The enemies of that great good of Ireland, our 
emanciparian, endeavour to divert ilie public mind 
from this dlfcuffion, and to overwhehn our calm 
reprefentation in the outcry of fedifion. They 
are aware, that, fupportcd by reafon and juflice^ 
if our Proteftant countrymen (hall inveftigate 
our canfe, we tnuft triumph over the> bafe views 
and prejudices of the interetted and bigotted ; but 
we call upon our Prot;eftant friends a»d neigh bour^i 
to judge us, not from exaggeraiionsand calumnies, 
2^ • bui; 
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Ijut by their pcrfbnal obfcrvation ; by the general 
tenor of our lives and condud; by the duties 
which we fulfil in common. Is there any room 
for the unkind furmifes which circulate i Are 
there no terms upon which we may hope to be 
feftored to our country ?— In the general havoc of 
our rights^ remonftrance, petition, and difcuffion 
were preferved. We ufe them with that deference 
to the exifting laws, and attention to the public 
peace^ which befits men connefted by every en* 
dearing tie to their country. Will any honeft maB 
lay his hand upon bis breaft, and anfwer^ is our 
cooduft diforderly i Is our mode of redrefs ind^ 
cent ? Are our grievances fiditious ? In every 
purfuit we are intercepted by monopoly ; we arc 
deprived of all that is called enviable in political 
life, and of many folid advantages of focicty. Wbeo 
we inquire the caufe of this exdufion^ we are de- 
nominated feditious. 

We have a ftrong caufe j it requires but the ai4 
of argumentjt and this auxiliary ALONE we will 
employ : we folicit from our Protcftant country- 
men a patient hearing, that we may demonftrate 
to them^ that by redrefSng our grievances, they 
fcrve our common country and do not endanger 
their eftablifliment. We have no means of pro- 
curing redrefs^ but by imprefling convidion upon 
the Proteftant reprefentatives of Proteftant ConftU 
tuents. 

For us {lands all that is illuftrious in the land 
for talent and public fpirit ! The men who en- - 
courage venality and trade in corruption, are ar-* 
rayed againft us* It may be convenient to fuch 
perfons to limit the number of free agents within 
th^ realm, but will the fenfible and diiinterefted 
iProteftants of Ireland be deceived by their unfoun^ 
4ded afiatioitt, their tinfubftantiated charges, and 
^ncifulhypothefes? Will they credit that we would 
lanoyate in profperitjr, who in jadverfi^y are mode* 
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fate and fubmiffive ? Will they believe we have ail 
alien hope, who have appearol in every hour of 
perils armed by their fides for our common protec- 
tion, and who have, within the period of their re- 
coUeftion, refilled the only powers on earth whom 
we could be fuppofed to favour } Will they notra-* 
Cher attend to the evidence of their fenfes ? That as 
die paft repjeal of the Popery Laws has been the 
mmt of national profperity, lo by the future mufl: 
our Country flourifh. That it is more politic to re- 
compenfeby franchife the toil of the laborious, than 
the petjury of the profligate. Thefe are the found 
doftrines of every wife ftatefman and eminent wri- 
ter ci either kingdom; oppofed to them are the men 
who inculcate the dangerous leflbn, that the Churchy 
.the State, the Crown, the Empire, and the Conftito- 
tion muil totter, unlefs they have for fupporters^ 
a ilave and a monc^lift 
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I Was a few days fince favoured with your letter, 
mdofing the Declaration and Refblutions of the 
Urfit^d Iriftimen of Belfaft, and acquainting me, 
that I bad the honour to be admitted a member of 
that pubUc-fpirited fo<^iety% It was my intention, 
to teftify my rtfped by an immediate anfwer. But 
I was uiiaibte to accompany my thanks with fuch 
. remarks on your ioftitution, and theobjedtsof it, as 
1 wifhed to offer. Indeed, Sir, I augur well to 
Ireland from this event ; there is a great day arifing 
to our country ; excnfe me, if I deviate from the 
ftrift line of correfpondence to exult at it. It wa> 
not heretofore difgraceful to have been an Iri(hman, 
becaufe we were ridiculed as uncouth, or calum- 
niated as barbarous. No. Our national cha* 
jra^er was eftimable, with all its eccentricities ;>— 
the mixture of dignified vinue, and honeft impcrr 
ic^.on^ wliich a great writer terms, ** The poefy 
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•« of a noble nature/' But I bluflied, beca6{c we 
permitted ourfclves to be impofed on by (halloW 
artifices. In the exertions of your ipciety I fee aa 
end of this illufion. 

To deprcfs, what were termed its dependencies, 
has been a policy too much praftifed by England* 
The principle has been reprobated by the intelli- 
gent writers of the lifter country, and pronounced 
erroneous, not lefs than vicious. Competition muft 
exift, to encourage induftry, or rather to call forth 
Jatent powers, and exercife the flirewdnefs of in* 
duftrious men ; and it is furely better to place the 
rlvalfhip in a country, whofe fuccefs, if it (hall 
fucceed, is advantageous to the empire, than in 
a foreign ftate of which the wealth and activity 
will ufually be hoPdle ; thus Great Britain lofe$ 
in a double proportion, that which is fubtrafted 
from a friend, and that which is acquired .by an 
.enemy. 

America and Scotland experienced this treat- 
ment, until the former was necefiitated to fever 
itfelf from the empire : and England, dreading a 
difunion of the crowns, and the inconvenience, if 
a hardy and fpirited people (hould form a dif* 
tinft ftate in the illand, purchafed the indepen- 
dence of the latter by ati ample conceffion of 
her commercial advantages. In the former in-^ 
fiance, the danger of this condud is illuftrated ; 
in the latter, ^e have an evidence that the policy 
is erroneous, for the local profpcrity of Scotland 
has not interfered with the welfare of any part of 
England, but on the contrary, has efllentially 
augmented the general flrength and riches of the 
empire. 

The ininifters of England could not have been ig- 
norant that the plan iheypurfued was radically wrong; 
^ur, minifters, although they profefs the contrary, 
iiave one concern in general at hearty as much as tbo 
. performances 
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^performance of their duty. They cbnfidex how they 
may beft retain the power they poflefs, and how 
they may render the exercife of it moft commodi- 
ous ; it is more eafy to be popular in one than in 
both countries, and popularity in England was 
more valuable than here. Miniilers difccrned, and 
took advantage of the antipathy, which from the 
civil wars had remained amongft us ; and leaving 
the Iri(h occupied with the pious care of hating 
and injuring one another, complimented every 
Englifti town with a ponion of our intereft, and 
every Englifli favcwrite with a portion of our fpoil. 
Can we blame them ? When we offered ourfelves 
an eafy prey, it was not to be expeAed that 
ftrangers (hould fuffer the opportunity to efcape, 
and not turn our foolifh facility to their own 
profit. 

It was not ufeful to the Englifh nation, but it was 
convenient to Englifti minifters, perhaps the fault lies 
nearer home, to detain us in this ftate of difunion. To 
accommodate them, we have divided ourfelves into 
diftinft nations. To accommodate them, our country 
has been impoveriftied, our manufaftures fuffered 
to languifti, our peafantry kept in want, fervility, 
;ind ignorance. All political morals have been 
deftroyed ; one party is corrupted by an over-pro- 
portion of power, the other by flavifti fubjeftion. 
Writers, even men of information and talents, have 
difgraced themfelves to compliment the prevailing 
party, by delineating a falfe and hideous pidlure of 
the Catholics. It has been inculcated, that they 
are not amenable to any law, not faithful to any 
engagement, not docile to any government j as if 
it were poffible that a few fpeculative opinions in 
theology, which have no relation to politics, or 
common conduft, ftiould fo confound in an entire 
people, the natural diverfiiies of charadler, that 
without any difference of fanguinary oi: mild^ rafti 
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bt pnicicnt, timid or impetuous, liberal or hitdt* 
ted, they are readly to aittempt the mod atrocliotrt 
crimes, and to undertake the moft perilous enter* 
prizes, and all without the leaft perfonal iritereft; 
nay, in oppofition to every imereft, but merely to 
procure church livings for the clergy, and to gra- 
tify an idle vanity, which none of them, I believe, 
feci, that of procuring the precedence of. their 
Religion, Having touched upon this fubjeft, I 
muft obferve, that the Iri(h Cathojics hold the 
fame fenriments with regard to religious eftabliftt* 
ments, which all men entertain who have experr-' 
eiKed the convenience of having lived without them'* 
The lukewarm would not hazard for the church* 
Men of piety are convinced that an hierardiy, fup- 
.ported by volurttary eoiltribllticfft, ii more adapted 
to the purpofes of religion, than when enervated 
fcy opulence. I make this aflertipn from my per- 
fonal knowledge of the Catholics"; but on a mo- 
ment's confideration, every man will fee that the 
faft is confident with reafon ; the only advantage, 
f if, indeed, a gratification fo frivolous can be cal^» 
led advantage) that the Catholics could hope frotn 
.the legal pre-eminence of their Rfeligion, is^the 
emolumeat of the Clergy, and the public difplay of 
ceremonies. While the Prbteftants continue, what 
they now are, opulent, powerful, and firm in their 
religious principles, fuch an alteration could not he 
procured without commotion; and is it not fup- 
pofing them a race of madmen, to believe, that 
for fuch trivial objedts they (hould interrojjit the 
public harmony, in which, as deeply as any other 
body in the Nation, they are rnterefted ? 

I will alfo remark here, on the general imputa- 
tions thrown out againft the charader of the Irifh 
. Catholics, that befides the hiftorical fa6ts by which 
thefe charges are refuted, there is a circqmftance of 
'internal evidence, amounting in my mind to de- 
ftionftration, which proves them to have been lefs • 

viadidivcj 



( HI ) 

▼indiftive, and lefs^ iiinguinary than any people 
amongft whom foreigners had forcibly obtained 4 
fettlement. Thofc who acoinred property by the 
various Revolutions, inftantly rook poflcffion of 
their eftates, built manfions, and fixQd their refi^ 
denge. Now unlefs they had a complete ccr-» 
taintythat they could Hvcfecure, they would have 
taken the precaution to form villages, or towns, 
or fome mode of aflbciation for common fafcty ; 
as they did not, I concWe the Natives to have 
been, even then, pejaceable and acquiefcing. In 
the reign of Charles the Second, the towns were 
fo depopulated, that very confiderable advantage^ 
vere offfercd tQ tbofc who would confcnt to occupy 
them. 

To return from my djgreffion. Thefe intriguctf 
were not fufficient; ; the Agents, whether foreign or 
domeftic, of this ruinous fyftem, were aware that 
^ little lejfure for refledtion muft retnove our alarms, 
muft teach us that it is no way neceffary to agree in 
at^rufe queftions of theology, in order to purfue 
our common intereft, ?ind the intereft of our 
country, Dedrous of fruftrating the poflibility of 
^commodating our differences, they called in in- 
(ereft to widen the breach which paffion had unfor- 
tunately tnade, and endeavoured to prevent even 
the int^r^ourfe of focial life, which might tend to 
mitigate our animofity. L^ws were enadted againft 
the Catholics, which Proteftants had ftrong temp- 
tations to enforce. Upon the Proteftants was to 
devolve the entire pdium of putting them into ex- 
ecution. When thefe latter had proceeded fo far ' 
as was neceffary to render them hateful to their 
countrymen, to adminiftration was referved the 
grateful du^ty of interfering with a difplay of mode- 
ration, and of announcing to the Catholics, how 
much ihey were indebted to the kindnefs of go- 
vernment for proteAion againft the mercilefs pro- 
fecution of the^r klloyf citizens;. Hence the obfe- 
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qufons jargon which maay Catholics think them-. 
felves bound to ufe ; hence the greatt habits of de-^ 
pendence on government.^ which that people has^ 
contrafted. There is no doubt that the Proteftantt 
pf Ireland did fuffer their Catholic couqtrymen to re- 
ceive great obligations fronxthe executive power. The 
law otPoynings was for many years our fole protec- 
tion. Statutes revolting to humanity were fuppreffed 
by virtue of this power. The operation of the exift- 
ing peaalties was alfo by the crown not a little miti-y 
gated. The government was more wife than the, 
Froteftant people, or its inftigatorst If a dif- 
ferent condud had been purfued, the country muft 
of confequence have been depopulated. Urged 
^s a plea of merit, this moderatioa is, no more than 
what a Highwayman might offer, that he has not 
effcfted all the mifchief he had power to perpe- 
trate ;— what Cicero acknowledged ta Antony, la^ 
tronis beneficium quia me w>n juguhverat. Let it not 
be infiquated that I offer this ftatqmetvt 0,5 reproof j 
I am willing to allow liberally for ihQ unfortunatQ 
fpirit that prevailed in Ireland,, and to pardon even 
thofe who were moft determined enemies, thq 
errors they retract, and atone for* Bvvt whilft I , 
walk with a reconciled friend gver thofe fields which 
our ftrife has deluged with blopd,. (hall we not 
drop a tear at the monuments of our folly ? Ih.all we 
pot look with regret at the pil^s of carnage that re- 
main, and derive from th<^m a faJutary adqiQoitioi\ 
for future conduft J • / 

£very government, eaicept that of IVelanid, en,-^ 
dcavoured to effeft a coalition among its Subjects, 
when divided by the accidental diverfity of lenti- 
ment, origin, or attachment. When the houfe of 
Tudor obtained the Britifti throne, it did not feek 
by ill-timed preferences to perpetuate the antipathy 
of the rival Rofes. Has not the entire reign of 
George the Third been occupied in withdrawing the 
Scotch ftom their prcdiledion to the family of 
z Stuaft .> 
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Stuart ? When the Saxons eftabliflied themfctvea 
in Britain ; when the northern nations overran the 
empire ; when William the Firft conquered Eng- 
land, the viftorious pations incorporating with the 
vanquilhedji manners, races, languages were 
blended. It is now an hundred years fince the 
laft Englilh colony fettled in Ireland, and the 
races could not- early in the prefent century have 
been more divided, t;han at prefent. Much of 
the arcana of thii' (yftem may be feen in Primate 
Boulter's date letters. To prove that it is not en- 
tirely exploded, I refer you to that libel on the 
common underftanding and information of Ireland, 
the catechifm for the ufe of the Proteftant charter 
ichools. Primate Boulter, early in the prefect 
century, fpeaking of the tumult relative to Wood's 
halfpence, fays, *< the worft of this affair is, that it 
^' unites Papifts and Proteftants, and if that recon- 
^* ciliation (hall take place, there is an end to 
<* Englith influence in this country/^- If Engli(h 
influence implies the corrupt rpifrule, which, in the 
days of thac Prelate, harafled Ireland, I truft 
there is little doubt that the prediction will be ve-» 
|-ified. ff he defigned the confederacy of two in^- 
pendent kingdoms, of whom the ftrqngth is united 
ind the intercfts comrrion ; who are fworn to Hand 
or fall together ; even in our days, perhaps, it 
may be found to have been raftily hazarded ; that 
the unity of the empire can be maintained without 
the degradation, of any of its members; that it Inay 
beft be preferved by a good underftanding and 
harmony, not alone between all defcriptions of the 
Jrifli, but between the Briiifh and Irilh People, 
purfuing the fame views, attached to the fame ^-Q.- 
yereign, participating in the fame conftitution^ 

The. declaratipn of the fociety has with pro- 
priety aflertcd, *' we have no national government/' 
But fo.fuccefsfully have defigning men laboured to 
embroil us, that I am compelled to rejoice at the 
Y humi- 
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humiliation of my country. la th« ter»pfr tb^f 
prevailed, it was fortunate wc had been dcpriyed ojf 
our national goyernoaent ; \i the intrigues of Eng- 
land had no5 caufed a divcrfion, ayijd prevented 
the Proteftants frorak obtaining the power they 
might have expeded to enjoy, the ^tuajtion. of the> 
Catholics would h^ve been deplprable ; inft^ad of 
a defpotifm, foftened; by modcra manners, undec 
which they fuffered,^ they woyld, in fome parts of 
Ireland have been reduced to a date ^pt diffj^ringj^ 
widely from domefti<; ftavery. The cafes of thi% 
country have hitherto,, Ijke thofe ojf an ^nquifitiop*^ 
been di^eded to the fuppreflion, of a proft:ribed 
ieft ; and its poKtics limitedi, like thpfe pf a Mor- , 
nailery, to procuring p?oi!elytes* I rejoice that na 
national Govcrngaent es;iftedj and until I fee a,mple 
f cu^i^y- for foiture good conduft given, I Jhal^ 
continue not to r^retj tf^at th^re^ exih not a, national 
Governnment. 

It was a greaj: blefling to Ireland, that the pro- 
je£t of i^efornji produced fome years back in this. 
country was defeated j it would not have removed^ 
corruption, but changed it fronji, bad to worie, and 
ourfituation would have b^en irretrievable, as fub- 
fequent amendments muft have become extremely 
difficuli:. It isi the misfortune of this country, that 
the number of electors bears no proportion to the.. 
population. This reform did not propofe to^ 
increafe the eledors, but lo confer additipnal. 
powers on the pref^nr cxifting bpdy ; th.e ^om.-i 
modity to be bartered would in conf^quence 
have rifen in value, and the temptation to difpofe. 
of it become ftronger. If the Conftituents. were ten- 
fold thei,r prefent number, afts pf protection and 
kindnefs, by which public fpirit is deftroyed>, coul<t 
not be offered to ai,!, and for a fradion, it coulc| 
anfwer no purpofe to unde^tal^e thenji ; in th? prer 
fent ilatc of coiuity rcprefentaiion, in, yain wopid 
couqtry genthmen endeavour to didUte to tKeir re^^ 
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-SrcfetttatSve ;* by the facrifice of a fmall annual futn, 
•hec^n miikc fo triany forty (hillitig freeholders, as 
wili render their exertions ihefftidtual ; thus the 
'conceft is nfot, who (hall beft confult his country's 
intereft in Parliament^ but who can procure the 
greateft number of indigent Pxcxeftants, whom he 
taiay convert into dependent freeholders. Ano- 
ther inconvenience arifes from this {"yftem : the 
fowcr order x>f Roman CathoKcs are difcouraged 
frorh improving, and dilheartentd by the conti- 
nual 'preference Protcftatits of the fame rank obtain 
'over them ; and the fieeliolder becomes indo- 
lent, becaufe he fees an avenUe diiferent from in- 
duftry, by whicti he may attain fome indepen- 
derfce, and a great foperiority of ittiportance above 
fcis fellows. E'quaiifing rights m*uft then produce 
a twofold benefit; diminiilving the vanity of the 
boor Proceftant, and elevating the fpirit of the poor 
Roman Catholics ; it will leave to both but one 
iioneft compctition-^to cultivate and to improve 
kbe country. 

f will illoftrate fiiWe flrongly my aflcrtion, that 
kheplan of reform propofed by Mr. t*lood and Mr. 
ferbwntew^ from the Convention to Parliament, 
■would have produced a great national calamity. A 
^rcion alritady too powerful, when confidercd with 
delation to the reft of the people, was to receive ad- 
tlitional ^ggrandifem'ent. As the influence of 
^e Proteftamts increafcs, their pafli^ns muft be 
IBattered and their intereft gratified, at the ex- 
pience, no doubt, of the remaining inhabitants ; 
tvei^ animdfity tfgainft Catholics muft be hu- 
* tnoured, and while the feds are at Variance, wc 
know fuch animofitics will occur ; without pre- 
ference to an induftrious or improving tenant, 
'every foot of ground at^li valuable would be 
kafed to Proteftants. It was in fad a bill for com- 
pleting ^at that abominable Popery code had left 
' unaccomptiflbtdy (or converting the Caiholic pea- 
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^ntry ihto mere hewers of wood and drawers o( 
water, or hunting them into bogs and mountains^ 
If carried into effeft, it would have proved an 
eternal bar to the cultivation of the country ; nay, 
every landlord would have fgdained a diminutioit 
of his rent-roll. Had the Catholics afted wifely 
at that time, or in the manner I truft they will, if 
a fimilar occurrence fliould again afford occafion ; 
thcjr ought by affiduous application, and a ftrong 
petition to Parliament, to have oppofed the mea- 
fure. - 

But not alone would this projeft have proved 
ruinous to the Catholics ; it was infufficient for the 
t)urpofe dcfigned, and to the Proteftants muft have 
been ufelefs. Boroughs, from dependent, would 
have become vilely corrupt, and the political mo- 
rals of the nation have been utterly fubverted. Let 
me exemplify this affertion, by an inftance which I 
fhall take the liberty to make perfonal, that the 
evidence may be perfpicuous. Let us fuppofe that 
the Duke of Leinfter (whom every friend to Ire- 
land names with honour) poflfefles a power to no- 
minate the reprefentatives of three boroughs. If 
the plan of reform 1 allude to had been accom- 
pliftied, thefe boroughs (hould have been thrown 
open to the Proteftant inhabitants ; that is, each to 
lefs than one hundred perfons. Over fo fmall a 
number, the influence of the original patron would 
jiot have been deftroyed, he would only be oblir 
ged to increafe his afliduity to individuals^, and on 
the whole ^opt a condud of eledioneering flxata- 
gems. If the eledors were compliant, he (hould 
be attentive to gratify their private intereft, and 
thofe of their conneftipns : if rcfradclwry^ by intro- 
ducing additional Proteftant refidents, he could 
counterbalance them, in either cafe the entire bur- 
den falls on the disfranchifed Roman Catholics. 

But grant that the defign bad been accom- 
jpliOied^ and the bnoiroug^ propriety oufted frote 
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his Influence, it does not follow that the cleddr 
who obtained thefe new powers, would be rendered 
more virtuous by the acquifition : as happens in 
^fome inftances "under your own infpedlion, the vo* 
'icrs being neither fufficicntly opulent to refift cor* 
ruption, nor fufficiently numerous to render indi- 
vidual venality immaterial, reprefcntation would 
become the eafy prey of gentlemen, who hire a feat 
in Parliament in order to retail the ufe of it. And 
thus in the room of one honourable perfon^ whofc 
paffions, principles, and intereft can never differ 
effentially from thofc of his country, there would be 
fix fupple courtiers, without paflion, principle, or 
intereft, except their perfonal and temporary emo* 
lumcnc Such muft be effeft of every reform of 
which the bafis is not injpartial liberty ; and fo may 
every projedl perilh, of which the objeft is not the 
difFufion of equal rights through every defcription 
t)f amenable citizens ! • 

It is not alone that thefe meafures were inade- 
quate, to procure the welfare of Ireland ; I have 
ftrong doubts, as to the propriety of any oppofi- 
lion to Government, unlefs the intereft of the Ca- 
tholics be included. Who are thefe prefumptuous 
men who venture to appoint limits for the tide of 
public fpirit, and arrogantly exclaim, **. So far 
*' (halt thou go, and no further?" I will not 
pronounce their copduft criminal, 1 am fure it 
is injudicious. Without defigning the greateft 
good of the greateft number, the only motive by 
which refiftance to eftabliftied order can be jufti- 
fied, they interrupt the confidence that ftiould fub« 
fift between fovereign and fubjeft ; as if to decof 
the Catholics into iedition they pompoufly detail 
this advantajges of liberty, and teach us to prize as 
. ineftimable, that which they are refolvcd not to 
communicate ; and this conduft is pradlifed in a 
country, in which the individuals of the profcribed 
party muft encounter the frown of authority, and all 
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knc infolence of office, when they ufe the coiiiriidil 
rights, and claim the commoQ bene (its of a frec^ 
fubjed:. It is not coniiftem to upbraid adminiftraciotl 
with mifcondudt, whilH the accufers are guihy of 
flagrant injud^Ice, and ufurp the tnrthright of their 
fellow citizens. It is not politic lo agitate the queP 
tion of privilege before three millions of (peclators 
irrevocably predettined to llavery by the political 
combatants. It is not hioneft to harafs the country, 
and impede the, operations of Government, for the 
convenience of a minority. If two thirds oF the na* 
tioi^ be inCoiilpetent to enjoy freedom, thofe who 
xemain, fubmitting to the ftroke of fate which af- 
^(gned to theoi fuch unworthy company,' (hould 
iHdopt the caufe of Government with its incroacK- 
•ments and expenditures*; every popular ha* 
.rangue, every feftival of freedom, every comme- 
moration to liberty, is Brute dortnis to the Roman 
Catholics, of Ireland. 

i have been prolix in this difcuffion, but I could 
•fiot better ej^prefs my grateful fenfe of the honour 
.done me by the fociety, than by endeavburing ti* 
expofe the whole extent of the evil you propofe 
to remedy. The accidental antipathy of vn& 
great parties ^is endeavoured to be laid down, dA 
a vice inherent in their refpeAive natures. Be- 
caufe political prejudices once exifted between us^ 
(and I hope I have not failed in tracing them td 
their real origin,) it is infinuated that they muft bd 
. of necefiity imniqrtai. Aji the «ra of the reformsp* 
. tiop, the well-known circumftances of the refdrina* 
\\Qtk itfelf, envdiomed the diflfent^ which might 
have ptiierwife been innocent. The civil wars, iri 
. this country, prolonged the diifention. But in the 
name of God, why ftiould difference on ^ queftioil 
of religion, more than on a controverted point of 
roetaphyfics or philofophy, be introduced into po- 
litics ? Attentive, only to the points oh which we 
4re at variance, (hall we never recoiled the innu- 
merable 
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pierable articles On which we tqgwe, ^and look on 
the gofpel as a covenant of union, ^not mi^Sbsnal 
fource of heart-burnings, of difcord, and mifcry ?— • 
No; ftatefmen make of the facrcd writings tibc 
ufe as that was formerly upbraided to eccliiiaftics ; 
^* Th^y call down Heaven to divide the earth.*** 
And they receive Icdur^s which they might bluflii 
to merit, from that order of men h<^retofore defied 
in this country, the Roman Catholic Clergy. 

It is vajnly imagined that the disfranchifement 
of the Catholics is the fecurity of the eftabliOiment. 
The Catholics can fcaicely be expeded to look 
with patience on the church, when, beHdes the 
pther inconveniencies, they are informed that its 
exiflence is connected with their bondage. If thejr 
poflefled every right and advantage the country 
affords, fave only ecclefiaftical revenues, they cer^ 
tainly could not b$ fuppofed (b infane as to embit>il 
thp date, when, confidcringthe power of England, ' 
and the ftrengih of the other fefts, they never 
could hope to fubftitute their own to that now ef- 
tabli(hed. The privation of rights is again mif- 
taken for the c^ufe oi their fubjedion, it is in faft 
ihe effeiSl ; there is a remote caufe, the Catholics 
pf Ireland did not think. It was a wife precaution 
to deprive them of the meaqs of information ; but 
that precaution is now to a certain degree eluded. 
His Majefty*s Minifters have it for their confidera^ 
fion, what means they will devife to perpetuate the 
flaycry of a people, who have learned their impor- 
tance \n the date, who have begun to communi- 
cate with each other on the fnbjeft of their grie-. 
yances, and in expreffiqg their fentiments to ufe the 
|Veedom of the prefs, a remnant which accidentally 
efcaped ir^ the general havoc of their privileges. 

* An ^xprcffiop latdy ufed in a chaqty fcrmon, by the 
Rev. Mr. Conblty} an amiable and eloquent Roman Catholic 
l^IerxySJaa of th js qty, 

* ^ ^ * The 
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The Irilh Catholics have ceafed to cxifl: for thk 
mere purpofe of profeffing loyalty and paying- 
laxes. I repeat it again, the Iriih Catholics have: 
fxercifed their underftandings ; they have thought 
in the weal^ addr^ffes that have been impofed oa 
individuals 3 thfy have refled^d in the fpiritcd 
9laim of rights^ which thefe add rifles extorted 
from every quarter of the kingdom. Thofe who 
|iov7 enjoy th^ fmileof a court, as well as thofe whor 
pieet thq frown of authority, and who defpife it,^ 
bave alike beetx taught their political importance., 
The very difquflion whidh tI\of^ genUemea provor 
^ed, w^acail tl\emfclvesthe frienclsof Adn^iniftrar- 
Uon, willj in t;he end^^ accQmpliflx the emancipa- 
tion of the Catholics. Indruded as they haye beeni^ 
^y this controverfy, it will only be npceljary t;o dif- 
g,bufe t;Ke d^lqdcd, th^ will readily difcern their 
real intere(^. Even the injudicious attempts lately 
niade to. procure a furrendei: of ^beir ren;>aining 
rights, will endea^r to them the fcanty relic of theiR 
father's frecdoni, the liberty of the prefs, thft righj 
of remon.ftrance> the privilege of difauffion ;. enr- 
trenching within ihefe, th^y will appeal to. theif 
countrymen, for witho4.it your a,id their eman.cipar 
tion can never be effedlqd^ They wijl not be de- 
terred by the fenfelefs how| of fediiion ; but let not^ 
their enemies cheriQi the idea that they will marr 
their fair profpe^ts by any giddy tumujr* There is, 
is too much good fcnfe in the Iri(h Catholics tQ 
make an attempt, which, they arc incompetent i(>. 
accompli(h, and which, if they did fucceqd, would 
only lay wafte that conftiiution, in which they cai) 
acquire, without commotion, a valuable; inlieri- 
tance. But we will reft upon R,cm.onftrance the Suc- 
cedaneum for force which a free conftitution offers. 
Upon difcuffion, a middle point, between fubmif- 
fign to. grievances, and exertions ro redrefs theii>: 
the enemies of Ireland (hall ^^ heat daggers, thongk 
•>. not feel them/' Good fenfe will at length tri- 
umph. 
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umph over bigotry^ and every Iri(h Proteftant^ as 
he loves freedom himfelf^ will countenance the 
honed efforts of his countrymen to obtain it. Flap- , 
ping away thofe of \i\% Majejfy*s petty officers^ who 
beftow the appellation of Rabble upon a gallant 
people^ the Crown will liflen to us^ craving as a 
boon, a portion of that liberty defigncd by Heaven, 
the common benefit of its creatures^ and ofiering n 
friendfliip folicited in vain by every alien nation, 
referved for the faftidious rejection of our country^ 
Adminiftration will liften to the voice of the fub* 
(lantial people of Ireland pleading their own 
grievance, and the mifery of their brethren. If 
virtuous, it will refpedt property diffufed ; from 
that date the greateft number of indudrious fubjedta 
receive employment. It will attend, if wife, to 
that order of men who produce mod Revenue, and 
whofe influence is mod extenfive. If my prophecy 
be accompliflied, that an energy of chara^er is 
now rifing amoQg the Irifli Catholics, the period of 
their emancipatipn is not far didant. Whatever 
degree of fuccefs await our labours ; whatever may 
be the event of our expodulation, to your fociety 
and your citizens we mud ever look with grati* 
tude; we mud ever recoiled, that, for the firft 
commiferation of our date, for the fird admonition 
to amend it, we are indebted to you, our fpirit^ 
and philofophic countrymen. \] 

I have honour,Nkc* 

Puhlin^ %%d January^ ^79^ 

Robert Simms, Efq, 
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THE political fpcctilators of the prefcnt age ap- 
pear to have divided themfelvcs into two feds ; 
of tbefe, the one eftimates very highly, tlie other 
moderately, the good qualities of our fpecies ; the 
former, apparently convinced that honeily, ju& 
fice, and temperance conflitute the outlines of the 
fatiman cbarader^ incline to think, that we cannot 
be too little controuled ; the latter, obferving bowr 
frequently thefe virtues are mixed with ao alloy^ 

* This eflay was written at a time when tiamy republkaa 

f)rinciples were circulated in Ireland, under the pretext of Far* 
iamentary Reform, A fociety in Dublin prorefliDg that th« 
charadter of a citizen and foldier ought to be blended, pub^ 
IMied an exhortation to the pedple, to revive the Voluatdcr 
tnilitution ; and the Belfafl Northern Star, a paper at that time 
much read, did not fcruple to hold out the abolition of taxes, 
lis a configquence ef the reform, and an encouragement to un^ 
dertake it. It wa» at the fame time currently taught, that wi£r 
dom not being heridituyt Ihs Crown and Pecni|e were u^ 

are 
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ure delirous to provide for the poflible operation of 
the kindred foibles. The firft are fond to refer 
whatever does not coincide with their ideas of rights 
to the vice of fyftems and wickednefs of rulers ; the 
fecond, admitting that fuch accufations may be, 
and often are, >yell founded, attribute general ef- 
fects to geoeraJ caufes ; . human focieties, like him 
of whofe nature they partake, are not deftined for 
perfection, and like him, are confounded in inco- 
herency when they purfue it. With the former, 
all arrange themfelvcs whofe fcope of obfervalion is 
not very cxtenfive, all who have thought little and 
not profoundly. In this clafs alfo, a benevolent man 
may find himfelf, efpecially if he (hould happen to 
be alfo a man of not much refleftion. But tender- 
nefs is not always the charafteriftic of this feft of po- 
liticians ; fevere to thofe below, refradory to thofc 
above him, the public fpirit of the Republican is 
pot unfrequently animated by envy ; his dclire of 
equality feldom reaches lower than his own rank ; 
his reluftance to acknowledge a fuperior is fome*^ 
times, rather inconfiftently, combined with a repug- 
nance to renounce his own pre-eminence. With 
the latter defcription, we ufually difcern thofe who 
having read, obfervcd, and inveftigated minutely, 
perceive the prefent, rather a clofe reprefentatioa 
©f paft ages, and that the page of hiftory, like thef 
theatre of politics, is tarniflied by depravity. Thefe 
latter are willing to ftrike a compromifc, facrificing 
barren rights for produftive happinefs. Aware 
that we muft be governed, they think the manner 
of governing a fecondary confideration. So faf 
they certainly are right. To enjoy the advantages 
of order, is the mod important of all privileges* 
Liberty is valuable as it arifes, not as it recedes 
from it. A mode of government may be had, but 
an alteration, defigned to improve, may. be ftill 
worfe. Although fpecious in its prefent operation, 
the remote and collateral effeds may be deftruc^ 

tiv^ 
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tive. There is a period at which, without rule or 
precept, men will refift, — when their perfonal fafcty, 
and the enjoyment of property, have become preca- 
rious. But where a Government is tolerable, and 
the lecurity it affords complete, extraordinary modes 
of oppofition (hould not be recurred to j its dcfcdts, 
and the probable remedies of them, are fubjedls for 
fpeculation. When well afcertained, they are to be 
propounded. No man can fay, that in the confti- 
tution we live under, any reafonable propofition can 
be fuppreffed. Indeed, no reafonable propofition 
can under our conilitution be finally rejeded. 

Coercion is the power intrulled to the ftate 
againftthefubjefti Refiftance to the fubjeft againft 
the magiftrate : To either there is a term, beyond 
which the firfl is Tyranny, the fecond Anarchy. An 
eminent writer has laid down a very accurate dif* 
tin6tion, when he teaches, that the means Ihould 
be proportioned to the end, to the urgency of grie- 
vance and the advantage of the remedy. In a 
country confifting not of military clans, ciafually 
collected together $ but of citizens cultivating the 
arts of peace, mental refinement, trade and profef-» 
Son, the abufe muft be enormous, which can jut 
tify the overt aft of interrupting order : the fum of 
taxes impofed, the degree of influence in the crown, 
the number of privileges enjoyed by the fubjeft, the 
appropriation of revenue, are very proper lubjefts for 
parliamentary invefligation ; but no irregular difpo- 
fition, Ihort of oppreffive extravagance, authorifcs 
the diffolution of fociety. When the ftate is the ob- 
je6t of hoftility,the citizen ends where the foldier com- 
mences. The right of difcuflion, that middle term 
between refiftance and fubmiflion, is the great ad- 
vantage of our free conftitution ; to ftep over this re- 
fource, and appeal to arms, refembles the folly of a 
tnan, who being at variance with his neighbour about 
the boundary of a field| ihould infift on fighting 

him 
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him until either fell, rather ihan bring their pret^n* 
fions into a court of juftice. 

That every citizen who has property to defend, 
fiKHiId er^oy the full means of protefting ir» is in* 
difputable i but the propriety of publicly regimen-' 
ling» forms another quedion^ which n^uft be deci^ 
4ed by circufndaiKcs ; it may be laudable^ innor 
cent, or criminal, A grea^ deal depends upon the 
charafter of the perfons,. who chufc this mode of 
recreation. At any rate, they are fit obgc«5ls for 
police infpcftion* But I controvert moft decidedly 
the pi^opo6cion> * which of l^fie has beea advanced,^ 
that it is proper or eiTeotial to commit the fafegu;ird 
of the country, folely to citizens. Thofe who af- 
funoe the mixed charafter, neceflarily become either 
bad citizens, or bad foldiers ; probably both, if 
they live together fo much, and for fuch length of 
time, as to acquire the habits of obedience which 
conftitute difcipline, they cannot purfue any other 
occupation, and are loft to the public induftry : if 
they do not> difciplined invaders will overmatch 
them. A fmall ftanding army, recruited from the 
people, and officered from the gentry of the king- 
dom, anfwers both purpofes more eiFeftually. Its 
compofitiori leaves no apprehenfions to juft liberty j 
it fecures kiiure for peaceable purfuits> and peace- 
able enjoyments i and the numbers who drop con-- 
tinually off into private lifc» prefcrvc ia the natioQ 
no inconfiderable degree of martial fpirif. This th^ 
qoaint jargon, publilbcd in the name of the Society 
of United Iiiftimen, denominates *^ SeduSlion'' I 
conceive the trade of a foldier to be alike effencial as 
that of a (boemaker. It is a part of the divifion of 
labour, upon which the fabric oi civil focicty is raifed, 
and by the exiftence of it we are enabled to become 
^ commercial ftate, not a military Republic. The 
Gentlemen who fuggeft this latter, as an improve* 
fne«t of oyr condition, may be admirably fitted to 
fifing together, OSyxn and Qfcar, and Carrol and 
I Conalj 
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Cbnal, " on the hills of woody Morven ;" nnfortU- 
hately they have come a few hundred years too lat^ 
into the world. The doftrine is only calculated for 
that ftate of fociety, or for another, from whence it 
feems to have been collefted, . the little tribes of 
armed banditti who conftituted the Republics of 
antiquity, or perhaps for thefe more modern barba- 
rians, the rdtaihers of the feudal Bardns. 

It has fretjuentiy been afferted, that the voice of 
the people does not catry fufBcient weight, knd at 
J)refent the affertion i^ hot much controverted; 
Thofe who will candidly recur to the reai caufe of 
this inconvenience, will find the Vemedy not intri- 
cate. The name of people was detiiied to a majo- 
r?ty of the nation; the public voice thiis languidj 
neither procured attention nor deferved ih If we 
could reconcile to ourfelvts to fet afide the religious 
denominatidni to Call the Catholic enfranchifmient, 
reform, and t6 confider it merely as adding a num* 
bcr of independent mtn to the body of electors; wfc 
Ihould perceive this meafure nearly adequate to re* 
inove the dcfeih The amendment propofed in 
England by Mr. Flood, which was admitted to havfe 
been the moft unexCeptidnabte ever fubmittcd to 
Parliamenti was not more extenfive. It indeed did 
not go fo far, it did not recruit the eleftive body in 
corporations. Many defire a greater extent of alte- 
ration ; fomfc who laft year thought the Catholics not 
fufficieritly inftrutfted to be admitted to the old Con- 
ftitution, arc willing at prefent to turn them adrift 
into the wilds of Democracy. 

If the influence of the people be increafed, th^ 
of the Crown ought not to be dinriiniflied i for thu^ 
doubly to affail the royal authority, converts the 
kingdom immediately into a Republic ; by teaching 
every man to feek his importance principally, if not 
folcly from the people, the third tft^Cte, hurried 
klori^ by the animated ambition of candidates for 
diftiniSion, muft fpccdily bVerpoWer both the Crown 
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and Peerage, and the country Is mean ikhUe rci^-i 
dcrcd fubjcft to all the ftofi^nnis rf ternpeftuous com- 
petition. We ought rather to take an option be- 
tween the meafurcs. Althodgh there bt not a nna- 
jority continually to councerad the coort, a fituationt 
tinder which no Government could exift$ yet if 
P'arliament confift of Ibme, who indebted for thei^ 
polititail exiftence to public f&vour^ can never ton- 
trovert the poblic opinion; and of others, who 
from paflidn ^ill oppofe and inveftigace ^ and of a 
third clafs, whofe fortunes are involved fo deeply in 
the fate of the crtintry, that they are not likely trf 
confent to a ruinotis propo&I ; the nation cannot be 
in better hands, and there h sl certainty that k will 
not ftiffcr material detriment. The practice of ottr 
conftitution Will then eftabHih a fufficient controul 
to fectrre Liberty, without becoming too boifterous 
to incommode Commerce. It appears to me moft 
defedi ve, that there are not Merchants in Farlianient,* 
who, as well by their influence as information, could 
protcd the trading intcreft. 

If the amiable, unfortunate[Louis XVL had fallenf 
by affaflination, princes might have trembled at the 
example j but the fdemn perterfion of juftice under 
which he was murdered, bears intimidation from 
the palace to the cottage. He died merely becaufe 
the name and office of king had fallen into difre- 
pute, and under pretences, which, if there had 
even been a colour for puniflimenty muft be admit- 
ted unjuft, becaufe when the fads were committed, 
both the name and office promifed him inviolability. 
If particular fituations are faffcred to be regarded as 
a crime, it may become a popular fafhioo, or a po- 
pular phrenzy that rent is unlawful, and a .man may 
be hanged becaufe he had fucceeded to the inheri- 
tance of his father^ and levied the produce of it. 
Who is fecure, when neither paft prejudices, nor 
paft aSt&ion, nor ftation, nor integrity, nor yet the 
|yublic faith Iblcmnly pledged, can cnfure protei- 
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jfion ? Sanguinary men, placed beyond their expec- 
tation, indulged' their yanity in infolcnce to their 
royal mafter. It was the good Antonio in the gripe 
pi Shylock. Pedants in power, confounding the 
cxercife of authority with the abufe of it, imagined 
that Louis nrjvft have been what they read that Nero 
was, and murdered him on fpeculation ; as the poet 
Cinna was flain frpm jthe refemblance of his name to 
that of Caef^r's enemy. His crime was to have beeo 
born to a throne^ Any perlbn in Europe would 
have accepted the condition as a boon of Provi- 
dence; his perfecutors fearched his cofiduft for 
frimes, finding him inqocent, they called him ty- 
rant, and killed him* This total fubverfion of 
right and equity in France may be traced to two 
faufesi i^rft, by eictending political rights, and 
above all, the right of interTerence to men withouf: 
propef ty, the order of fociety is exaftly inverted j 
leyery fpan is powerful in proportion as he is defpe- 
rate. The firft could not long fubfift without the 
ieconfJ, the fntire populace of the country is embo- 
died in arms, piven that order which now riots in 
jhe fruit of cofpcpotion, derives from it little advan- 
tage : it has only a prefent arid a precarious enjoy- 
ment \ when ?k fetdcment Ihall take place, the pQ- 
{)ulace mijft returr^ to its original condition in a ru- 
ne4 country, y/ith depraved charadlcrs and frames 
f nprvated. The four years which France has wafted 
in purfuing the yiiion of pcrfeaipn, have produce^ 
more general defolation and individual calamity, 
than wa$ pccafioned by the defpotifm of the prece- 
ding century, apd the evils have xxot been mixed 
with any article of public or p;|vate confolation. 
When it is replied^ ;hat all |his cannot be avoided 
in the courfe <>f great political changes, \ am ia- 
d^cedl from the jurafication to ponclu^e againft Re-. 
volutions in general, and to fubmit to the evils I 
|cnow, rather than to embark in a courfe of d^fpe- 
rate remedy, of which none 9an determine the end 
A a % w 



OP confequences. The Revolution accompHA^ la^ 
England in 1688, was commendable; it was con- 
formable to the univerfal wifti, and produced (fo^ 
far as related to that Hingdam) little undeferved in- 
convenience, The abolition qf defpotifm in France 
Hands under the fame apology ; if the farther altera- 
tions which have taken pla^e in that unhappy coun- 
try were right, which 1 am far from thinking, they, 
y^ere not worth the purchafe paid for them. 

*' Upon queftions of reform, the hab^it of reflec- 
*.^ tion to. be encouraged^ is a fober comparifon of 
^' the conftitution under which we live, not with 
^* models of fpeculative perfcftion, but with the ac-' 
^\ tual chance of obtaining a better. This turn o^ 
" thought will generate a political difpofition, equally 
*/ removed from that puerile admiration of prefen^ 
*^ eftabliftiments, which fees no fault, and can en- 
** dure no change, and that diftempered fenfibility, 
" which is alive only to perceptions of inconveni- 
*^ ency, and is too impapent to be delivered froni 
*^ uneafinefs which it feels, to compute either the. 
V peril or experience of thq remedy. Political in- 
*^ novations commonly produce many efFefts, be- 
" fide thofe that are intended. The dir^ftconfequence 
\^ is often the lealt important. Incidental^ remote^ 
*' or unthought of evils frequently exceed the good' 
^^ that is defigned, or the evils that are forefeen." 1 
tranfcribe from Archdeacon Paley this fenfible 
counfel, it is applicable to this country, arid the neg- 
\tdL of the precept has transformed Mn Paine from 
a good political writer into an incendiary. He ha,s 
minutely inveftigated, and expofed in an exaggera- 
ted pi6ture, the natural imperfedtions of limiteci 
monarchy : a Iblitary obfervation refute? him ; that; 
affemblage of foibles which he' depreciates, has ef- 
tabliftied public apd private happinefs in England. 
His bpafted fyftem ofperfe^ion has deluged France, 
with mifery. The infant, upon whom art and 
^nxiety have been e;thaufted, often rifcs into aduU 
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jige, feeble and valetudinary. The pbjedt of the 
French Revolution fhould have been to have fecurcd 
the poor from the oppreflion of their fuperiors^ 
This event was accompliflied when the reprefc'nta- 
tives of the people had organifed chemfelves in^o a 
l3ody, regular in its feffion and proceedings^ 
Beyond that point, all innovations have been aii 
idle, wanton* and prodigal expenditure of huniaa 
happinefs. 

The mode of elefting members of parliament iq 
this kingdom is poffibly fufceptible of improvement^ 
but furely military aflbciations for the purpofe can* 
xiot be commendable. Thofe who aflbciate may* 
as they aftually did a few years back, happen to 
light on a very ruinous plan of alteration. And 
even if the mode they adopt be wife^ there is more, 
of mifchief in the precedent of arming when wc 
plcafe, and carrying political queftions by the bay- 
onet, than there can poffibly be good in the propo- 
fed amendment. A fimilar principle applies againft 
Conventions. If we could fummon a Convention 
\\kc a parilh veftry, it might be a commodious 
mode of collefting the public fentiment. At home, 
the effect of the proceeding is, to prefcnt to thd 
lower orders a profpedl; of alteration 5 abroad we are 
confidered in a difturbed and precarious condition. 
The firft injures the police, the fecond the reputa- 
tion of the country. Whilft like England, during 
the confufion of the Saxon Heptarchy, the land is 
parcelled into diftinft nations, it becomes incapable 
6f exertion. Let us reficft for an inftant, that we 
are not an aggregation of hunters, favages, or (hep- 
herds ; but a people in an advanced ftate offociety, 
defirous of fecurity and happinefs, both incompa- 
tible with thefe tumultous proceedings. Wq arc 
members of a commercial country, but commerce 
or manufafture cannot run, if the entire people be 
kept ftar-gazing oh political phenomena. We are 
ambitious to cultivate foreign trade, but'WeK:ai^ 
\ neither 
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peithcr have credit nor connexions out of the king- 
dom, if ftrangers perceive ^n^ong us four or five 
rival governments ready to wage war one with the 
other. The mercantile intereft is the foul of public 
profperity. Gentlemen who ^mqfe themfelvds witl^ 
politics, ought to take thel^ circumftances under 
their confideration. 'As the frogs in the fable cau- 
tioned the fchool boys, who difturbed their pond i 
" what is fport to them, riiay be death'* to their 
fellow citizens. We are a commwial, not ^ mili- 
tary ftatej and the injury QCcafioned,firftby reniering 
the credit of the country precarious, an(l then bydi-f 
verting the people from their induftry, arc tenfold 
|he mifchiefs which could be inflifted by the moft 
corrupt court, and the moft profligate Earliamcnt. 
Jt fcems to be a good deal forgotten in the rage 
for conftitution-making, that the moft valuable pri- 
vileges are peace and fecurity, the certainty that 
your property, and all the advantages you enjoy, are 
indifputably your own, and will be tranfmi^ted ii^ 
the order you defire. 

From obfcrvations on the means of redrefe em- 
ployed, the tranfition is natural to the grievances 
which are to be remedied* In arguing thefe quef- 
tions, let me be undcrftood not to derty, that the 
influence of the people in Parliament ought to be 
enlarged, and that the extenfion of this influence is, 
extremely compatible with the proper balance of*- 
power neceflary to be prcferved in order to avert the 
^vils of Republicanifm. The exclufion of the Ca- 
tholics from the privileges of the conftitution, is a^ 
great grievance, and many other ftill greater grie- 
vances fpring from it. Until this be redrcflfed, it is 
vain to fcek for improvement of any kind in Ire- 
land i the emigrations to foreign fervice , the caft 
^f difljpation, the idlenefs, the inclination to petty^ 
anfurrcdions, imputed to our national charac- 
ter, arc all occafioncd by either the paft gr prefent 
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bppreffions of this fyftem. This evil,* wc riiif 
venture to pronounce, removed j from the enfran- 
chifemeot of the Catjioli.cs many new relations will 
ariie; it would feem to me judicious to oblerve the 
efiefts of thcfc, before we proceed further, Thenc 
are arguments, which without complimenting the 
force of them, one finds it difficult to anfwer ; of 
this kind is a late afTertion, that admitting the Ca- 
tholics to the right of voting, would only fender 
bad worfe, and furniih a greater number to be cor- 
rupted. If there be corruption in our fyflem of 
ele£tion» it proceeds not from any defed in the fyf- 
tcta itielf I when the independent men of evcrf 
country are admitted to vote, the very circumftancc 
which increafes the number of perfons to be influ- 
Oiced, diminifhes the vahie of thofe who are willing 
to be fo. If flill the praftice of the confiitution falls 
Ihort of public advantage, every man who feels the 
inconvenience, will naturally exert himfelf to re- 
move it. From the errors whicH have taken place, 
when the people was imperfeftly conftituted, it is 
lK)t to be inferred, that like confequences will enfuc 
in future. 

The taxes of Ireland, even compared with its 
hieans, are lower than thofe of any other country.' 
There are certain expenccs which muft always be 
neceflarily incurred. Thefe are leflTened by our con- 
nedion with Great Britain. If we had not the pro- 
teftion of a navy, our vefTcls, could not keep the fca. 
The corfairs of Algiers, or any other pirates, would, 
not only pillage our traders, but cut the fbips out cf 
our very harbours. Without confuls and ambaffadors 
to affcrt the interefts of our merchants, wherever 
their goods were landed, they would be fubjeft to 
oppreffion. If we had not a regular military eftab- 
lilhment, we (hould be expofed to predatory incur- 

^ Lord Hobart's bili had not pafled at the time of this pub-' 
Ecation. 
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Motis bf foreign marauders, and to the (allies of dcf* 
|)erate banditti at home. Such was the pifturt* 
which Europe exhibited before the formation of ar* 
hiies and navies ; the woHd was in a ftate of war- 
fare i the fea covered with favage pirates i every na- 
tion expofed to the ravages of ad\^enturers, fdreigh 
znd domeftic. If civil fociety be good, the pro- 
tcftions of civil fociety are ncceflary. The advan- 
tages of civil fofciety arei leifure for the cultivation 
of our riiinds, and peace Tor the advancements df 
bur forturies i in bbth; feCurity ; but among thfe 
blunders of Ireland for the laft half century, it wafs 
iattempted to work the conftitutidn without the moft 
cflential part of the machine j to make liberty circd- 
late through the land, when the vitilorg^n, a people, 
had been forcibly torn from it. 

We muft befidcs, at Icaft while we are emuloifs 
6f affluence and refinement, have magiftrates fdr 
whom fuppdrt is neceffary. All thefe expenditures 
depend on the colleftion of revenue, the expencedf 
Which is to be defrayed; the whole muft be placed uri- 
der the fuperintendence of minifters, whofe appoint- 
Wents ought to render them fupcrior to the tempta- 
tion df treachery Cr nieannefs. All this is necef- 
fary, and all this we have much cheaper than ariy 
country in the world. 

The dangers of this age feem to impend rather 
from the people than the monarch. Monarchy, 
exactly poifed, as is that of England, is highly eftf- 
mable. It has all eminent writers on its fide. But 
it has more, a double experience juftifics it j that of 
England, in which it has produced great goodj 
that of every other form of government, none of 
which have ever procured permanent and radical 
happinefs. The oppreflions of abfolute monarchy, 
' the convulfions of democracy, conftitute alike the 
panegyric of the Englilh Conftitution. The recent 
events of France inftruft us, that the prafticc as 
well as the theory is valuable. It is not iuifiGiehc 
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teat there We, a king, the throne will totter unlcfs hy 
the means of influence. With which he is inVeftcd; 
many are taught to look to the Monarch with ex- 
^ftation and gratitlidc ; hence the ncceffltyofA 
very extcnfive Datrona^e. •,Unlefs he be decorated 
with fupcrior dignity, opulent nobles will oiitlhino 
)iim in the public eye, and become his competitors; 
hence the utility or a mbft fplendid reVentie j and 
jtherc falls orte of Rilr', )?ainc^S chief jarguments fiar 

Sepublicanifm, that the funftibnsbif the Executivfc 
[agiftrate are difcharged ih Ahlerica, at an ex* 
pence fo much inferior to that incurred 6n the fame 
iccpurit in England. Whjen Mr, Paine rates at 
20,000!. per innuni, the expence of the c^utivb 
governAicnt, Ms ftafcment iS unfair; 'he fliould 
nave taken into the account all the ialaries p^id 
)throjighout the United Provinces, and to fercigi 
amballadoris. The (different value of nribncy in »• 
ihec country is alfo to be eftimated, ahd the habi- 
tual frugality of that, com^arbd with the habitual 
jprofution of this, iiati6h. AH thefc circiiniflrancda 
confidercd, it will appear that the prcfident of Ame- 
rica has a mioft princely cftablifhmenr, vaftly fupc*- 
rior to that of Ithe firft executive tnagiftratc in Irc?^ 
tand. The difproportion which the Population df 
America bears to the extent of Territory, leaves pro- 
perty a$i yct.prettjir eaually divided; The citizert, 
whom the choice of nls tountry ilinfimonis to prcJ- 
ii^e, is> by the tirCumftances of the feledtioni ffif- 
Jiciently elevated above his fellows; In the rtiorc 
'advanced ftate of fodcty, ^hich has 'taken place in 
Europe^ many are raifed by their afflucntc above 
the law; for the public it is nece0ary that they 
ifhouid have a Paramount. Save only thefc colla- 
teral and incidental circumftanccs, arinrig from the 
fituation of the rifpeftive countries, the executive 
governments df England or America need hot be 
tated higher than that of Botany Bay^ in which, the 
fluty is more ftvcre and worfc rccompenftd than in 
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tithtth put Sovereign is provided Jixrith an ampfe 
revenue^ not bccaufe he difcharges certain func-^ 
rionst but m order co enable him to difcharge them 
cficftually* 

The influence of the Crown fo much complained 
cf^ is perhaps the j^eatcft and moil certain tounda* 
lion both of happinefs and freedom. The King 
never can continue the cypher, which powers with* 
out influence render himi either popular leaders 
will dethrone him, or he will league with the very 
Opulent cidzens againfl: the freedom of the people* 
In either cafe, the refult is an unfettled government^ 
fatal to property, deftrudive to trade, fiibverfiveof 
civilization and trantjuillity. The King, by his 
fituation and inviolability, fliould be conlecrated^ 
and fet apart far above all his fubje&s ; odierwife 
die envy which pre-eminence exgites, would expofe 
likli to eternal and innumerable difficulties, and 
compel him in his own defence to become fe* 
vere, crafty, and vindiftive. I confider the French 
in the murder of their king^ to have finned as mudi 
againfl: fociety by the violauon of this rule, as againft 
.morality and juftice by the atrocious bartxiri^ of the 
a^on* The gitat advantage of an executive ma* 
Riftrate^ lupremc^ dignified, and hereditary, bdng^ 
Uiat tiy means q( tnefe very circumftances^ tte 
pubUc tranquillity may be preierved from the cabak 
and tumults of unbridled ambition, anitpated by the 
poflibility of attaining that condition, which as it is 
iupremcj is alio mof^ envied, tinlefi he receive the 
means of proteding himielf from intrigue, the de- 
jGgnation is fruftratedi he is elevated, but that he 
may fall in the firft dorm. Here the Ccbfliituting 
Ailemhly of France erred egregioufly> it pared 
the royal I^ion to the quick ; the ndble animal 
thus dcfencelefs, was hunted by, blood hounds to 
(d^b^d^ion. 

To our Peerage it ha§ been objefted that wiiQom 
is not hereditary : if the choice in popular eledlions 
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were often diit£ted to the moft wife, there might be 
plaofibitity in the argument ; but here, as in moft 
other ca&s, theoretic promife falls fbort of jmc-* 
tfcal performance. From banilhed Ariftides, to 
Burke decried, and Flood neglefted, how ieldona 
has the popular voice been juft and gnlteful i^ The 
combat oi malignitj i^^inft merit is proverbial « 
the firft is the moft £iire criterion of me fecond. 
There is no point upon which men lefs agree than 
upony the degree ot eftimation to be allotted to a 
contempmry. ^ To dofe the argument, ictus look 
aroundi in one inftance, this countiy can boaii: itfelf 
^uft ; but how many otners may be o^fed of giddy 
ii^^enefted preference, even where influence oueht 
^eaft to be expeAed i It ceruinly ts eflencial th^c 
tl^ere ifaould be in public life much intefiigencen 
and much talen( ; but it is moft fafe, that property 
predooHnf^e in ^the legiilature. In minds eminently 
^oidowcd, there is often a propenfic^ to refine, which 
Inquires to be counterafted : it is the province of 
Junius Co fuggeft', but the fagacity which guided b^ 
intereft^ pan difcern and depide, is no uncommon 
attribute. In the fqrmer fei}& of the term, wildom 
(^rtainlv does not defpendi but the Is^tter quality is 
di^ied with little limiu^on^ ai^4^ 9^ ^quffe iq no 
(mall degfee hereditsyy. 

Thp fica^e moreover is recruited by the fi-#. 
ment apcefBon of (he moft eminent; ^omrrioners^ 
£l!(Mible (4eliberati(vi i^ an impediipjcnit tq^thie ezcefs 
of in^qence i it has the advantage ($ inijerpo^g de« 
lay, and crofting c^udoUj^ both efl[ential i/i the qom^ 
]dic^ted reUtions' plf natippa^ bpfinefs. Tl^l^ inr 
tere% and' duties cannot be intrufted to. better 
bands, than thcdf? of an aflembly in which the prin* 
(:ipal fortunes <^ dve kioigdbm. are cojDieftedt |t 

^ Qnapa. affi<hia fit eminpatia fortune comes invlflia^ MA% 
l^oqueliaei'eat, ex hoc etkm lotellid poteft qnoid diiinh06tavu 
^ Aaicii trittnip^iun oemo interpdEvtt, fiicre am ]^stilv:impe-. 
^e Qbmt^cntur* Velltf Ftoecculuf . ^ ~^ 
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4(yen appears wife that the peerage is hereditary 3 
the crown would acquire too much influence 
by periodical nomination^ and if it were elei^ve, 
tlie aflembly would lofc its dignity ; which is more^ 
important, it would imbibe tJie fpirit of popular 
meetings, the very charafter which it is the ob- 
jed of the inHitution to ayoid ; this Houfe is in* 
tended to check in the other the prevalence of that 
difpofition. The power of the Grown to appoint^' 
iuid the Inheritable quality pf the Peerage,' coun- 
terbalance each the other. As the favour can- 
not be revoked, the dependance of ezpeftatioi^ 
^oes not exift^ and that of gratitude is gradoally: 
obliterated. * ' " * - 

Meii, whqfe tempers have been formed under. 
the long and habitiial enjoyment of opulence and 
fplendour, will ever pretend to fuperior attention. 
They will feek indulgence at court if the constitu- 
tion withhold it. They will aflbciate to elevate; 
the Crown, i^nlefs they perceive that* more weight 
iand cotifideration are derived to them from a li^ 
mited than an abfolute monarchy. Thus the peo- 
ple by too much parfimony in the article of pri- 
vileges, may lay the foundation of a fofmidable 
league againft freedom, and by a little cbnceffionl 
acquires a vaft deal more on the fide of peace, hap« 
pinefs, and fecurity. And the people can well m- 
ford to concede, for it only furrenders that, which 
to retain were inconvenient. ' • 

It may be faid that the argument is in a circle ; 

Monarchy and Nobility proved each fey the other.* 

'To be ^Qre circumftantial,' we will rjecur to the' 

firfl principle,' There has never been an inflince 

.^f an happy Republic in an advanced date of To- 

; tciety, nor which amounts to nearly the fame thing, 

9f a Government extremely frugal Atpcjrica: 

Qieets me in boih affertions ; I reply as 1 hi^ve al- 

-r^y ftated, that America pays mprip than Irer 

land ; her neceffities, befides, »e lefs than thofc, 

of 
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pf any European nation, (he ftands aloof from th| 
contdls and incurfions of all other powers. Thie 
irery extent of her frontier renders invafion nuga^ 
tory ; no force can be collected of fuf&cient mag- 
nitude to make an impreffion. At an early period 
pf fociety, 'ere it has bpen fplit into inequalities^ 
when the public exigencies require that one be 
jexalted above the community, merit will direft 
the feledion. But experience does not more fully 
juftify theconclufion, that the oak will arife where 
the acorn has been planted, than this other, that 
when men fettle together, the^ will imperceptibly 
run into a diverfity of conditions, into indigent 
and opulent. Dependents and Protedors. The in-r 
creafe of population on the fame extent of terri« 
tory produces this tffedi. Nay, there is among 
us a natural tendency to treat fome with more re« 
fped than others. The difpofition has been found 
to exift in a flate of great locial backwardnefs, by. 
the firft invaders of Mexico and Peru ; and by the 
latter difcoverers of the South Sea iflands ; in that 
^mable fociety of the Quakers, every effort of 
ingenuity has been exerted in vain ; in defpigbt of 
iUl contrivances, the diftindion of ranl^ is very 
i&irly difcernible. 

When population has covered the foil, and that 
the redundancy divides the inhabitants of a coun* 
^^ry, into rich and poor, the former who will pur« 
chafe partifans, the latter who will fell adherence ; 
the public fuflfers not lefs from the rivaUhip of am« 
bitious men, than it could from any other danger- 
pus paffion, which it is the objed of civil (bciety to 
bridle. The fupreme dignities would not be con* 
ferred upon merit, they ^ould become as in the 
latter ages of the Roman Republic, the reward of 
intrigueand the prize of the turbulent. The dif- 
ference of talents, the fru^lity of this man, the 
extravagance of that, the ingenuity of fome, the 
luxury of others^ will occafioa a partial divifion oi 
^•' * .^ y > . richesi 



fichcs. This incHoatioa to bequaiity is the ordff 
p$tcj courlcj and muftbefuffered tQ proceed. Any 
itttcmpc to cQonterad:* i%, renders property preca-^ 
nous. The principal encQqrageinent to ioduftry i^ 
f be certainty that the fruits of it are coniplecely at 
the diifpoial of tide acquirer, ^il induftrious occu^ 
pation is eflential to the h^ppinef^ of mankind in 
feneral. Bin, moreover, the bufinefy qf redifciiig 
erery cafual inequality muft hip endlfif^ and Ipeep 
l^e nation in a perpetual fernofnt. If cqqimercc 
Coiddexift, or be introdi^ced, coimnerce lofotd 
ji mn&nce; for providing an influx of wealthy^ 
would only fumiih new competitors, ^pd addi-j 
(ional means of concurrence/ In fa6t^ a^ pationa^ 
iiave unproved in the ibcial arts, ^hey b^ve de** 
Clined from the forms of RepubUcanifixi, they 
jfound them incompatible with tianqoillity. Car« 
fbage was rtiined by the fa£^ibn$ which arofe from 
the want of a prefiding Influence, Rome abandonee! 
her liberties in d^pair, after the mofl: fanguinarf 
codxtA^ ever known in the world, t^olland^ ^hicb 
wa^ mqch mofe adapted by its fize than Irdand for 
M Republic, has fubfided into an ariflxyriracy, or 
taUier into a limited monarchy* ^Inequality of 
condition is inevitable in fqciety, and the co!n<- 
frouled pre-eminence c^ one remedies the evils ari« 
iiog from this inequality* FroiQ all tfaefe ceaibn% 
from the experience of other natiqBs, and the ex* 
perience of our own, we are le4 tCk cobclme in fa* 
ifoux of a Iinciited monarchy ; bat it is hot alone tie* 
^eflary to bavea king ; be Ibquld 1>8 invefbd with( 
power and influence fuffidlent to keep turn {p. The 
life and advantage of the Beengie follow necefia* 
Illy. In truth, although writm have ufually treated 
the anecdote ai ridiculous, there i^pears vrifdom^ 
in the condud of tbac barbarbu; pf^nce, wfao^ 
taugbed when he underftbod that Venice bad no^ 
fupr'eme magiftrate. Call it King, ConTul, Prefi* 
^ent, or Executive Council, p9wer muft refide. 
4 .* ' fomcr 



fbmeWfaere. The fuppoiters of Unufead teontithf 
do not reafon about the b& of creating this am<^ 
dkion, but only about the neceffity ofreftmniog 
competition in the purfuit of it% TiM^y contend chat 
authority is nodi innocent, and patronage oioft 
ufeful in the hands of a controuled^ereign. The 

fenend ordfer maintained when the late King 06 
Vance attempted to efcape, has been quoted ta 
prove the ufelefliiefs of Sovereigns.*^ But at that 
lime there could ndt have beeaformed any intrigued 
fo fupplant him* 

Difcourfing of infloencey I would not be under* 
Itood to imply approbation orindefinite means of 
corruption^ If it be eflential for the common good 
that one fiiall prefide over many, fome motive d[ 
attachment or fubmiffion muft be provided. No 
man can deny the neceffity of fubofdination, but 
each will define to be the fuperior. The pubdic 
irepofe requires, that this competition be quelled, 
and tiie fenfe of danger or of intereft are alone com« 
petent toefieft that purpofe. Defpotifms and Detho* 
cracies employ the ate, the milder fway oflimited 
monarchy renders It the fubje&^s intereft to be ame-* 
liable. Oppofing an infurmountable barrier to ex« 
crava^ant ambition, it fuffers eminent endbwftiems 
10 thnve under its (hade, extradts from genius the 
pernicious qualities, and leaves for the uie of man* 
kind thoftuoniy which are fatutary. A great prp* 
poition of the perfons who are called on to aft in 
public life, (hould feel that in confequence either of 
their hopes or enjoyments, they are embarked iA 
the fame bottom with the Sovereign ; thus much 
of that way wardnefs is fubdued, which the defire of 
popularity often produces; they become counfel 
for the prerogative, and are interefted to exert in, 
its defence all their addrefs and ingenuity. There 
is littk appreheniion that their fcope of indulgence 

«; * By Jc^ BsrJaiv, Eiq. and odien. 
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Vili be 166 extenfive t the crowci wdiild then be rin^ 
dcred ihdependenc of themfelves^ aiid even tb6 
man moft (^ous to fhadiCy and itifenfible to dut^ 
and sLfkAion, will hefit^e ^hen be is tcf fubfcribei 
the death warrant of his own inipdftitnce.' . 

We have a Klhg^ with the ^uiet, the Orders the 
enei^ attendant on that fpecies of government ; 
Kings^ in the pritilitive flate; were the fathers of 
their people, but like othd* men, theyar6 difpo^ 
fed toihcroach, they are liable td aflumeinfenfibly" 
the charafter of elder brothers. It is ncceffafy to ufe 
precautions with regard to themL Weeftablifli Parlia* 
meht; a council in which the ads of tl]e executive 
^aeiftrate are publicly canvaficd; If there were id 
Paniament.but three men, bold enough to invefti-^ 
gate the affairs of Hate, they controul the .mihiftec 
diemially ; they eftablifli over him the cdnforfliip of 
public opinion. But fortunately we are certain, that 
\ic will always have many accufers, and thefe the 
keenefl: ahd moft vigilant. In a numerous dflem* 
bly all cannot be gratified ; it is the interefl: of the 
flifcohtented rd' deteft the erjfors of tbofe whom they 
defire to fupplant ; the one purfues the cphduft of 
minifters, with the lynx-eyed vigilance rff expeda* 
tfon^ the tenacity of pofleffion prompts the pthen^ 
to uphold him. Between both; the people are 
ferved> they sire fecured from inctoachment, the 
expenditure of their nioney is watched and limited: 
l^bis is the fyftem of rival interefts contrdlling each 
the other, which of late it hai been ufual to c<m*' 
demn, but which I adhere to, not perceiving any 
better way to govern men, than by their commoa 
and natural propeniities; becaufein Engkind where 
Che pafiions have fcope to play, they do fo infto^- 
cently, indeed advantageouily ; and becaufe iaf 
France, where it was endeavoured that they fbould 
too clofely be. circumfcribed and pent up^ aftet 
many convulfive (hocks, they burfl: at length in 
a ruinous explofioo« And here 1 r^luAantl/ 

diflenf 
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Vjigcnt from my friend^ whofe brilHtot dcf<?nee 
^f the firft French Revolution has procured the 
appUdc of Europe* ^r, Mftckinto(h *' traaf- 
laciog the queftion Uuo familiar language/' aj(kt> 
*• whether the vigiUhce of the matter^ or fquab- 
<* bk$pf the fervantSi be the -beft. fecurity for 
*« faithibl fervice ?'* Jf the mafter bie not in a con- 
\dittpn immediately to infpeiSt his own affairs, be 
icannot be better fecured than by the diverfity of 
interefta among thofe whom he muft confide in* 
Ai^ i infift that it is cheaper for the people to pfty 
in taxes, fooiething more than AvhAt is neceiTary^ 
than to have the country difturbed, and public in- 
duftry interrupted by very tumultuous and very frit- 
quently recurring doiSions. But I only criminate 
the exccfs, that there (hould be fome, and thefe 
Very popular, is neceflary, in order to keep alive 
the iafpeAing fpirit of the people, and to prcferye 
the great effentials of freedom from violation ; 
ihefe; are the equal difbibution of juftice, (the only 
ufefui.or rational equality;) the Habeas Corpus, 
land trial by jury 5 the perfed: freedom of perfixi 
and property. 

The example of America, and thelTmall expence 
of the Republican fyftem, are the principal argu- 
ments of Mr. Paine ^hd his adbenefits. Thene aite 
fome ejcpences inevitable; there arc others, mifitefs 
merely of patronage, which are expedient or even 
falutary. Thefe arc interwoven with our free Mo- 
harchical Conftitufion, are neceffary to give ihe 
Monarch An intereft in the Government,, and, iiH 
deed, are almoft the only price we pay for bis in* 
terfcreoce ; all who endeavour to reduce the ex^ 
peaces of the ftate very low, are, iliany perhaps 
unknown to themfdves, the advocates of a Re«> 
public; forfuchin&A, and in inconvenience the Go* 
vernment will be, if the Crown be eflentially enfee* 
bied^ and if public men conGder popular favour their 
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{o\i ffewird ihd objdft. Many otcurftfteb 'tsite in 
public life, in which that man is incompetent to 
aA with firmnersanddifcretion, whofe adionsmuft 
vary wkh the breath of pbpularity* The people, 
it is true, feldom judges ultimately wrong, but as 
feldom are its firft impreffions right, or proceed- 
ings grounded on them judicious. In the general 
colleftions of m^n, the nioft fenfible are the moft 
acquiefcing ; the intemperate mdft forward ; the 
current of applaufe ufually wafts the vehement to 
the goal, and confers the prize of momentary efti- 
matitJtt Oft the wildeft and fierteft, 6r as they arc 
termed, the boldell meafures. He who lags to re- 
fle<a, or foHcits breathing time, is joftled from the 
'tourfe without retrofpeft to the merit of pift, or 
attention to the means of future fervice. This is a 
tolerably accurate reprefentation of what has hap- 
pened in France, it is that which ever has, and 
ever will take place where the diverfified gradations 
of influence are abrogated. Woe to him, who 
.committing himfelf to that boifterous and uncertain 
'^ element, ihe Many^ is obliged to vary with its fluc- 
tuations, and to accommodate his conduct to all 
its inconfiftent viciflitudes. Woe to the country in 
which fuc: . men, afid fuch views prevail ! What 
heavier malediftion could be impofed upon any 
land, than that its rank and talents (houldj preca- 
rious in fituation, be rendered defperate in prin- 
ciple? If genius be neceflitated to feek eftimation, 
by goading the public mind, by ftimulating its ap- 
petites,- and miniftering to its caprices, there are 
men the mpft^ ptaife^wortbyi w^ho will abandon the 
•career ; but there are others who will therefore toil 
in it with redoubled afliduity. The Crown and the 
Peerage, prerogative and pre-eminence, both ex-^ 
pofed by their very nature to jealoufy, and yet 
•more invidious, when a certain degree of influence 
does not proted them, would fink in the unequal 
<:onteft with antagonifts fo formidable ; better at 
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once bluntly abc^fll Royalty^ and endeavouring to 
(etde the country under a new form^ fpare che con* 
vulfive agonies of exptrtng Prerogative. Better 
crufli the venerable fyftenn in its Palace, than ex« 
pole ks debility to public derifion ; like decfepi4 
Priam, leaning on the altar^ aiming the dart, to 
which his feeble arm cannot give force, a vidim de* 
voted to the fword of the firft pitilefs aflailant. 

To taxes, as to all things elfe, there muft be limits ; 
but taxation, in itielf, may not alone be allowable^ 
it may be neceffary ; in a populous country, when 
the neceflaries of life are remarkably cheap, the in-- 
habitants are by the facility of fupplying thek* wants, 
rendered idle and diflipated i when the^ labour of 
three days may obtain the fuftenance of feven, a 
man will continue during the remaining four inac- 
tivc. This cuts double, both againft himfelf and 
againft Society. He acquires a bad habit du- 
ring his indolence. He is perhaps engi^ed in de«* 
baucb. He returns relu^aQtly to his employment^ 
and at length becomes depraved* entirely. Rent is 
a kind of a tax ; in feveral parts of Ireland, the 
pcnts have been tripled, nay, quadrupled within 
forty years pad. And thi& was not fb much the ef* 
k€t, as the caufe of national profperity j for tha 
great wealth of a country may frequendy lie dor- 
mant, if the inhabitants refiding liftlefly upon tho 
ftirface, will not exert themfelves to inveftigate its. 
refburces. Before the above-mentioned period^ whea 
rent was very low, and other taxes little knowji^ 
half the year was lavifhed in caroufing. But fO' 
ibon as labour became compulfory, fortunes have 
been railed both for the tenantry and landlords, and 
the civilization of the country has advanced mate^ 
rially. It cannot be faid, that any clafs.o£ men, on 
branch of ma»ufadure knguiflies in this country 
under national impofts. Thefe fall^ on the fuper* 
fluities, not on. theneceiSaries of life, aredu&ionof 
them would not augment the pooc man's comfort^ 
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but the confumpiioQ of theopu)ctit> and .this €9^ 
traordinary confumption would not be beneficial t4x 
the country^ for the obje&s on which it woykl fall 
are foreign produce. I enter into this detail, 
not as defending local impofitionss which arc 
frequendy exorbitant and ufelefs ; not as juftify- 
ing any particular degree or arrangement; but 
in foiTie attempts made to inflame the minds of 
the lower orders, before tt^e fitting of Parliamentj^ 
it has been very boldly advanced, that taxes 
would be reniovcd of courfe, if tf\t nunner of 
electing members of Parliament were altered; it is 
therefore neceiTary to enforce a truth, that taxes and 
civil ibciety are mutually necefiary to earch other, 
and that the former make none» or at leaft a fmall 
part of the grievan^s of the Iriih peafantry. Con* 
fuming little of what is liable to taxes, they pay in«» 
diredly fcarce any contributions and it has been 
announced, that they are to he relieved from the 
hearth money, the only direft tax paid by them ; 
riicrc are few public regulations to which the feeling 
mind will more readily offer the tribute of applaufe, 
than to the abrogation of that paltry fMbtra6l:ion 
fixxn mifery)^ litde to the i^ate, and much to the 
wretch who yields it. 

To any perfon who will take the trouble to con- 
traft the diitri<£ts of Ireland inhabited by Frotef*- 
tancs, with thofe in whi<:h a Catholic peafaptry isi 
mofl: {M-evalent, qo doubt can remain,^ that all ex- 
ifting evils niay be referred %o the direft or indire<9i 
operation of the Catholic exclufion. I impute noc 
?ny thing to the national ^harader, nor do I im- 
peach individuals, but I apply to Ireland ^ general 
FeQaiark» wltich mtf be found in every political wri- 
ter ; when the gentry feel poit any neceffity to court 
the favour of their inferiors, they zfc deficient in, 
offices of protoSlion and tendernels* Without un- 
dertaking to pQiijt out the man, or ihfi bcrfy of men 
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who have been the authors of fpecific mifchlcf, \ 
fflert that the peafantry has melted under this fyC^ 
tern, and cannot revive^ until it be previouQy abo- 
liihed* To the univerfal rule there are eftimablo 
cxcepdonS) as there are brutal excefles which pro- 
ceed beyond it. Under the lan^e climate, rather 
better circumftanced in point of foil^ with this finglc 
4ifierence in internal regulation^ whilfl: Ulfter has 
xifen into a garden, the other Provinces have dege- 

^nerated to defarts. Let us not hear the imputation of 
natural and habitual indolence; indolence in die 
people is f^mptomatic of a vicious form of Govern* 
inent, and as it never adheres to the emigrants from 

, this ifland^ refle£tion cannot be deceived in invefti- 
gating the real caufe of it. When I offer this re* 
mark to the learned author of a late tr^atife, who 
has concluded erroneouQy, from very juft principles, 
it may prevent the neccffity of a more elaborate re- 
futation. I heartily coincide with him on the fub* 
jed: of vu-cuaLreprefentatioUj but the Catholics are 

. not rcprefentcd virtually. The very ftatutcs they 
complain of prove it. The privilege of voting may 
t>e difpenfed with, when no law can be enafled^^ 
from the operation of which the legillator may with- 
draw himfelf. But the defignation, Roman Catho* 
tholici not only may, but ht^ been ufed as a par* 
tial defcription, and regulations framed under itj^ 
which do not affed): the lawgivers $ in this cafe, ac^ 
fording to every rational rule of virtual reprefenta* 
tion. Catholics either ought to Gt in Parliament, ox 
%o enjoy over the lower Houfe the controul \yhich ii^ 
given by eleftion. The letter is not, as Mr. She- 
ridan thinks ic, power ; it is protection* Not the 
^ratificatipn of ambition or vanity, but eflential ta 
the extfteoce of the Catholics, and to the cukivar 
don of the kingdom} whilft the boroughs are pic- 
ierved even undir any variations of the landed pro- 
J>crty, the right of voting for rcprefentatives conce* 
^^d tO'theQ^chQlics, can affect then^a^ individuals 
. r y only 
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only, not as a body. It never can exalt the fe^ 
into rivalfliip with the eftabliflimcnt. When Mr^ 
Sheridan has confidered more minutely his projedc 
of aleparate Reprefentation, he will find the difcuf- 
fion or it needlefs ; inftead ol confolidating us into 
one nation^ it would create an eternal barrier of fe« 
paration. But kt the Catholics be mixed in the 
mafs of eonftituents, and in the general occupations 
of the country. The bounties on tillage have ad-- 
vanced the profperity of Ireland, this bounty on the % 
growth of man will, complete it. Four worck wiU^ 
mark the ferirs of caufe and tffcSt. Protedbion^ 
Comfort, Papulation, Manufa&ure. 

We are, ijxleed, peculiarly well circumftanced ii» 
Ireland. We have the advantages of a limited nwi- 
narchy, wi-thout incurring any thing near the degree 
of expcnce, which in other countries is annexed to, 
the maintenance of Royalty. This is the fair man- 
ner of confidering our fituation j it ought to be 
contraftcd with, thofe neighbouring nations wbofe. 
ftate of fociety requires a monarchical confl^itution. 
With Great Britain^ with Spain, or even with^ 
lefs cxtenfive realms, Portugal and the northern 
kingdoms. Not alone what we pay (hould be taken 
into the eftimate, but what we enjoy. For in- 
ftance, a frugal Defpot may contrive toimpofeupon 
bis fubjefts a fum, not by one half equal to the ex-* 
pences of our Government. We may aeverthelefsi 
be ten-foM more rich and thriving than his fubjedsj 
and if the option were oiFercd, we fhould prefer to in- 
crcafe our taxes confiderably, rather than exchange 
conditions. Defpotifoi is fo much lefs complex than 
limited monarchy, that if any attention be given toex-^ 
penditure in a ftate of the former defcripcion, the peo-v 
pie may be diredly lefs burthened, but will be op- 
preffed a vaft deal more indireftly. Although thefe 
governments do not exaft, they deiblate. There 
are manji^hings, which it is better ta pay fbr^ than 
to want, and which even cakulated upon a plan of 
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m:onx>my> wc may afford to purchafe highly. Of 
this nature, as contrafted with the furroundtog 
Monarchies, is Liberty. Of this nature, as con- 
trafted with America, is our limited royaky, a 
condition in the advanced ftate of fociety inevitable. 
i repeat it agsun, no comparifon is fair, which does 
not include the entire cafe of both parties; If our 
Government even were vaftly more expenitve than 
that of America^ both our means and our necef^ 
lities are greater/ The excefs would be no caufe of 
wonder, the reverfe is matter of congratulation. A 
man, (ix feet tall, would beconiidered unreafonable 
if be (houid repine, that his clothes coft more than 
thofe of a pigmy. The public roads * of this countiy 
are kept at a very great expence, much higher, I 
apprehendi than neceflary ; even io^ it is lefs 
hurtful to preferve, than to negleft them, and 
better to pay for the fervice, than that the labou- 
rers ihoutd, as in France, be compelled at the dif- 
cretion of public officers, to repair the highways, 
indiicriminately in the feafotis, in which labour is 
moft pernicious to health, or moft precious to the 
individual; A farmer cafting his eye over the public 
difburfements of old France mtight exclaim, happy 
country ! not a fingle item for that charge which, 
prcffcs upon us fo heavily ; but he would be readily 
Xindtceived. That perfonal attendance to keep 
up the roads which the French were not permits 
ted to commute, was the moft oppreffive grievance 
in the country. It appears at firft view tolerably 
evident, that the inhabitants of every diftrid can 
proted and keep it quiet ; and many cenfure as an 
impofition, the hiring men to difcharge this duty. 
On a fecond glance, the affociations which muft 
be formed for the purpofe, will appear to be at- 
tended with charges more extravagant. They oc- 

* A great part <tf the public roads in Ireland are kept in re* 
^air by county ceffef . 
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ti^on expehfive mettingSt divert the people jfrofll 
bafinefs, and promote idleoefs ; if the men whofe 
time is valuable, y^re to fubfcribe to a fund^ the 
incidental expences of afltmbiing. frequently, k 
.vould appear that they might m^ke a cl^r pirc^t of 
the: vdlue of their time, and that of tte^ j>crf()nk the|^ 
employ ; and all the idlers of the coootry might be 
kept iidder difcipline, for the msrc charges of 
public oieetiDgs. A cutler wlio, proceeded on a 
plan of favrng, to make a pair of boocs, would find 
himfelfinthe end a confiderable lofer, for by af 
tending to the trade at which he. was jexpertj h^ 
Khight have amafled during that ^peribd infinitely 
more than the amount of hia oeconomy. Civil fo^ 
ciety, like the animal fifume, is a c<}mpUcated fyf^ 
tem of mutual relations and dependence^ . Hb muft 
caft an eye over the entire mafs,, who defires to 
corrcft a part of it. It is not enough iuigly to con*- 
fider Ireland a country fubjed to a monarchy or 
connedled with the Titer kingdom, or a,candidat<^ 
lor trade and manufadure, or regulated by a Ktr^ 
Jjrefcntaiive, or fwayed by an Ari&ocratic body, 
the entire controuled by the fuperinttndftnce of an 
intelligent people ; all thefe parts mwft be regarded 
as contributing to conllitute one. great whole, and 
where any member of the integrant is reprehen- 
fible, it ought to be viewed with reference to the 
remainder* Afibciated in confederation with ano*f 
ther great kingdom, Ireland enjoys • advantages 
which fhe could not in her ifolated condition pre^ 
tqnd to. Whoever eftimates the necfefiaries wirH 
which a commercial ftate muft be provided, will 
perceive that if the conneftion were diflblvfid^ ot 
if we adhered fo loofely to England, that (he ftiould 
learn to confider us a feparate nation, the expenc^ 
of a diftind Government would amount to much 
more than our prefent Revenue. As the Crown is 
the great bond of union between the fifter nations, 
the mcafures which tend to dimiriifli its influence^ 
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fliould not be entertained without caiitioii artd dc- " 
. licacy, for the adhefion of the Empire gives way 
as the royal authority is enfeebled. 

It is 4 queftion^ whether America has gained, 
but beyond difpute, the mother country has not 
fiifFered, by the Reparation of the Colonies.* If 
the United States, like Ireland, were only to de« 
live a nt^ form of internal Government from the 
rupture, without doubt they would have been con- 
fiderable lofers. The mother country was at the 
entire expence of protection, and never was any 
Government fo frugaK The truth is, thccivilwar 
in America, and the confequent diflblution of the 
connexion with Great Britam, proceeded from the 
prevalence in the Colonies of that Republican fpi- 
rit, and Republican Conftitution, which many de« 
fire at this day to introduce in Ireland. The firft 
emigrants were permitted to organife themfelves 
on a plan (o very democratic, that the King in 
many provinces was only titular, and had Icfs 
weight than the Prefident at prefent. The Colo- 
nies were in reality commonwealths under the pro- 
teftion of England, and the removal of the royal 
authority was occsifioned by circumftances fimilar 

* Mr. Psune, whofe eftimate is more Wkdy to be under the 
truth than to exceed it, rates the taxes of America at 5s. per head. 
I underftandy that the public revenue of Ireland amounts to 
about /•I940O9OO0 fterling annually, and the jpopulation 
to near five millions of inhabitants. Thus the Irifliman does 
not contribute fo much as the American : but, confidered ia 
anodier light, he pays not above one half ; 53^ in that country, 
will purchafe as much of any commodity, and is therefore 
equal to los. in Ireland. The true manner of deriving infor« 
mation from a comparifon with America, is by collating the ex- 
peaces of the prefent Independent Government of America, 
witli thofe incurred when fhe was allied to Great Britain. We 
are informed by Dr. Smith, that the entire expence of the 
American Colony Government before the war, was no more 
than ^^.64,700 per annum. Speaking of the little detriment 
England fuftained by the lofs of America, I ^uft not be flip* 
poied to include the expence of the laft !Var« 

D d CO 



1 



9 

to tfiofe which fubverted the kbours of tlie Pt&tch 
Goaftituting aflembly. In molt Colonies, a num^ 
ber of public officers were nominated by the 
people ; thofe of whom the Crown prefervcd the 
appointoienr^ were fent from England* There 
was of courfe little to afluage, and every thing to 
exafperstte the afperity men uTualiy entertain againft 
that pre*^minence in which they do not participate. 
The Aniericans procured what we enjoy, trade and 
dotneftic taxation; on the fide of protedion and 
ceconomy, they loft confiderably. Mr. Paine hav- 
H^ America conftantly in vieiir, reafons uniformly 
^rong, for he fuppofcs uniformly, that every other 
country k in the fanoe circumftances. Six words re- 
fute hini completely, T'here is no m&b in America^ 
There are yet in that country but two claffcs, thofe 
which correfpond to the middle gjcntry, and to the 
jreomanry of England. The population of the 
States not affording, fucb a number of hands, th^t 
fi>me find it necefiary to miniftdr to the indolence 
of others, every man is occupied, and there is not 
leifure for the fpeculations or the contentious paf- 
fiofos which diftrad Europe. Thus tht cafualty of 
the moment renders America the moft eafily go^ 
ferned country, and guarantees her from the im- 
p^rfeftions of Republicanifnu She ha^ ^w fuf^ 
liciently idle to purfue ambition, fuficiently ricii 
to bribe, or poor to be corroptedv Bu^thc feries 
of cauffe^ smd effea which lead to the diffolytion of 
the American Democracy^ or at leaft to altef ic 
matcriaHy, may be eafily traced by any man of 
difcernment* 

. They delude egregioufly, who reprefent, and 
they err egregioufly who believe, that the Conflitu- 
fution of America is formed after the models upon 
which we have been defired to corred out Govern'- 
meni* The internal regulations of the refpeftive 
SlEftces, and of the entire confederattoo, aire in every 
l^rfon's hands > whoever will look into them^ muft 
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tdmit, that they are founded, not on the rights of 
' man^ but on the acaxnofiodations of fqcial life. The 
entire fyftem labours to palliate, what it cannot 
remedy, the mifchicfs of Democracy. So clofely . 
have the legiilators of the new world adhered to the 
Brici(h fyftem, that the omiffion of the King's name 
in public ads is the only difference difcernible* 
The American Prefident, whiHt in office, is a \u 
mited monarch i the American Senate a temporary 
Peerage. The laKcr are not ftiled My Lords, and 
the addrefs of the former to the Afiembly is^ 
<* Fellow Citizens.-* Then one diftinftion only re- 
mains between our fituatton and that of America ; 
there the Supreme Executive Magidrate is named 
by popular choice; we are aware, that in the cir* 
cumftances of our country, every eledion would 
{>roduce a civil war, or a ftate of tumult nearly as 
deftrudive ; that in the intermediate periods, the 
Governmernt would be feeble, irrefolute, and un* 
certain ; the country a fceoe of acrimony and cabaU 
revenge, and retaliation; public profperity at a 
ibnd, and private happinefs poifqped. But it is 
iarther worthy of remark, that fuch is t|ie palpable 
excellence of our inftitutions, that they were clofely 
followed by a nation not favourably difpofed to* 
wards the country it copied ; a nation which was 
perfe<%ly -free to chufe, and which did chufe after 
the moft full delibenation. 

I cannot difmifs the fubjeft without endeavourr 
iog to diveft Republicanifm of its lad pretenfion 
to excellence. It is a condition not either of virtue 
or of juftice. The anecdotes of Roman or Grecian 
heroimiji which in youth imprefs us forcibly, will 
be found on a comparilbn of other circun){lances 
in the age, to have taken place when the aftors 
were not fo much refined as the Indian Americans 
at prefent. The molft bloody war undertake^ 
by Sparta, was aUb the mod: unjuft. It was to 
fcreen from puni(hment a member of its own ftate, 
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who bad defrauded and murdered a citizen of 
Meflene. The Roman hiftory prefents at every 
inftant atrociousiuSts of tyranny and abufe of power, 
in the treatment. of ilaves, allies, or provincials. 
The recital uniformly concludes with the pidure of 
fplendid impunity* The Patrician Government of 
Rome was very defedive, but yet was b^ter than 
the popular Conftitution which fucceeded to it. 
Whilft the former continued, the blood of a ci-r 
tizen was never (bed in Rome ; froo^ the. time of 
the Gracchi^ when firft (he witnefled the mutual 
aflaifination of her children, to the overthrow of 
the Republic, Rome was a fcene of contention and 
carnage* 

There can be very little of Republican deiign in 
Ireland ; the wretched fpeculations which involved 
Fnince in calamity, can have few admirers, Ther^ 
is great internal evidence to reconcile this nation to 
the monarchical fyftem ; in corroboration of an* 
cient habits, there are ftrong motives of peribnal 
aflfeftion to the King, which (hould at prefcnt at- 
tach to it a conliderabl^ party* We have nothing 
to dread from, dired Republicans ; but fomething 
is to be apprehended from the error of thofe, who, 
purfuing meafurcs >yhich render the prerogative too 
feeble, would precipitate themfelves finally,' per- 
haps imperceptibly, into that inconvenient, that 
boifterous form of government. It may not be ufcr 
lefsto call the attention of fucb perfons,* from the 
immediate, to the incidental efFcft of their proceed- 
ings. It is not enough to talk of Parliamentary 
Rdform in general ter'ms, fome fp«cific plan ought 
to be propofed, which the mind fliould reft on. A 
change in the reprefentation may be the greateft 

♦ Jt x^^y h^ ncccflary to notic^ here, which I before ca^ 
fually omitted, that my remarks on the formation of fconven- 
tions cannot include the late meeting of the Catholic Com-., 
tnittce, which fromrfome circumftanccs of refemUancc has yo, 
eeiv^d ^hat appellation. 
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poffiblc good, it may be alfo the greateft polEble 
eviL By ditniniihing in an extreme degree the in« 
fluence of the Crown, it may convert the country 
into a Republic ; by narrowing too much the re« 
prefentative body« an infolent Ariftocracy may be 
c(bibli(bed in every diftrift. The monied intereft^ 
which is rifing rapidly in Ireland, may be deprived 
of ail weight whatever. If the reprefentation be 
very popular, and the eledions be frequent and 
tumultuous, neither trade nor manufadurc can be 
carried on, and the people will become like that of 
ancient Rome, idle, feditious, expcfting its tup^ 
port from the bounty of candidates, until at length, 
like that Republic, the opulent difgufted, and the 
neceflitous overwhelmed in corruption, a fyftem of 
vexatious freedom will be abandoned entirely. 
The projeift of the French Conftitution failed in 
fome meafure, becaufe the original legiflators did 
not make iuiEcient allowance for the paffions, which 
operate in an advanced date of fociety; they might 
alfo have erred on the contrary extreme, and have 
le|t the fcope for influence too extenfive. The 
people are difpofed to confider with great, and fre*^ 
quently with well-founded jealoufy, thofe who are 
elevated to authority; yet unlefs popular favour 
lead to the gratification of liberal ambition, no 
man of eminent endowments will ever be folicitous 
to attain it, and the court will have a monopoly of 
the talents and literature of the nation. If perlons 
of high birth and fortune are pinched too clofely by 
democratic manners and regulations, they will take 
refuge with the fupreme power, and incline with 
all their influence to the fupport of ablblute autho-^ 
rity. Men educated with a certainty of poflefiing 
hereditary affluence, are feldom thofe who fufier 
their talents mod completely to expand, and their 
Vinderftandings to attain the extreme of cultivation. 
Men of talents are neceflary for the management of 
pppubr aflemblies^ they are the fafeguard of the 
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people, hot in general tbey cannot procure admif- 
fionintoParlUmenty unlefs under the patronage of 
influence This formidable order; which never 
wbri^s in vain upon the public aiind^ will be th« 
ibe^ when it is not the auxiliary of liberty ; no de« 
vices/ will exclude it from public buiinefs, and if 
itbe n>en of rank and men of talents are compelled 
to join the court in a conipiracy agatnft freedom, 
no fjfftem cf dennocracy will be able to withftand 
the coaKtion. All tbefe difcbrdant vkw% and in* 
terefts are to be compared and adjufted, before our 
ireprefentatioh be amended. The improvement of 
ovif Conftitution furniihe^, without doubt, excels 
ient room for fpecutution. But it is a matter no( 
to be cafiiy decided, and may be prefled impro- 
vidently and prematurely* It does not appear 
that when a grievance really exifts, ancj is per- 
ceived, any one time ran be more proper to urge 
the confideration than another^ The defign of H 
party may have feafons of convenience ; but the 
grievance of a people ferioufly felt by the fober part 
rfit, will ever create its own opportunity of redrefs. 
No government can contcft with its fubjefts a mat* 
tcr of regulation fufficiemiy important to be ftrenu^ 
otifly urged, and on which the utility of conceffion 
is acknowledged univerfally* 

On this fubjetl it is moft cafy to determine what 
it would be inconvenient to remove. The projaft 
ofabolilhing forty (hilling freeholders, which in the 
crowd of current fchemes has been of late hinted^ 
appears exceptionable. The admiflion of all per- 
fons indifcriminatdy to the exercife of political 
^ower, muft neceflarily prodiKe the fubverfion oi 
fociciy** For ftridtly fpeakihg, fociety is the com^ 

bination 

f 1 bare here again to encounter Mr. Sheridan, who 
having honoured xae with the epithets of " fentible and modei 
rate,'* proceeds by means of a fimple procel^, cutting a fen* 
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bination pf thofe vfhohav^f agaioft tbofe who have 
not. But \i}& extremely expedient thatt fome^ noc 
too many, from humble life, ftiould enjoy a privi* 
lege, which creating a dependence of their fupe- 
riors> may communicate a firmnefs of charader to 
the one, and foften in the others the arrogance of 
profperity. Moreover, in manufefturing diftrids^ 
Had fuch I hope every county in Ireland will 'ere 
long be, the forty milling freeholders are con- 
ceded with the trading, and counterbalance the 
more opulent farmers who are influenced by the 
landed intereft. And I apprehend that thofe in the 

tcacjt in the middle^ to make me deliref dodlrixies the teftrto 
of toj o\¥n opinions, and of whkh tke authM ought to be , 
held mad and iotemperate. From that period at which £ 
bad the good fortune to nve to the public rtiind the firfl ha* 
pulfe on the Catholic burniefs * to the prefent hour, which 
juftifies and crowns my eitpe£hition, I have argued the ^uef* 
tioa molt extenfively than moft perfons out of Parliameot; 
ip the. diferent eifays that i)ear my name, and in the pan 
pers, which I prepared at the requeft of public bodies, and 
which were adopted by them, the eledlive tranchife has never 
been reprefented-^as the general right of man^ but as a 
privilege growing out of the conftitutson; and the unquali* 
fied e^wlufien of all the Cathf>lic8, not as a ftate of flaveiy^ 
a rant of political pedantiy, which I reje^, bat as a very 
inconvenient- fituation, fevere to th^ parties deprived, oie« 
left, nay;, pernicious to the country which dq>rived them. This 
^Btlemaii's propo&l to confer civil offices upoa the CatholicS| 
and refervethe privilege of voting, is, ** like giving one ruf - 
•* fles, when wanting a fhirt ;'* hie cannot be ignorant, that 
ttrkhour pdittcal iniluence, there is not much oj^xM-tunity for 
obtaining civil employment* 

That to elfed noembers of Padiament l<s a conditional privi- 
lege, not an abfolute right, is the leading afTertion of that 
pamphlet which Mr. Sheridan favoured with his notice. ¥nm 
what part of it he collets ocrafion to include me in the fiieer 
of ** tb^fe theoriib,'' I am at a lofs to determine : I can only 
difcem between bis theories and mine, aiingle difference, that 
his are left acairate. He has reviewed with yet inore apparent 
har(hneft, a difcourfe delivered in the CathcJic Convendon ^ 
the author of ^diich,. Dr. Mc, Mevtn, a man of tafle aacl erudi* 
tion, bo^ diipl^yed in ^at performance, merited at the hands 
ofafchoUr, a kft coarfe treatment. 

* Bf i!ke.pub])citioafiif tlK^C^Vuttictny p. 71. 
, 330rtll 
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il6rth of Ireland^ who hold the privilege of voting; 
by this tenure^ would not be inclined to forego the 
cJcercifeofit. 

In matters of goVerrinieritj little reliance is to he 
placed On human ingenuity. Equal good has not 
refultcd from any form, as from the patch-work 
conftitution which acdidentally ardfe in England. 
Methinks at this inftant, caufes little obferved^ 
cfFeds tacitly produced, are operating gteat reforms 
in Ireland. We impute too much to the boroughs.- 
They are certainly mcfre in number than any policy 
can warrant. And the accumulation of many in 
the hands of individuals^ gives more influence than 
perhaps ought to belong to a fubjedt. But the apa- 
thy of the people, and the converfion of feveral 
counties to dole reprefentations,. have been much 
more fatal to independence ; of thefe, the foitner 
was an indirect, the latter a dired confequence of 
the fyftem of Catholic exclufion. In many coun- 
ties, a great proportion of the men of property 
were disfranchifed under pretext of religion ; it 
naturally enfued that the eleftions could not be 
exempt from influence. In faft, a multitude of 
the conftituent body became placemen or expec- 
tants, and the reprefentative was obliged to conned 
himfelf with Adminiftration, in order to fulfil his 
engagements. The north of Ireland, ufually jea- 
lous of the Court, attributed its influence to clofe 
corporations ; the Proteftants, in the Roman Ca- 
tholic counties, voted for the powerful candidate, 
accepted preferments, muttered about freedom and 
corruption, voted again and kept the fecret ; or, 
indeed, contributed to (hift the odium upon their 
neighbours. The nioft ufcful and indepenHent 
men who ever fat in Parliament, would have 
been loft to their tountry, if there bad been no 
other mode of admiflion but by open canvafs 
and eledion. It is true, there is not any llrid 
principle of juftice, which afligns to one diftrid a 
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right in preference to another. But in Politics we 
muft often receive ^* the expedient,^* as conducing 
** to the right y* and reft content with remote good 
confcquences. The defcription of men, returned 
from Boroughs, feems to be in fome cafes more 
grievous than the mode of nomination. The fu- 
preme Legiflature of a trading country ought to 
contain fome Merchants, and not fo many Barrif* 
ters. Gentlemen whofe fortunes and talents are iri 
a ftate of mediocrity, may perhaps have no other 
view than the public good ; but if they advance a 
Jarge premium, the malignant world will judge 
otherwife. The chiefs of the bar may be excufed ; 
the country has little to dread from the elFcfts of 
liberal ambition. Such men cannbt benefit them- 
felves, without having firft rendered eifential fer- 
yice to the Community ; and even in power, an 
enlarged . mind will never diveft itfelf entirely of • 
opinions favourable to freedom, nor be able to 
contemn the public eftimation. The rich man is 
not formidable, who purchafes a fituatibn flatter- 
ing to his vanity, by a fum he can afford to lofe, 
and which he chufes thus to diffipate. Thefe alone 
are to be dreaded, who cannot poffibly have 
any view, but the fpeculation of pecuniary barter. 
It is faid that mercantile information can be had at 
the bar of the Houfe, and in private converfation : 
true, but it may not always be. called for^ and 
even when it is, will not carry fo much weight as 
if a refpeftable member, perfonally interefted, an* 
nounced his fentiments. When Sportfmen in Par- 
liament can procure laws for the proteftion of their 
dogs ; Merchants and Manufa<9:urers might be ex- 
peded to attrad not a little attention. It is to be 
wiftied , that refpeftableTraders (hpuld be introduce^ 
into Parliament, were it only to eradicate that feudal^ 
barbarous notion, difgraceful to a civilized people, 
which, from late occurrences feems {till to linger in 
this kingdom, that the mercantile is lefs honourable 
E,e than 
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than other occupations. A Merchant or extenfive 
Manufafturer, as he gives employment to a great 
number, is the moft ufeful ; and as his purfuits re- 
quire a very confiderable degree of underftandin^, 
ought to be one of the moft rcfpefted perfons in 
focicty. In the neighbouring Monarchies, to have 
excelled in commerce, was efteemed a good, ia 
fome inftances a fufficient caufe for conferring the 
rank of Nobility. In Ireland one would fuppofc 
that to be engaged in trade was confidered by fomc 
a reafon for disfranchifement. It matters little how 
men are appointed to feats in Parliament, provided 
they be eminent and deferving perfons felefted from 
the different profeffions of importance. This, in 
fad, and not the parcelling the country into dif- 
triifls of nominally equal importance, is a fair and 
impartial reprefentation. Of all modes ever devi- 
fed, this latter appears moft exceptionable. It 
would veft the dominion of the kingdom in the 
hands of meie country Gentlenien, to the eternal 
cxclufion of the monied and learned claffes. If 
cither. Hume or Montefquieu were at this day an 
inhabitant of Ireland, he would not be elefted by 
a county'in which he had not an eftate. Such is tn 
general the narrow pride and jealoufy of the landed 
intereft. Unlefs a number of boroughs, with all 
their imperfedtions be preferved, I do notdifccrn 
by what means monied men, the natural guardians 
and fuperintendants of the riling profperity of the 
country, can find accefs to Parliament. Perfons of 
very large floating property may not, and probably 
will not have fo much pcrfonal influence as will 
enable them to carry a fingle election. If they 
even had, the habits of canvas are inconfiftent with 
the avocations of a man of bufinefs; and in the 
intrigues of canvas, a pert barrifter, not two months 
in the hall, would be fuperior. Even in cities, 
the tradinjg jntereft, although weighty, does not 
predominate in the cleftions. The fway in thefe 
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ufually devolves upon the Demagogue in fafhion. 
If the number of county reprefcntativcs were in- 
creafed^ the influence of men of large landed pro- 
perty would either ceafe or continue. In the lat- 
ter cafe, the incjreafed number of reprcfentativcs 
would enable them to carve out the reprefentation 
more to their mutual fatisfadtion. In the former, 
which of the two is infinitely lefs likely, the returns 
would confifl. nearly of that defciiption of gen- 
clemen, who at prefent form the Grand Juries; 
many of that clafs ought to fit in Parliament, but 
the Legiilature may be conftituted on a better 
. plan, than if it were compofed of them entirely. 
The cotiteft of influence with independence, which 
cxifts at prefent, has a good efFeft upon the public 
mind ; it is even advantageous that the hopes of 
the two parties be cherilhed by occafional vidory. 
The vigilance of the people might relax, unlefs 
the majority of members were thus eleded ; 
the admiflion of the Catholics to the right of, 
fuffrage, by opening all the Counties, feveral 
Corporations and many Boroughs will, I appre- 
hend, place the eleAions on this footing. But the 
intereft of the different orders may be cemented, 
contradidions reconciled, and the freedom of the 
whole preferved admirably, although many be in- 
tFoduced into the Houfe, either by the recommen- 
dation of a Patron, who muft difcern fome caufe of 
feleftion, or by means which it may not be corred: 
to mention. Another article in the reform cannot 
be too much reprobated, the compenfation to bo- 
rough Proprietors. A great new debt, and of 
courfe a great additional intereft would be impo- 
fed on a fpcailation, which the event will certainly 
prove to be delufive, that it is practicable to eradi- 
cate influence. It is not, however, impoffible to 
modify the cfFeds of it ; and fuch modificauon will 
be obtained by the admiflion of the Catholics to the. 
right of fuffrage, by the increafed public fpirit of 
E e 2 the 
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the nation and by commerce, which it feems our 
inclination^ as well as our intereft, to cultivate. 

The candidate for a feat in Parliament, muft in 
ibme manner recommend himi^lf to his intended 
conftituents, by the facrifice of his time, by ads of 
hofpitality or kindnefs ; all of thefe are expenfiye : 
but a man is not to be fuppofed v^nal, becaufe 
he expends money, unlefs the expenditure be- 
yond all proportion exceed his fortune. A 
lawyer, not of note or merit, who wriggles 
bimfelf into Parliament, may well be fufpefted; 
but a minifter cannot beftow any preferment fuf- 
ficient to induce men of large eftate, or opulent 
merchants, deriving confiderahle profits from a 
confiderable capital, to facrifice the material in- 
terefts of the country. If he had power to bribe 
thus extenfively, he would n6t ftand in need of 
Parliaments. Nor can it be imagined^ that two 
men of equal fortunes may not aft alike indepen- 
dently, ifthe one has paid afum he could afibrd for 
a peaceable return ; and the other incurred a double 
expence, accompanied by vail labour and lofs of 
health, during the fatigues and intemperance of acon- 
tefted cleftion. If a mode could be devifed, which 
fliould render the returns perfedtly impartial, con- 
fine the right of eledion to men of probity, and 
freeing every candidate from expence, direft the 
choice to the mod unexceptionable ; then, indeed, 
fubftamial benefit might be hoped, from altering 
the manner of elefting our reprefentatives. In the 
impoffibility of attaining thefe conditions, lies the 
obftacle to reform, and until fome change (hall be 
cffcded in the propenfities of the human mind xo 
partiality, we can expeft little more than a transfer 
from one to another defcription. It is the condi- 
tion of him who feeks by the change of climate to 
fhun the corroding anxiety, which ftill purfues, 
for his own diftempered imagination is the feat of 
it. Celum non animum fnutant qui tratu m^fi currunt. 

The 
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^he courfc of events^ if ihey be fuffercd to prd- 
cecd, will bririg about exaftly that fpecies of re- 
form, which is adapted to our tempers. The firft 
and^reatell of all Revolutions has been produced 
among us, without the aid of plan or projeft. The 
public fpirit of the Catholics has been excited^ The 
controverfy on the French . Revolution extended 
more univerfally in Ireland than any other literary 
difcufrion. The public mind was prepared by the 
difiufion of general principles. The publications 
which attrafted moft notice applied thefe to the 
particular fituation of the Catholics ; fortunately 
for that body, the prefent, like other opportuni- 
ties, was not fuffered to elapfe. The circumttances 
of the times required that fome peifon fliould break 
filence. In the courfe of a month after the declara- 
tion publilhed in Odtober, 1791,* the Catholic 
queftion made more way in this country than for 
the ten years preceding. During that period, it 
had the adtive and opulent men it has now^ and 
many more diftingui(hed perfons whom it has 
been fince deprived of ; but they never were, and 
probably never (hould have been able to bear ic 
beyond its (eat in Eflex-ftreer, without the acceflion 
of another defcription, perfons competent to aft 
upon the public mind, to colleft, improve, and 
concentrate the general fentimenr. The fyftem of 
monopoly was compaft, it refifted the dull aflaults 
d[ repining importunity ; but under the noon of 
reafoo, the waxen fabric melts and vaniflies. With- 
out this previous preparation, any attempt to re- 
form would have been nugatory; with it, a much 
more temperate corrcdion ofour inftitutions will be 
adequate. If the Adminiftration were difpofed to 
aft erroneoufly, they could not attempt im- 
proper meafures in the face of the prefent temjper 
of the kingdom. 

* Sec page 71. 
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If the bigotted Convention of 1783 had fuc* 
cceded, in riveting for ever the fetters of the Ca^ 
iholics, with all the fpecious advantage of reform, 
Ireland never would have known the comroul over 
power, the degree of freedom from reftraint, and 
exemption from influence whrch exift at prefent. 
Before the two latter are entirely eradicated, it will 
be neceffary to afcertain, that three hundred men in 
the Houfe of Commons, exonerated from the in- 
fluence of attachment, will never feel that of any 
other paflion, of pride, antipathy, ambition or 
avarice. Until then we muft be content to pal* 
liate. But a decifive mode of palliation might be 
adopted. The influence of Landlord over Tenant, 
as it exifts in fome boroughs, is very natural. It 
fecures good treatment to the latter. There might 
be created a power of transferring Corporations from 
decayed to flouriftiing places. It might be ren- 
dered compulfory on magiftrates to receive in opu- 
lent towns all refpedable inhabitants. -Whilft 
towns, of the confequence and independence of 
Belfaft, are not reprcfented to their fatisfa^ion, fome 
murmurs are to be expefted. Tbefe local regulations^ 
combined with the Catholic emancipation, will pro- 
duce a very fair reprefcntation, as impartial as cir- 
cumftances admit, and adequate to all purpofesf 
of freedom, tranquillity and commerce. I Qiould 
have obferved before, that the imputed venality of 
boroughs muft neceflarily limit itfelf. When there 
fliall be many monied purchafers, and that men of 
landed fortune, oufted from the counties by the new 
independent intereft, (hall be thrown upon the bo- 
roughs ; and that thefe alfo, in confequence of the 
fame intereft, Jhall be diminiOied in number, the^ 
terms of purchafe miift rife fo high, that no man 
will hazard them, on the hope of advancing his 
Fortui^e. 
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T quy ainil our deliberation on thi$ fiibj^A^ 
that we fhoxild ooofider atteiuimely two <2uefl:ioQ$^ 
Will the fpiric o(^ the ^eopl^ go wuK this AiTeoV 
bly^ in cafe it ihould iocfioe to protract its e^f 
ifteace? Poes the h^rdihip of qur condition re-r 
quire or juftify a meafure thus ftrong and thu^ 
extraordinary 2 If there be in the nation a fpiric 
of requifition, founded in convidioii» that^ lub^ 
ftannta,! advantages have not been conceded, it wU) 
work its way; there is no neceOity that w<^ 
Jbouldk pioneer for it* Even in that cafe I £houl4 
recompaend to re6ga your charge, unle& calk4 
ibrward by a fecond nomination. Thus leav<« 
ing the people free to aft or to accui^fce i thu^ 
proving that we do, not counterfeit a ienti->> 
menty of which the exiftence may b^ qdeftioaed ^ 
and thus efFedually filencing a very probable im«. 

Kiti^^aa, that, ambiiious to retain: the authority we 
ve acquired, we inftigate a contented people to 
di&fiedion. But;, on the other bandt i^ the fpiric 
of demand be exhaufted, and that, generally 
(peakipg,. the people « are content with the favours 
inferred b^ the Legiflature» then, indeed, will it 
be weak ta perfcvcre. Thic public voice commu-. 
^ated to you weight and energy ; if it forfakn 
yov> or if it iecond you but feebly, your Aflembly 
will be the fpedre of that which had been refpec- 
Ublc. Lans^id interference wiU produce grea( 
F f mifchief^ 
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'i^ilchi^f, and no good effeA. It will, witKout ^iiy 
adequate advantage, perpetuate that peevKhnefsy 
which has now exifted too long, and which the 
greater part of us (1 am furc I feel fo) arc heartily 
fick of* It -^11 'fobjeft the Catholic naftie totc- 
btfff, arid the natne of^Comniittcfe to derifion.- It 
is not. Gentlemen^ the magic found of Convention 
or Committee, nor is it any thing perlbnal to your* 
felves, refpedabte as you may be i it is by pubh'c 
opinion that you have been floated to imporunce ; 
be cautious to retire with, the ebbing tide. You 
hanrefeen a 'great name fubjeded to moiftificatioii - 
by pertinacity, fimilar to that againft which I 
warn you. When the political influence of the 
Homan Catliblics was infigniflcant, I ar^ed and 
urged the propriety of concentrating it under a 
diftinft jtiriwiaion. I have not fincc changed, but 
the cifcumftahces of the coiiotfy have very mate^^ 
rialfy. You have fince been rcflired by the jufticc 
of your King and country, to the' privileges 
which confer political influence.^ Yx>u ou^t to ufe 
this acquifition like other Citizens ; tf after having 
been affiliated' to the . Conft:itution, you flffl keep 
dloof; you give the lie to your former cbmphints,^ 
that you cpnfidered it a mofl: feverc grievance, td 
be eftrahged from your country i and erefted as. it^ 
Iverc, into a diftin^ nation. T think the influence 
of the Roman Catholics at ^this nnomcnt too im- 
menle, to be given in charge to, and wielded by 
any CouncH wharibcver. The truft is too gj-eatt to 
rccdvc, or to confer ; I would not for one, wiflif 
to be reiponfible for a charge {o perilous, of which 
the confidence is (b momentous, the exercife lb 
much expofed to temptation and to calumny. I 
dread much that little* elfc would refult from 
(bis tribunal, than rendering it compullbry on 
^m1tufl:ration^ to difl:ribute patronage among the 
members; and furniflling thefe Gentlemen with 
letters of rccottimendation to receive fome degree 
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pf favour. To have eftabltlhcd in the country « 
feparace jurifdtdion, was at all times a ftrong 
meafure; to have exhibited that jurifdiaion in 
complete array, to Ireland, and to Europe, was a 
proceeding ftill more alarming; yet were theft 
fteps, the fornier, indeed, more th^n the latcef^ 
juftified to a great rtttent, by the neceflky of our 
condition ; we were fubjcft to great hardfliips, the 
effcft of great exclufibns. It was an" apology 
for (eemin^ to ufe our natural ftrength, the weight 
I mean ot our numbers, that we were deprived of 
our political ftrength, or the weight of our pro- 
perty. But that is not the cafe at prefcnt. We 
«re enabled to purfue every conftitutional objeft, 
by means perfectly reconciieable with the publie 
order^ and the genius of our admirable Conftitu- 
tion. In thefe circumftances^ we (hould not aft 
as we did in the very worft times. There was 
then a dignus vindice nodus, which exifts not ac 
prefentt Confider how the internal' peace, and the 
^icternal credit ef the country may be affeftcd, if 
ft be underftood at home or abroad that the people 
of Irdand of all denominations are not heartily coa« 
lefced and blended. By prcftrving your Commit- 
tee, which wHl always give the appearance of did 
coitknce, you lofe more as Iri(hnnen than you can 
gain as Roman Catholicf • - * 

Ills urged that we ought not to becontentedv 
and that the prefent opportunity has not been im- 
proved iufficiehtly. If the latter a&Ption be true, 
ifce blame lights upon your Negotiators, with whonri 
I have no concern. I apprehend ^hat the mea- 
fores of the conceding party have been fb judici^ 
oully arranged, that you have no alternative left 
' but to be fatisfiiei Let yo*ir Begpci^ors account 
with you, >^hether it was wife to fuflFer the body 
to be fevered ? or whether it was pradticabie t^ 
tprevent it?- The clafles of middle and humble 
%fe have cbiained the capacity of e»joying all ti»e 
'. ^ ' . . F f 2 privileges. 



C «4 ) 

|)rivUege6 whicfr bdang to Proteftant^ of ^Ke ^mt 
conditions. Theie cialTcs ^e in «U policical cpnfi«> 
derations taken conripiettly $^om undor ypu* Yoit 
never more can u& the n>iltiosis> their objie^ U at^' 
(guied, they wUl not make any vehement exertion li^ 
your fupports your ^dv^frfarks would fpeedily ^U*- 
cover the deception^ ^nd k would recoU on you^ 
Whatever may have heen your paft refources, yoa 
fnuft depend in fucure on coaciliatioRi^ 

But, gentlemen, it would noc be at ^ conci^ 
liatoryj to continue your fjcpsa^ztc jurifdiftton^ Ic^ 
would be a meafure of extreme hoftility. When- 
ever our farther iplaim comes forward^ I 0ioiul4 
wiih it to be advanced by the operation of Con-* 
ftituents upon their Reprefentatives. If there be 
iliil any interefU hoftile to the Roman Catholics^ 
und which may be fufpefted of lifing infliience co» 
check the farther liberality of the l^iilative bor- 
^ies, I ann iure you furni($ thf m with arguna^ta 
«gainft you, by preferving your fepiSM-ate aggrega* 
ciod, whiJtft you have fuch excellent means of in* 
dividual exertion. This will he denominated a |ar« 
cobin Aiib^iat|on., And you ought not i^ the 
prefent time to (urniAi arms to your anta^9oj(^St for 
never more will the terror of yo^ name produce ao 
effect You yifWl adb much mof e advaDtageauOy, if 
you tak;e your ground as individuals* The oif mber - 
of Parliament will ever find it nfiore confimans to b^ 
feelingSji n(K>re his convenience and his intereft, t0 
treat with, and capicul^e to his icnmed.iace neigh- 
bours and conftituents, than to canvas for the^ fu|^-- 
|)ort by obfcquioufncfs^ to a remote junto^ The ex- 
change of kiml o^ces between (:onftitueof ^nd repre- 
ientative blends the pactions, and establishes an 
harmony which never can exin, if the intera>urfe be 
maintained folely by a folid mafs in the metropolis, 
bullying occafionally and bullied by Govcrnmemi 
and, indeed, the good underftanding between man 
and man, the reciprocity of attciuions^ and the 
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iRiokitude of circufuftaoces ari&jigthere&am, which 
fwcetcn Itfe^ are tnore valoible than many frab- 
!Cbife»s but it is the malady of the day to fcowl rite 
mild virtues » to fubftituce barren rights for produc* 
tive happineis; ftern fpeculation for tb^ blandifhmencs 
of fociety^ For H^avcn*s fake, let us rc-inftatc the 
4nan, andcircutnrcribe the polititian I 

We have at prefent obtained an ample ieope for 
d»e operation of the degree of influence, which 
•©ur property gives us. If ^e are entidcd by 
it CO the rank of LegiAators, it will not be poflible to 
^prevent us from arriving in turn at that diftin&ion ; 
if not, it is idle to agitate the coutitry on the fubje^. 
Why (hould a meeting, fbonded in pure democracy, 
attempt to urge the rights of the ariftocracy ? You 
Jiavcbeen conftitutcd by the voices of' all the people 

, indifcriminarely collected, ofcourfe the loweft orders 
fnuft have preponderated ; you have upon all occa* 
jions deduced your miflion and your importance 
from the Democracy of the Catholics. What has a 
democratic aiTembly to do with the privileges of 
the Ariftocracy ? How can you pretend to urge 
^he ^laim of the Catholic Peers to fit in the one 
JHoufe, or of the leading Commoners in the other ? 
Why fliould you in the name of the millions folicit 
that in which the millions have no concern i Let 
ambition ftght its own batdes, truft me, rank and 
talents wiU ^ (bund ftrong enough for the obftades 
they have to encounter. You have now received 
the privileges of ipiddJe property, becaufc generally 
(peaking, that is the ri^nk you hold in the country ; 
your peculiar Htijration pointed out to you, this 
'^aA mea^Mre of your w^nts, ^nd to the ftate, the 
propriety of this exaA conceffion. When the Ca- 
tholics at the bar dif^lay ^h^t degree of talents, which 
ci^lls for ftiperior fuuatiotisj tbefe will be given up 
to them, hecaufe if a man o^not be king's counlcl, 
Jie will be counfel ag^inft the king for the people. 
And, when there arife many Catholics of great po& 
. , . feffions^ 
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fefflonst they wiU be received into both Houfts of 
Parliament, for the Crown ^will chufe* to afibciate 
them to itfelfj by opening the paths of honour and 
•privilege, rather than fuflfer a four fenfe of priva- 
tion to ferment in their minds. Every man knows 
and feels the debt, which fociety owes to him $ ia 
the article of peribnal confideration, we exa& ri- 
goroufly. If the decorations ufually annexed to 
opulence do not follow the reality of it, the inju- 
red party will feck fome other mode of vindicating 
his condition. When a numerous .clais of great 
landed Proprietors (hall be formed among us, they 
will receive the dignities that belong to the fu- 
perior order, as the Catholics of the prefent day re- 
ceive the privileges which appertain to medio- 
crity, in order to prevept adifpo(}cioh to emigrate, or 
left unconfticucional principles may take root among 
them. This will be the ftate reafpn of a future^ 
as it is of <he prefent day. The entire web wiH 
unravel of itlejf, for wealth will ever find its cnvn ^ 
Jrvel in im|>ortan€e. The deftrudion of the fyS- 
tem is laid in a feries of caufe andeffeft, which 
nothing can retard but error in thi decifions of thk 
ailembly * if wc purfue intemperately thefe advan* 
tages, of which the enjoyment cannot be diSufeci 
excenfively among us, we will create driguft an4 
fufpicioR in the minds of every refieAing perfofiji 
of every fed in either kingdom ; we do the famej, 
if we adopt or encourage fantaftic politics of any 
kind. If we hold together, after having attained 
what was underftood to be our objed, it will be 
very fair to fay that ibme danger lurks in the ag- 
gregation } ^^ that this great body ads in uniiba 
*^ from a community of ambitious views» not 9k 
** common fenfe of unjnftiBable inconvenience.«-«* 
*^ They have gotten that which they pronounced 
** valuable, who can aofwer to what extent they* may 
*^ yet proceed in this habitual aggregation? - If we 
cominuc to uic our-ni}mbers> together with the 
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potiticd' influence we bare acqutredi we muft ne^ 
ceflkrtfy stfTume a tonfideraole degree of fup6ridric^^ 
This i% not aAing fairly by^thc coudtry. It is not^ 
what we held out, as terms duringthe period tif oui^ 
foiicitatton. ; > 

Yoa declared, a few days back, yow* adherence 
to a government by Kin^, Lords, and ; Commons, 
Woiirld it be confiftent with that declarafion to addf 
iS a' fourth eftatc, the Roman Catholic Committee? 
1 mentibned flightly at the moment mytlifappro* 
bation of the meafure. I thought ir nugatory,' 
becaofe fuperfigous. I do not reli(h thefe general 
afiettions. I fhould equally think of proclaiming 
my opinion, that the bfeft govemnnent of thc-uni- 
Terfe was by one almighty, omnifcient fuperinten* 
dance, as that I was attached to the mixed monar^ 
eliy eftablitbed' in thefe iflands; I fhcAild chink 
|hc one point as Httlc to be controverted as the 
Other. Thefe loofe general expreflions, if they mean 
any* thing, rather invalidate than fupport the prin- 
cipJe, v^ich is fuppofed to be implied by them* 
A Republican may fay he admires the government 
ef King, Lords, and Coitimons ; becaufe in his^ 
idea, thefe may be other names for Prefident, 
Senate, and Houfc of Reprefentativjes, My at-. 
ttichment; is to a King, in the prefcnt fplendor of 
Britifti prerogative ; to a Peerage ekvated, privi^ 
1^^, and refpefted ; to iai rcprefentation of the 
wesdth, not the numbers; of the intereft, not the 
will of the people. Why;.lhould the coUe^ive 
fenfe of the Catholica of Irdand be thus announced j; 
as if cheir integrity were fiiipicious, and nequired to 
be afcertained by public notification of their fenti^ 
ment ? We, of whom the proverbial Iqyalty lingered 
with the Houfe of Stuart, when it had not power to 
enforce, or influence to allure ; and when the diffu- 
fion of poiicicaL light had inrftrufted us to transfer our 
allegiance f we, who varied the obji:^, .not the ef« 
fence of our attachment i our fidelity is afcertained ; ' 
2 that 



that our principle is highly looiiardbjcal^is. a (r0j^^ 
which needs not to be amiouhced ; I am nicher tn-« 
cKned to think that we oi^ht to confider k an iafulCy 
that our loyajty ftiouU bs qxieftioned. I hanre di-* 
prefTed. Break up this feparate jurifdiAion. It in- 
jures the fervicc of your King» and the credit of 
your country. To yield, to tbefe coofiderai:i0w 
vould oe praAtcal loyalty, praAical patriofi^fiHt 
of wfaich\(ihgle zGt is more valuable than wluQpea 
of that lum bci of fpct ukrive declarations. I ffmiX 
(hat we intend innocently, that is good tp fmufy 
our confeiences. B«(t when it fliall be koowi 
abroad, that in Ireland there ai?e two. goyernmeMiS^ 
the one of the Proceftant ftate» the pther of tho 
Catholic Connmitce, rivals, foniewbat hoftilc to ea^ 
other, (Irangers will not think fi> lightly w inno^ 
cendy of it* The eoenny will hold out to his: pais 
tifans this embleoi of difunion and dirafie&ioa« 
He ^'ill repcefent us confederating into adifiinA 
Republic^ thac we are courted and yield notm 
Thus the enemies of our Sovereign will be cqcqu-* 
caged in their enterpriles of hoftiitty. The monied 
man from abroad wilLlttfiiate to ensbaidc his pro-^ 
perty in a country in which the feeds of difpord 
kern planted, and which appears thus to. be pre- 
pared for qivil conteft. This will be the judgement 
bf ftrangers, to whom our fecret motives ai» uor 
known, and, indeed, they wiU have reafon to.fornai 
d)is judgenoent* It is the nature of man to. be pro^ 
greffive; if this del^ation be confirnEied, andfilpfv 
ported vigoroufly (and unleia it be fuppcM-tnd viffh^ 
joufly, yoti> will iufier more than you will gain, fa^^ 
the meafure) the courfe of events, fimilar to. what 
always occurs, will produce a rivalfhip, in whi^rhi 
one reprefentative body muli vote the other ai mii^ 
(ances a^nd then the Catholic and. Proteftaot AatMM 
are committed upon the event. I take you as to tho 
entire upon two points^ your byaity^ which you; 

niluft 
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^\ut as your honour ; your inttreft, which liko 
ckher men you are attached to, 

I do not confider this qucftion in the maoner 
that gendemen fuppofed it would have been ar* 
gued; it was ftated early in thb debate that the. 
wiflies of Adminiftration, andqf the leading per- 
ibos in (he country, oiight be cited to influence our 
decifions, but that thefe ought not to weigh with 
U8. becaufe we flighted (imilar adnDonitions on a 
ibrnrier occafion, and that we are fuppofed rather to 
have been gainers by thefe inftances of non-com* 
pliance. I cannot perceive at prefcnt in what 
manner .our decifions are likely to affcdt the mem* 
bcrs of Adminiftratipn^ except as they may in^pede 
or promote that which equally concerns us all^ 
ihc re-e(lab1ifhment'of public credit, confidence, 
and. tranquillity. Feeble, indeed, would be our 
prete^ifions to the notice and fupport of our coun^^ 
try> it a rule fo boyifli and capricious were to influx 
ence any part of our deliberations i if we turned 
afidc from great general principles of policy to make 
private and perfonal confiderations the ground and 
guide of our iudgcment. Between the propofed 
acquiefcence- of the prefent and of former periodsjj 
the end, which difcriminates every thing, confti- 
tutes the difference. To oppofe the will and mca^ 
fures of a minifter, when they happen not to be 
confonant to the public good, or his afts, whcr\ 
they feem to incroach on the privileges and fccu- 
rity of the individual, is the right, nay the dutv of 
a freeman j a right of which the poffeffion is noole, 
the exercife dignified and manly. But to thwart 
and counterad every meafure, merely becaufe t% 
is fuppofed . to origipate with thofe who are placeil 
over us, or to be acceptable to them, is the pettifli-^ 
nefe of a wayward Ichool-boy to his inftruftor^ 
Compliance or rcfiftance are in themfelyes things, 
indifferent. They become cenfurable or praiic* 
worthy, exaftly as they happen to be founded in, 
p G g error 



error or propriety. There are many cafes, m 
ivhich tbe fubjed mud ideatify bimfelf with ih$. 
Government, even akfaough be happen, noi to fa- 
vour the individuals wha compofe it. This rela-. 
tion, like thofe of domeftic life, is of mutual de- 
pendencies. In all edeAcials, whoever is at the heln^ 
mud be fupported ; for in(tance» againft difturbcrSi 
of the public peace, Revolutionids, the commoa 
enemy or Invaders of private property. He is 
an ideot who would fuffer his houie and goods ta 
be confumed, becaufe be diilaked hi3 wife, or 9^ 
lodger in it. So that this atgument refolves. itfelf 
into the original one, is tbe measure vighc or 
wrong ? On this topic 1 have been akeady fufficin 
ently explicit. 

But I could have wished that the prei^nt argu«t 
imcnt had not been rendered neceffary. The very 
difcuffion denotes a reludtance to retire from the 
fcene, which to tpany of our fellow citizens muft 
pfove ungrateful. I fee no good reafon for having 
convened this afTembly a fccond time, but many 
circumftanccs which ought to have diffuaded men of 
prudence or rcfleAion from the undenaking. Ix 
was deemed advifeable on a former occaiion to 
make a fingle application by an united body, left 
any accidental diverJity of expreffipn in our vari- 
ous petitions might be interpreted one againft the 
other. I never difcerned much weight in the alle- 
gation, for neither was petition the only mode by 
which we could have proceeded, nor did any con* 
trarieiy appear, when the different diftri6ts of tbe 
4iatioH exprcffed their fentiments feparately. Tbe 
mode of afting folely by a Convention, eftabliftied 
in this city, feeraed rather a contrivance for go- 
verning the nation through the metropolis. Bw in 
the prefent inftancc there exifts not a fingle pretext 
for combined aftion. Your objeft is to announce 
your gratitude. The fentiment is uniform and ge- 
neral ; the expreffion could not vary ; it was need- 
a le(V 
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Ids to ^ffernble for the piirpofe of diffolving. For 
afs you are not a corporate body^ a difcontinuance 
of your meetings was tantamount to a formal diflb-* 
tutioh. Your afFairs had proceeded through fo 
many vfciffitudes and revolutions of parties, each 
<xpe6Kng to be confidered our principal creditor, 
that it became impoifible, ading as a body, not to 
create difgaft, and provcAe oenfure. Within th€L 
walls of Parliament we owed favours to Adminidra* 
tion, and favours to oppofition j ic is impoflible to 
exprefs oiirfdvcs alrke to both^ and the fide to 
which we incKne, receives by this appearance of 
fuperiof popularity an unfair advantage over the 
Other^ Selides the duty of habitual loyalty, we are 
indebted to his Majefty for a moft critical and well- 
timed declaration of his patetnal regard. That part 
of the nation which is accufed of hoftility to the 
j)perogative, ttlltdges the merit of ftrenuous zeal 
*nd early adoption* How can you take a ftep as a 
*)ody, without incurring ^ either fide the blame of 
ingratitude ? This is the evil of a&ing in your ge- 
?ieral de(ignation, which you would have avoided, 
by appearing in the (ubordinate characters of Coun- 
ties afld Cities. The propriety of one meeting would 
IwiVe balanced the e^ror of another, and none would 
would have been fuppofedto commit the great body 
t>fthe Catholics of Ireland. I fay fuppofed to com- 
mit, for your vote will only be conclufivc where it 
accords with the general fentiment. You may guide 
tfn exifting opinion, but you cannot compel or 
create a new one. It was eafy to have forefeen 
that in a democratic afiembly, of which, as ever 
muit be the cafe, many members are arranged un 
der various views and opinions, feveral topics would 
beprefenjed for difcuffion, varying from thofc pro- 
jpOKxl origiAally. Sotoe, to which it will not prove 
either poiitieK)r wife, or, indeed, within the limits 
0f the cru(l repofed iiMis^to affix the name of thac 
part of the nffion we. are fuppofed to reprefenc* 
€r g: a[ I origi- 
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fevere tb^fii the Proteftaat* They wauU iiAvd 
embodied perhaps under our defiaition of liberty* 
but^ when embodied, they would have proceeded 
Ca{)idly to realize their own ideas of it, indifcrimi* 
Q^te pillage; and this mud have proyed more 
iacal to our body than to any other ; for amongd us 
is to be found the greater part of that floating pro* 
perty, which lies more immediately -expofed to 
this kind of devaftation, thatof the merchant, the 
farmer, the fubopdinate trader, and the manufac- 
turer. The Catholics of propeny would never 
have fuf&red this kind of interference ; they would 
foouer have iimk the claim>^ the caufe, and the 
committee in the ocean* Your adverfaijes are 
more ihrewd than you in politics* They knew your 
forte und your foible. That you had much influence 
which you feemed inclined to abandon^ and livle 
force, which there appeared, fome difpoiition tp 
^employ. The ruling powers conceded to you 
liberally, -but they uamgied the grant with tl«: 
.evident traces of a government in full vigour. 
They did not, as might have been expeded, con- 
.cede apgrily $ but many of the referved articles 

• did appear to me to have been.excepted from the 
,gcant, merely in order to place it beyond queftion, 

that Gov^ament was ftrong and able to didate 
, conditions. You, in fad, virtually preferred a com- 
. plaint to the King, of his minifters in this country, 
and a oomplaint. without foundation; hr it is 
iwofious, th{it the Executive Goverjiment in this 
••country could not, have given you iiipport, and 
wa3 ^therefore no way culpable for not having 
given you encouriagement. I know this was not 
your intention, you only meant a little tinfcl va- 
nity. But this was the fair interpretatiorx of your 
.conduft. Your, leaders now acknowledge the 
' injufttce of their indecorum to the Executive Gp- 
'. vcriMnent, whom at that period they treated and 

, <:on.Qdered a$ foes : they ar.e endeavouring to 
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Atonfe it prtHTcot by adulation for their t)2dl cbridofl-/ 
of which the name h too harflt to bar repetition* 
1 b^ been myfclf concerned in forae conciliatory* 
meafures, I had obferved the advantage, and re-« 
commended to you the imitation of them. Irl 
November ^'9^» ^^^ propriety of conceding toyoii 
the right of (uffrage Was generally acknowledged* 
tt is true a limited franchife was mei^tioned. But 
every nun of underftanding muft perceive, that it 
was much more the intereft of the Proteftants to give 
tomplrte, than limited efeftive franchift, for thus 
the Protellant landlord gains the weight of his Ca^ 
Iholic tenantry* And it would ha^e been grofsly er* 
roneous to have given political power without com* 
municating alfo the qualification to hold civil offices. 
So that all the articles conceded by the laft bill were 
fo* interwoven and tonncded one with the other, 
that the main point being conceded, the reft fol- 
lowed as neceffary appendages. Then you pro* 
fited not any thing by your cmbafly to England, 
nor by all the effervefcence which has taken plac6 
lince the Grand Juries were replied to. But you 
loft, firft, by the encouragement which the enemy 
derives from the exaggerated reprefentation of 
your proceedings, and the idea we know to have 
jbeen held our, that Ireland would have occupied 
a part of the BritiQi forces ; fecondly, by the panic 
excited at home among timid monied men, who 
dreading an imitation of French crimes, from what 
appeared to them an imitation of French politics, 
thought it neceffary to fecure to themfclves fums of 
fpecie : the former circumftance has probably em- 
boldened France by the invafion of Holland to pro- 
voke the war. Here is the injury to your foreiga 

* The refolutions ift particular wMch wereagrecd to in Wi- 
ferford, in September, 1792^ which although mild, aod 
tending to preferve the quiet of that country, were found to 
iiave rendered dTential fcrvice to the Catholics. 
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trade i the latter has checked the confidence, circq* 
' }ation, and confumption of manufactures within the 
country ; here is the injury to your domeftic com-, 
xnerce* Every hand-bill, every ad vertifcmcnt fent 
out, was a caution to the timid man, not to unlock 
his coffers, Ac the time I oppofed rhefe meafures^ 
I oppofed the embaffy to England, and ftili con- 
gratulate myfelf on having oppofed it. I conQ* 
dered that mode of tranfmitting our pecitioo, ufe- 
lefs, inflammatory, and indelicat'C. The oppofi-* 
lion to us was at that time gWen up. The necef- 
firy of relieving us was recognized in both the 
Britiih Houfes. In the lower it was introduced by 
ji Nobleman in the confidence of the Minifter ;^ 
in the upper, by a Nobleman whom every Mi- 
niftermuft refpeA^ and whom every man in the 
Briti(h Empire reveres and confides in.^- In tht^ 
date of our affairs, I vehemently refifted ufing ex- 
traordinary means ; complicating our caufe with,^ 
imd riiking it on, a court etiquette ; I Aated to you a( 
the time, that by adopting this meafure, youinfulted 
^ power which you were not competent to (hake. 
Well, you were fent back to the knees of that 
identical adminidration. After having (Irutted i^ 
England, you returned to crave an audience, and 
the men who urged you to vehemence before, arc 
now endeavouring to make their peace with the 
minifters, who were the objefts, laft December^ 
of envenomed inve&ive* Here you committed an 
egregious error, and the event again juftifies the 
advice which I gave, and which you flighted. 
The next error was, that the perfons who undtr-? 
took to fuperintend your affairs, or rather to fu- 
perfede all others, fuppofed the career of negocia- 
tion to have been very brilliant. They of courfe 
were eager to monopolize to themfelvcs the honour 
of appearing in it. Our body is teeming with t^^ 

y LoxdCwry%[QvU f LorclRawdon. 
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fent ; bat as if the lav of the iand did not oppofm 
a fufficient x)umber of difcouragcoiepts to tbos cn-r 
vied) unprofitable qimUcy^ your managers appear^ 
ed willing to improve, on the viniknce of the old 
Popery code, by refufing any confideration even 
among ourfelves, to our own literature and abU 
Jity. They feenied more eager to exclude thefe 
qualities from the competition, than toibrwardthe 
•common caufe by the aid of men fuppofed to be 
(avoured with them. I mean not difrefpeft to an^ 
^mleman ; but when a treaty was to beconclodeu^ 
eJ^tending to all orders of our communion, and 
which from the circumftances of the country, will 
not, I apprehend, for a long period fufiet altera- 
^bn, it forely was not wife to. have comnuteed the 
entire detail and management to mere cmaatry gen^ 
tleraen and mere merchants. A very (hrcwd man, 
unlefs be be exercifed in the details and relations 
of policies, will ftart up an indifferent politician.; 
whiifl a mind Icfs powerful, habituated to this kind 
of bufinefs, will be enabled to appear withdiftinc- 
tion. You have on the very lifts of this con»n 
miitee, many men who promife to grace their 
country, many called forward by this caufe, on 
whofe reputation it rofe, and of whofc cxenions 
you freely profited. I do not find that in either 
kingdom they were employed on your deputations, 
or as privately negocianng Agents^ M^ny intellit 
gent perfons here have complained, that they never 
could procure an accurate infight into the conclu- 
ding proceedings. Others of the fame defcription, 
hive been treated with ftill morereferve, fotne haVe 
^)een excluded entirely from our Committee, who^e 
inter poficion would havebeen more valuable than i3bat 
of many, the moft aftiveamongftus. The effeft of 
.this jealoufy appears on the face of the^biilpf re- 
lief, for the entire weight of reftridion £»lls upon 
the liberal, and lettered walks of life, upon the 
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barrifter, and the tnin who attaches hinirelf ib 
general politics. You certainly oiight tp have pla- 
cedj in the fiipcrintcrtdancci of yoiir negociatiori, mien 
who ftiared deeply in the intereftsi of the landed* 
•and commercial bodies. Biit yoil oiighc t'6 ha\rc 
combined, ^nh iherh fdme of dore technicil 
habits arid fcducition} rrieii wHd had ttudied all 
the relatidns of thefe law^, dnd of the country ; 
men acciiftomed to refleft arfd rcafdo, arid whofe' 
habits of rddforiingand reflecting had bitti direfl-ed 
principally td this dbjeft. SdcH perfofts would" 
Have bebn qdalificd as well t6 urge a clairri, as to 
receive a coriccffion. The niore expert dltid fiiga- 
cious animals pCcifccably afcend tHe trefe and toll 
its produce } tBofe lefs eriViably gifted b^ riaturc/ 
fret and rub, and having made aveht^riierit cdricuf-' 
Hon at the bottom; pick dp.tht ftuit vAikli drops- 
accidentally. If the precautions I havfe meii-^' 
tioncd had been obferved ; and if a fair communis 
cation had been maintained witK the leading per- 
fons in the country i' even with gentlfemeti who 
oppofcd us, arid whoori we tave treated with un- 
rieceffiiry and inexpedient hoftility ; I entertalin very- 
little doubt that we might histvt removed ftvera! 
of the exceptions^ which it were eafy to prove not 
of fufficient importance to the ftate to have been rc- 
ferved, althdugh individuals of our comm»uriioa 
might derive great advantage from the conceffion. 
It was wt-ong everto have introdtAred ill huiiiouror 
vehemence into our proceedings, becatife at beft 
they were: urineceflary, and the temper arid afts of 
the prefent day proVe, that the ftrong language ot 
the laft meeting was mere vapour, which we had 
neither the means ndr inclination, to cnibrce. J 
congratulate ydu that a more reafonabic condu(St 
feems likely td preVail, and mlyfelf, that my opi- 
nions of that day have made profclytes. It is true 
we were not tbt aggreflbrs in intemperate language; 
but it might have produced a difpafirion (o forbear*^ 

If h ancc 
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adcc amotjgft us that wc were to receive ; and ex- 
cufed the peeviOinefs of our antagonifts that they 
gave, and deemed themfeives the lofing party. In 
the entire of this bufinefs, you reftrided your view 
too much to the reprefentative and eledive fran- 
chifes. And I mention this circumdance with the 
more regret^ becaufe I amilrongly induced to thinks 
that the fubiifting fradion of the Popery laws will 
continue longer than is ufually imagined. The 
ivarmth and recrimination, I may almoft fay the 
hoftility of proceedings, have created great indifpo- 
fition againft us. The ferment excited has been fo. 
great, and its confequences fo pernicious, that mo* 
derate n^en will be deterred from urging or enga- 
ging in the queftion. And fo many are rendered 
content, that even when undertaken, the applica* 
tion will not be fupported with the accuftomed 
vigour.* 

* It muft appear, that, if the Committee of the Roman Ca* 
tholics had a&ed in a left coafpicuoui manner, and had not 
changed their chara£^er finim negociating agents, which origi* 
nally ihev were, into t body afluming jiuifdiftion over the 
people or their commmuon, the arguments here ofieied would 
not have been generally applicaVe. 
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